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ADVERTISEMENT 


BY THE 


"FRENCH EDITOR. 


HIS Volume requires neither 
Preface nor Apology, to enti- 
tle it to the approbation of the pub- 
lic; beſides its being the continua- 
tion of a book, which has been al- 
ready tranſlated into ſeveral differ- 
ent languages, ſpread all over Eu- 
rope, and highly eſteemed in every | 
Court, it carries ſo ſtrong an im- 
preſſion of the immortal Ganganelh, 
that his ſoul, heart, and genins may 
be traced in every page. 


\ 
6 
ö 


I appeal to the hiſtorica! portrait 
Pf that illuſtrious Poatiff, drawn by 
he malterly hand of a learned Ita- 
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who had the happineſs of being par- 
ticularly acquainted with Ganga- 
nelli, which has delineated in the 
following letter of the 2oth of No- 
vember, 1976. I intreat the fa- 
vour of my readers to attend to it, 
and they will evidently ſee the moſt 
perfe conformity between the per- 
ſon of Clement XIV. and his Letters 


which I have publiſhed: 


A juſt diſcernment, a perfect 
4 maſtery of his paſſions, a recti- 
< tude of heart, with a penetrating 
« inſight, formed the proper and | 
original philoſophy of Ganganelli. | 
It was obſcured by the Philoſophy | 
„ of Scotus, in which he had been 
« educated, and the narrow limits 
of his cell, might be ſaid to have 
« cramped the natural vigour: of his 
« mind. 


* . 


o 


its 


ve 
his 


W- 


ADVERTISEMEN＋. v 


« However, it muſt be allowed 
that he A ed fore advantage 
« from being ſhut up in a cloiſter, 
« as it was probably owing to it, 
that he was capable of moderat- 
ing that lively imagination, which, 
“ in his youth, was apt to run to 
« exceſs; although always attended 
by innocence and good manners; 
* to it he owed that diſintereſted- 
* neſs, which the religion he was 
pred in always inſpires; with that 
« filence and diſlike to honours 
% which became ſyſtematical with 
„him, that he might neither be ex- 
„ poſed to en vy nor perſecution. 
« Reading excellent books, particu- 


© lacly French, with the converſa- 


« tion of men of genius, and a great 
« intimacy with truth, in ſome de- 
« pree reſtored to him what he muſt 
* otherwiſe have loſt by a lite ſpent 
in the cloiſter. 1 25 
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A happy memory made him un- 
* commonly well acquainted with 
% the chronology of Church Hiſto- 
* ry, and became a very conſidera- 
« rable part of his Theology. 


Seeing that he could not de- 
«* pend upon the futile doctrines of 
« the Peripatetics, which in an age 
« of reaſoning and analyzing, were 
juſtly rejected, he employed a pe- 
« netrating ſpirit in obſerving the 
_ « different nations, and different go- 
vernments in the univerſe, which 
„ furniſhed him with a ſtore of ex- 
« cellent political and ceconomical 
© theorems.” I have often, with a 
e great deal of pleaſure, heard him 
* converſe upon theſe ſubjects. 


« The tractability of his diſpaſiti- 
on did not by any means ſubjet 
% him 
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him to be led away by old cuſtoms, 
« though he was ſenſible of the ne- 
« ceflity of conforming to the rules 
* of diſcretion preſcribed by ſaciety.. 


* The. diſtinction which he was 
capable of making between eſta- 
« bliſhed principles, diſcipline, and 
« extravagant opinions, enabled him 
to get the better of national preju- - 
«* dices,. and placed him in a reſpect- 
„able light in the eyes of all the 
*. courts around him; The gentle- - 
« neſs of his temper was ſa conform- - 
„able to the ſpirit of the Goſpel, . 
that he was inſpired with a love of 
peace and toleration... 


The livelineſs of his diſpoſition - | 
«. expoſed him ſometimes to hypo- 
«* chondriacal attacks, for which 
*. reaſon he frequently added a doſe 
* of the artificial to his natural 


* gaiety. 
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* Choice of converſation, lively 
* fallies of humour, and ſometimes 
« amufing raillery, made a great 
« part of his innocent relaxation. 
His diſcourſe comprehended a 
* great deal, but was conveyed in 
few words. He loved arguments, 
but he hated diſputes, and a rela- 
tion of facts with which he was 
Y acquainted was always adduced in 
« ſapport of his reaſonings. 


« His temper, naturally virtuous, 

« was reſtrained with ſo much at- 
« tention, that he acquired a com- 
« mand over himſelf ſufficient to 
e confine his vivacity within his own 
« breaſt, well knowing the neceſlity 
« of being guarded againſt that heat 
« which might lead him inadvert- 
e ently to uſe ſome improper ex- 
« preſſion; and by this means he 
| cc was 
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«was a perfect ſtranger to hatred 
and fanaticiſm.“ 


What better proof can be brought, 
than this picture, which is worthy of 
a Tacitus, to ſhew that we have not 
ſpoken for Gangenelli, by publiſhing 
a collection of letters, wherein it is 
evidently ſeen that he was intimate- 
ly acquainted with French books, 
and foreign nations, as well as being 
capable of making ſolid reflections 
againſt falſe zeal and pretended de- 
votion, and in which we find a love 
of peace and toleration, perfectly 
agreeable to the Goſpel? 


His Excellency Monſignor Moni- 
no, formerly Miniſter from the Court 
of Spain to the Holy See, ſupports. 
the authenticity of theſe Letters, by 
one written entirely with his own 
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hand, and dated at Rome the -roth 
of October,. 1776, wherein he ob- 
ſerves to me; That if they are not 
the production of Ganganelli, the 
Writer muſt have aſſumed the 
© ſame genius, the ſame doctrines, 
the ſame maxims, his character, 
© his natural gaiety and vivacity, of 
* which he has been an ocular wit- 
* neſs during many long and frequent 
* converſations. 


If I, who never had the happineſs 
of converſing with him but three 
times in my life, have been able to 
ſpeak the language of Clement IV. 
with ſuch energy and preciſion, it 
muſt be allowed that I have become 
a very great man in a ſhort time, 
and that there never was an exam- 
ple of ſach a phenomenon. 


Beſides, the Dedication of the The- 
ſis to F. Ganganelli, which was ſo- 


lemnly 
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ſolemnly defended at Turin in the 


year 1749, ſurely cannot be called 
an afterſtroke. In the Encomium 


which was written at that time, they 


boaſt of the excellent produdtions 


from the pen of that learned Friar, 


among which they ſhould have reck- 
oned a little piece which he wrote 
at the deſire of Cardinal Cibo, with 
his Reflections upon Man, upon 
* zeal, upon Style, public Libraries, 
© and different Nations, &c“ Al- 
though - theſe reflections were re- 
touched a few years after by Ganga= - 
nelli's own hand, and ſent to differ- - 
ent friends, yet they exiſted before 
the Dedication, . which makes men- 
tion of them as follows: Diſſer- . 
* tifſimis ac doctiſſimis tuis ita de- 
lectantur ſcriptis, tum Prœcep- 


* tores tum Diſcipuli, ut omnium 
jam texantur manibus, ac per 
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* orbem Seraphicum, abſque preli 

© adminiculo, ſed ſola celeberrimi 

* Authoris fama, tanquam velociſ- 

ſimis deportata pennis, longe late- 
"qu circumferantur.” 


However little we may attempt to 
analyze thededicatory Epiſtle, whick 
is to be found entire at the end of the 
Letters, we muſt be convinced that 
the prudence, chearfulneſs, gentle- 
© neſs, affability, eloquence and learn- 
© ing,” which ſhine ſo eminently in 
Ganganelli's Letters, are not imagi- 
nary. | 


There are likewiſe ſome other 
pieces ta be compared with the Let- 
ters. His ſplendid Diſcourſe, which 
he delivered at the holding a Gene- 
ral Chapter of his Order in 1741, in 
praiſe of Benedict XIV (Lambertini), 
is a work which cannot be denied to 
be his, and proves, by every phraſe, 

2 that 


ADVERTISEMENT. «ii 
that Ganganelli had a juſt and per- 
fect idea of true eloquence, and in 
his Letters treats that ſubject like a 


maſter perſectiy * with the 
zules. 


I might have likewiſe preſerved 
myſelf incognito, which was by no 
means difficult for me to have done, 
if I had employed a pious fraud, to 
give to the world a work filled with 
ſound religious doctrine under a reſ- 


peQable name; but I ſtepped forth 
becauſe I am ſincere. 


It argues entire ignorance of the 
Italians, and is even -an inſult to 
Rome, to attempt to perſuade the 
public that Ganganelli's Letters can- 
not be the produce of that country. 
becauſe falſe zeal and diſſembled pi- 
ety are combated in them, and that 
they ſhew an- acquaintance with 
different nations. 


There 


xe ADVERTISEMENT. 
There are men of the cleareſt un- 
derſtanding, and the moſt free from 
Superſtition, to be met with in Ita- 
ly, not only in the ſacred College, but 
likewiſe among the Dignitaries of 
the Church, and among the Religi- 
ous Orders in all the different ſtates ; 
and from that country which is truly. 
fertile of genius, we have excellent- 
productions daily iſſuing into the 
world upon ſound Theology, with 
directions for regulating our zeal, 
and inſtructions. for the practice of 
true devotion. | ; 


The Treatiſe of Muratori Della - 
Devozione Regolata, which may be - 
called The Overthrow of Supperſti- 
tion, will very ſoon be printed in 
French, and the more it will alarm 
the pretended Zealots or falſe De- 
votees, the more will it engage the- 
Lovers of ſolid Piety. The Tranſ- 
lator is perfectly acquainted with 

; both 
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both languages, and he could not 5 


employ his knowledge more ſeaſon- 
ably nor to better purpaſe. 


But wherefore need Igo ſo far back 
as Muratori, to ſhew that Italy is 
perfectly acquainted with the abuſe 
of zeal and devotion ? A young 
prince *, who is both virtuous and 
amiable, and daily quoted as a pro- 
digy of learning and genius, very 
lately delivered an elegant diſcourſe 
in the middle of Rome, in praiſe of 
the Letters, in which he expreſſed 
himſelf with the moſt lively energy 
againſt Fanaticiſm and Superſtition : 
a Diſcourſe moſt ſolemnly approved 
by the Reverend Father Richini, of 
the Order of St. Dominick, Maſter 
of the ſacred Palace, which in every 
page exalts the knowledge of the 


Prince Louis de Gonzague de Coſtiglione. | 
; pre- 
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ſent age, and extols French compo- 
ſitions, which perhaps we could not 
venture to praiſe without running a 


riſk of giving ollence to the ill-in- 
formed. 


But far from perſiſting any longer 
in repeating proofs which may be 
found collected in two little pam- 
phlets, printed by Monory, I will 
conclude with ſaying, that what this 
excellent collection has ad vanced a- 
gainſt exceſſes in zeal or Devotion, 
cannot be attacked without attack - 
ing the reverend Fathers Bourda- 
loue, Cheminais, and de Neuville, 
upon the very ſame grounds. There 
can be nothing ſtronger than the 
manner in which they attack © proud 
Piety, ridiculous Piety, and obſtinate 
Piety; with what colours they re- 
preſent thoſe enthuſiaſtic bigots, 


© who prefer the counſels of the Goſ- 
[ pel 
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© pel to its precepts, and who are De- 
© yotees without being Chriſtians, 


Some Letters will be found in this 

volume, written to perſons ſtill liv- 
ing, and therefore it will no more be 
repeated that none ha ve appeared 
but ſuch as are addreſſed to people 
ho no longer exiſt, and there it will 
be evidently ſeen that Ganganelli 
very readily gave liberty to read | 
books which were prohibited, and of 
courſe that he could grant permiſſion 
to read the hiſtory of Giannone. 


The ſincerity which guides my 


pen has not permitted me to abridge 
the phraſes which are to be found 


in my works. I have left things juſt 


as I found them, becauſe from the 
firſt moment of my getting poſſeſſion 
of the Writings of Ganganelli, I own 
that 
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that Ilaid them under contribution. 
Beſides, when we tranſlate, we till 
preſerve our own ſtyle and manner 
of thinking, which is ſo true, that 
the whole of my Picture of Death' 
would be found in Young's Night 
Thoughts, if I had been their Edi- 
tor. | 


The Italian Edition of the Letters. 
which it was propoſed not to publiſh 
until all Europe was acquainted. 
with them in a language which is 
familiar, will very ſoon make its ap- 
pearance. As to the Italian edition 
of theſe Letters, which has been 

printed at Florence, it is nothing but 

aliteral tranſlation from the French, 

and cannot fail to prove that the 
Italian, which is now about to be 
publiſhed, is the genuine original. 


Lhave 
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I have only to add to theſe parti- 
culars, which are equally tireſdme 
to the reader and to myſelf, that 
they who ſtill have any doubts, but 
not thoſe who deſire to doubt, if they 
will do me the honour to come and 
ſee me, will be ſhewn what they will 
acknowledge to be very weighty 
teſtimony in favour of the authen- 
ticity of theſe Letters, which I have 
at preſent in my poſſeſſion, although 
TI cannot take the Liberty to expoſe 
the names of people who do not 
chooſe to have them printed: but 
particularly they will have an op- 
portunity of ſeeing a letter which 
was written to me from Rome the 
4th of laſt December by a perſon of 
real merit and diſtinguiſhed rank, 
who ſays, that the generality of 
people, who abuſe the Letters, de- 
© ſerve no credit,” | 


The 
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The following example will ſerye 
to ſupport this truth. Being lately 
in a very reſpectable and numerous 
company, where the authenticity of 
the Letters was called in queſtion 
(for it is become faſhionable) I pro- 
duced a letter written entirely with. 
Ganganelli's own hand, which I had 
newly received from Rome, when a 
man of ſenſe ſaid to me very ſeri- 
ouſly ; Very well; this is not the 
hand of a Pope, but the writing 
* of a ſchool boy!” as if the fingers 
of a Friar or Cardinal deſtined to 
become Pope, ſhould be capable of 


writing characters ſplendid as the 
rainbow. 


From whence it may be concluded 
that the exhibition of the Italian 
manuſcript would not get the better 
of prejudice. N 

| | It 
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It is only from a party ſpirit that 
| theſe Letters have been attacked, 
which is the more miſplaced as ſuch 
a diſpoſition 1 is not to be traced ont 
in any one of the Letters of Ganga- 
nelli, and that merely from a love of 
peace, I have declined to relate re- 
flections and fats, which no other 
Editor would have ſuppreſſed. 


Ganganelli had the re-uniting of 
"the Proteſtants ſo much at heart, that 
he inceſſantly recommended a ſpirit 
of peace, mildneſs and charity; and 
it is evident that they are the objects 
of that evangelical toleration, which 
be ſpeaks of with ſuch ot 
and equity. 


At the end of this W « a nd 
account of the privatelife of Clement 


XIV, by F. Francis, will be found, 
th which 
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which is both agreeable and engag- 
ing by its variety, and which ought 
not to be confounded with a fictiti- 
ous publication in his name: howe- 


ver, an intelligent public will eaſily 
diſtinguiſh the difference. 


I will conclude with repeating 
what was ſaid lately by a nobleman 
of the court; When a man has had 
* ſufficient merit to riſe to the papal 
6 Dignity from being only a ſimple 
* Friar, we may very well believe him. 
yp capable of writing excellent Let- 


ters. bo 


Beſides the > di leſſons of 
Morility, which is to be met with 
in this collection, there is à letter on 
the obedience due tocrqwned, heads, 


which oupht to engage he attention 


of all nations, but more 55 Rich Arly 
the hearts of all true 5 nem 2 


Some 
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Some other little pieces of Gan- 
ganelli are added to the laſt Part, 
which will be found as agreeable as 
his Letters. 
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LETTER CXXXII. 


af | = 8 
TO THE ABBE FRUGONI. 


s iR, | 

AM very much ſurpriſed at your hav- 
ing thought proper to addreſs the Po- 
ems, which you laſt publiſhed, to me, 
who know nothing of the art of Poetry, 
but enough to make it a ſubject of ſuper- 
ficial converſation ; that is to ſay, like 
thoſe who never made it their ſtudy. 
However, this does not prevent me from 
admiring whatever you give to the public, 
or my ſoul from being fired at reading a 
fine Poem. It is impoſſible to peruſe 
ſome Lyric pieces without being inſpired, 
in a degree, with the genius of the com- 
poſer. 

Vol, III. B I com- 
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2 LETTERS OF GANGANELLI, 

I compare Poetry to thoſe variegated 
flames that we ſee blazing in ſome kinds 
of fire-works, which we do not diſcover 
clearly, unleſs we are deeply impreſſed 
with their beauty. 

Beſides, we muſt be totally inſenſible to 
the beauties of Nature, if we are not af- 
fected by the images which are preſented 


to our view, by the great Poets. Such, 
for example, as may be found in our 


Metaſtaſio, and in your works, my dear 
Abbe, that muſt affect the moſt unfeel- 
ing ſouls. It is a new world, enriched 
with unexpected delights, much ſuperior 
to our moſt beautiful flowers, as theſe, 
at the end of a few days, fade away, 
while ſublime Poetry deſcends to the 
lateſt poſterity. 

While I was at College I attempted to 
compoſe ſome ſhort rural pieces, but I 


was ſo little ſatisfied with them, that I 
had the merit of committing them to the 


flames as ſoon as they were compoſed ; 
and all the advantage I derived from 
them, 
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them, was, to acquire a readineſs of ex- 
preſſion, and a greater flow of ideas. 

Poetry is like an excellent muſical in- 
ſtrument, it is not to be touched but by 
the hand of a maſter. A piece of wretch- 
ed poetry is like a muſical compoſition 
performed by an execrable fiddler, which 
grates the ſoul, torments the mind, and 
diſguſts the man of true taſte. There is 
not a man capable of reliſhing flights of 
genius, whom the beauties in the book of 
Pſalms do not render an Enthuſiaſt in 
ſpite of himſelf, I confeſs that I feel 
myſelf a poet every time that I repeat the 
Pſalms. | 

What energy, what deſcriptions, what 
majeſty! We leave the ſubject, we for- 
get ourſelves, we become the Prophet 
himſelf, or rather let me ſay, we become 
divine. But alas! how ought we to be 
grie ved, when we ſee Poetry, which was 
originally deſtined to ſing the praiſes of 
the Eternal, (ſince Moſes, who employed a 
it for ſo glorious a purpoſe, is the moſt 
, ancient writer) deſcending from ſuch 

B2 ſublimity 
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ſublimity to-deify ſome mortal, more 
brutal than the brutes themſelves. 


The Poets, for the honour of their art, 
which elevates them to ſo high a rank, 
ought never to have proſtituted it. They 
would have had much more reſpect, and 
more honour paid them, and the whole 
world would not have commenced Poets 
with or without genius. Every one muſt 
now ſing the object of his paſſion; and 
we ſee Poems, which are both ridiculous 
and indecent, burſting forth from all 
quarters. 
Every ſcience which ſtrays out of its 
ſphere, draws after it a thouſand incon- 
veniencies. The Almighty hath aſſigned 
to all things their proper boundaries, and 
for the univerſal harmony, he would have 
it regarded; without which, the univerſe 
would be a maſs of confuſion. | 
The errors of infidelity take their riſe 
from beſtowing the attributes of Theo- 
logy upon Philoſophy, and propoſing that 
Theology, like Mathematics, ſhould 
prove by demonſtration. 


It 


It 
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It is the ſame with Poetry, which was 
in the beginning ſacred, having no other 
object but the Deity, but is now become 
entirely earthly by its abuſe. Some peo- 
ple have been even ſo wicked as to employ 
it againſt God himſelf, although its inſti- 
tution had no other aim but to-render 
praiſe to the Almighty ; and that employ- 
ment is certainly its higheſt honour. Ad- 
dreſſing excellent poetry to-periſhable ob- 
jects, is ſcattering diamonds in. the duſt. 
Poetry is then perverted, and the poet 
makes himſelf truly contemptible. Nei- 
ther Arts nor Sciences have any genuine 
greatneſs but when they are employed in 
remounting to their ſource. 

You did not expect, my dear Abbe, 
that a piece of Poctry would have pro- 
cured you a Sermon, and the rather, be- 
cauſe there are but few ſermons on Mount 
Parnaſſus; and that poetic licenſe fre- 
quently gives a greater liberty to Poets 
than they ought to take. If all your 
Poetry is equal to that which you have 


addreſſed to me, I muſt praiſe the Genius. 
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which made you a Poet. According to 
your defire, I will impart it to our com- 
mon friend, and I am perſuaded, he will 
be as well pleaſed with it as I am. 

It muſt be owned, that the country of 
the Parmeſan where you live, contributes 
greatly to inſpire poetical enthuſiaſm. I 
have more than once croſſed it with a 
great deal of pleaſure, and thought, if I 
had been a Poet, I would have celebrated 
the beauties of the fine plains, and the 
numerous flocks which make their greateſt 
ornament. It is evident, that you have 
introduced the moſt agreeable. objects 
that are to be met with in Parma, Co- 
lorno, and their environs, in your Po- 
ems. 

Here is a poor pitiful piece of Proſe, in 
return for your fine verſes; but ſuch a Po- 
et as you can embelliſh every thing, and 
will therefore put this letter into ſuch a 
pleaſing dreſs, as will render it capable of 
making you accept with pleaſure all the 
eſteem and friendſhip, with which I am, 


&c, 0 


Rome, 10th March, 1753. 
LETTER 


POPE CLEMENT XIV. 7 


LETTER CXXXIV. 


TO THE SAME, 
7 
MY DEAR ABBE, 


OU ſo captivate me by your charm- 

ing verſes, that I believe you abſo- 
lutely deſign to make me a Poet; howe- 
ver, you will not ſucceed in the attempt. 
No man has ſuch a reliſh: for your Poetry; 
bur I have neither the fire of Mount Par- 
naſſus, nor that enthuſiaſm which ſome- 
times flames more fiercely than Veſuvius 
itſelf. 

I believe the perſon, whoſe intereſt you 
eſpouſe, will ſucceed at Naples. I have 
ſtrongly recommended him to the Prince 
San Severo, a Protector of the Arts and 
Sciences, and a man equally diſtinguiſhed 
for his obliging temper and extenſive 
knowledge; but the perſon you recom- 
mend muſt give the moſt intenſe appli- 
cation, eſpecially at firſt. I have em- 
ployed all my abilities to convince him 
that in the art of Sculpture there is no 
B 4 medi- 
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mediocrity, and that an artiſt ought to 
have two ſouls, in order to transfuſe one 
of them into his work. 

I heartily wiſh that in him may revive 
thoſe great maſters who have made . our 
fineſt ſtatues almoſt ſpeak. The Sculp- 
tor has the advantage of relie vo, which 
the Painter has: not ; but, in return, the 
Painter has the reſource of colouring. 
Thus has every art its peculiar perfec- 
tions and defects. 

You would ſenſibly oblige me, if you 
could by any means compoſe a Canticle 
in praiſe of a Saint, to be ſung by a good 
ſiſterhood of Nuns on his feſtival. | 

The Saint in queſtion is Cajetan, with 
whoſe life you are certainly acquainted ; 
for I ſuppoſe you know other divinities 
beſides thoſe of Parnaſſus. 

I intreat you will ſend me the perform- 
ance as ſoon as poſſible : it is to be ſet to 
muſic, and ſung in parts,. not in the 
church, but in the convent, therefore 
Italian only is requeſted. 


Conſider 
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Conſider that, notwithſtanding your ut- 
moſt diligence, you will not have it in 
your power to prevent the impatience of 
the perſons who ardently deſire this Canti- 
cle, 

Five or ſix ſtrophes will be ſufficient, 
eſpecially. from a writer of your preciſion. 
and energy, which enable you to expreſs 
a great deal, and with great ſtrength in 
few words, 

Preciſion, and. the talent of reducing, 
a multitude of objects and beauties 
within the compaſs of a ſmall piece, are 
noble qualifications. | 

Clumſy. Proſe is very defective, but 
clamſy Poetry is- intolerable: There 
ought not to be a ſingle ſuperfluous epi- 
thet, and every word, as far as is poſſi- 
ble, ſhould convey a thought... 

Hence is Taſſo an admirable Poet. He 
gives his genius a ſpring, by erouding 
his-thoughts wonderfully cloſe. The caſe 
is not the ſame with Arioſto and Dante, 
who lead their readers alternately through 
;*:-. the 
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the moſt flowery fields, and the moſt 
barren deſerts. 


The peruſal of them actually reſembles 
a long journey, in which we meet with 
agreeable and diſguſting ſpots. 

It is in compliment to you that I have 
{ſpoken ſo long of poetry, as it is to pro- 
cure the greateſt pleaſure to myſelf that 
I aſſure you of the inviolable eſteem 1 


have vowed to you, and with which I 


am, &c. 


LETTER CXXXV. 
TO THE ABBE NICOLINL 
ARDON me, my dear Abbe, if I 
cannot join in your opinion of that 
hiſtory which you ſo much admire. I 
think it is written with too much warmth, 
and there is every reaſon for ſuppoſing 


that a Hiſtorian has given himſelf up to 


the tranſports of his imagination, when 
he expreſſes himſelf ſo zealouſly. 
Moderation 
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Moderation is highly neceſſary in an 
author who ſhould ſee things with tempe- 
rance, and weigh them with juſtice. 
Hiſtory is not a Poem. There ought to 
be ſome flowers, a few reflections, a num- 
ber of portraits, but, above all, a noble 
ſimplicity. 

H an Hiſtorian is not poſſeſſed of good 
ſenſe, wit, fire and genius, he will make 
but an indifferent writer. Good ſenſe is 
wanted to make a proper ſelection of 
facts, wit to diſplay them, fire to ani- 
mate them, and genius to produce infor- 
mation and inſtruction. 

Moſt Hiſtories are more or leſs accu- 
rate, according to the complexion of the 
Hiſtorian. The man who is all fire, re- 
lates an event very differently from him 
who is cold as ice, and their accounts of 
the ſame thing bear no reſemblance, 
from whence it comes that we daily read 
and hear things exaggerated without the 
narrator having any intention to miſlead, 
but hurried on by an impetuous imagi- 
nation, 
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nation, he mige his ſtory ſo as to 
disfigure it altogether. | 

There are not two people who ſee the 
ſame object in the ſame light, and exprefs 
themſelves exactly alike in their deſcrip- 
tions. The ſoul is equally wonderful in 


its variety as in its conceptions. The 


ſoul, ſimple and immaterial as it is, yet 
multiplies itſelf as if it really could be di- 
vided. When I reflect that all theſe 
works, with which our libraries are filled, 
iſſue from the ſoul, I cannot help wonder- 
ing at myſelf, and being pleaſed with the 
thought of my poſſeſſing within me the 
ſeeds of ſo much knowledge and ſuch ex- 
tenſive ideas; and that ſentiment he- 
comes more enlivened, when I reflect 
that it is the ſame ſoul which procures 
me the happineſs of knowing and eſteem- 
ing you, and to be able to aſſure you how 
much I am, &c. 
Ro E, 23 February, 1754. 


LETTER. 


PL 
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LETTER CXXXVL 


TO THE R. F. BLEDOWSKI, PROVINCIAL OF THE 
F. F. MINOR CONVENTUALS OF THE PROVINCE 
OF POLAND. 


REVEREND FATHER, 
CAN aſſure you, that your R. F. Aſ- 


ſiſtant, has ſpared no watchings, no 
pains, no means, to terminate to our ſa- 
tisfaction, the affair of the Minor Con- 
ventuals againſt the reformiſts, which was 
brought before the congregration of bi- 
ſhops and regulars. 

I am witneſs, that he fought with the 
ſpirit of an Iſmael, eſpecially, as every 
man's hand was againſt him, and none 
came to his ſuccour. I did not fail to ex- 
ert my utmoſt efforts to promote the ſuc- 
ceſs of this affair; but they can ſcarce 
be reckoned as any thing, in compariſon 
of the ſteps taken by your Father Aſſiſt- 
ant. You cannot believe how ſincerely 
I congratnlate you, and how heartily I re- 
Joice at your gaining this cauſe. 
| If, 
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If, peradventure, new attacks ſhould 
be made, we ſhall neither want hopes to 
ſuceeed, nor ſtrength to repulſe them, nor 
courage to perſevere. | 

Heaven preſerve you, and be perfectly 
convinced, that I ſhall always be equally 
zealous for you and your intereſts, as I 
promiſe it, while I aſſure you of all the 
reſpect, with which I am, 


F. LAURENT GANGANELL1I, 


Conſultor of the Holy Office. 
Rowe, 1 March, 1755; 


LETTER CxXXVII. 

TO THE ABBE GENOVEST: 
T ſight of the metaphyſical ideas, 
with which you have filled the work 
which you have communicated to me, 
my thoughts upon that ſubject were rouſ- 
ed, and, according to my ſlender abili- 
ties, I formed an idea of man, ſuch as he 
is, 


POPE CLEMENT XIV. 15 


is, and ſuch as he ought to be. I ſee him 
at one and the ſame time, ſo little, and fo 
great; ſo weak, and ſo ſtrong, that I 
have been at once, both vain and exceſ-_ 
ſively humbled. 

You will judge for yourſelf if I have 
rightly obſerved. I have ſubjoined to this 
letter ſuch a picture, as my feelings, or 
imagination has been able to delineate ; 
and if you find in it what you wiſh, I 
ſhall bedelighted with the thoughts of hav- 
ing ſeconded your views, and contributed 
to the work, which you are about to 
publiſh, upon God and Man. 

It is not of ſo much importance upon 
ſuch a ſubject to ſay things that are new, 
as to ſay them well. Readers of Meta- 
phyſics are often diſguſted by the writers 
affecting to be very abſtract. The more 
ſimple and natural things are, the more 
they are beautiful, Metaphyſics, to ar- 
rive at truth, ſhould only give us back the 
impreſſion of our own feelings, when the 
diſpute is about the faculties: of the ſoul, 

other- 
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© otherwiſe we wander in the land of Chi- 
meras. 

The moſt part of Metaphyſicians, 
both ancient and modern, thought that 
they muſt erect ſyſtems, which has been 
the great ſource of that ridicule to which 
metaphyſics have been expoſed, for the 
ſcience in itſelf has the greateſt truth and 
ſimplicity. 

The eye of the mind is not like the 
eye of the body. That which I ſee in 
idea, my neighbour does not ſee, becauſe 
our ideas ariſe from a thouſand different 
cauſes : from whence, the great diverſity 
of opinions among Philoſophers, which 
perſuaded Malebranche, that we ſee every. 
thing in God, and Locke, that our ideas 
originate in the ſenſes. 

I approve your ſentiments the more, 
that you are not a ſyſtem-monger, and 
becauſe you are not for tying people down 
to your opinions: all your ideas ſeem to 
me to be diſtinct, your principles clear 
and your conſequences Juſt ; fo that your 

work 
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work is. the fruit of a ſound judgment, 
and ſolid underſtanding. 

If you find opponents after you have 
publiſhed your opinions, it will be a proof 
that you have not convinced them, and a 
ſufficient reaſon for your not attempting to 
reply. There are certain writers who will 
cry out, and you muſt give them leave to 
bark. They would new-mould all men 
who are not of their opinion. 

As your book is to appear in Latin, I 
thought it was beſt to write the remarks 
you require in that language, as it is as 
familiar to me as the Italian. If you find 
any little touches worthy of your work, it 
will be eaſy to introduce them, only 
adapting them to your own ſtyle, and 
you will give them an eſſential merit, by 
the manner in which they will be appro- 
priated. 

It will, perhaps, be the firſt time that a 
pen of gold, and a leaden one, have 
been employed in the execution of the 
ſame work; but you would have it ſo, 
and I could not refuſe when it gave me 


v3 
— 
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and 'opportunity of proving the eſteem 
and attachment, with which I am, &c. 
Rome, 22d June 1755. 


PICTURE OP MAN. 


M AN preſents himſelf under ſo many 
different aſpects, he unites ſo many con- 
traditions, that he muſt neceſſarily ap- 
pear to be a creature entirely celeſtial, or 
a being entirely animal. By his ſoul, he 
ſtands in the moſt glorious and intimate 
relation to the Deity. By his body, in 
the moſt humbling and moſt ſtriking 
manner, doth he participate in non-enti- 
ty. In the firſt view, he is a light which 
delights by its purity; in the ſecond a 
night which terrifies by its darkneſs. ' 

The reſult of beholding him from 
theſe different points of view, is, that the 
man of Lucretius is not the man of De- 
ſcattes ; nor he of Spinoſa, the man of 
Paſcal; and that if we would have a defi- 
nition of ourſelves, conformable to our 
excellencies and imperfections, we muſt. 
make our enquiry of Religion, to gain 
an exact knowledge of our nature. 


Chriſ- 
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- Chriſtianity, ſecure from every deſtruc- : 
tive ſhoal, by always keeping a juſt me- 
dium, points out to us man upon earth, 
and in the boſom of God, as in a double 
center, whence we iſſued, and to which 

we muſt return. 0 

The looks which every infant raiſes to 
Heaven from the moment af its birth, 
the tears with which it bedews its cradle, 
in a ſtriking manner, prove its origin to 
be at once terreſtrial and divine. If its ſoul, 
like a budding flower, expands by inſenſi- 
ble degrees, the reafon 1s, that it depends 
upon a body, ſluggiſh in its progreſſions. 

At laſt, the moment comes when Rea- 

ſon pierces its way ; and at firſt is only a 
ſpark, which either kindles a deſtructive 
flame, or produces a lively and beneficial _ 
light, according to the manner in which 
it is guided, and the objects to which it 
is attached. I ſpeak here of the Paſſions, 
the appetites and education, which are ſo 
many influences acting upon man, with 
different degrees of vigour. If ſenſible 
things acquire dominion over him, he be- 

comes 
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comes the miſerable ſlave of every ſur- 
Tounding object; and if on the contrary, 
he be governed by ſpiritual things, he is 
monarch of himſelf, and his Reaſon ſhines 
forth in all its luſtre. Then God always 
appears preſent to him, and the creatures 
are in his eyes only periſhable bleſſings, 
which he muſt uſe as if he uſed them not. 
The manner in which men are educat- 
ed, the climate under which they are 
born, the impreſſions they receive, the 
objects by which they are environed, be- 
come ſo many moulds in which they are 
caſt into a variety of ſhapes. Thus, the 
Indian is not an European, and hence the 
difference between the diſciple of Ariſto- 
tle, and the man formed by Newton; 
the eſſence is the ſame, but the ſhades 
are ſo different, as to produce thoughts 
and perceptions, entirely unlike. 

Hence ought we to reward, as a parti- 
cular bleſſing of Providence, the happi- 
neſs of being born under a government 
which rectifies our thoughts, and in. the 
boſom of a family which inſtructs us in 
the principles of Virtue. 


One 


* 
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One thing is certain, that every man, 
in whatever region he may be born, owes 
a duty to God, to his neighbour, and to 
his country; and that he ought to endea- 
vour to inform himſelf of the truth, that 
he may not be the dupe of a falſe religion, 
nor fall a prey to Superſtition, Another 
truth, equally inconteſtible, is, that a man, 
if he be only a private citizen, ought to 
ſtrive, by his labour and his talents, to 
render himſelf uſeful to the community : 
if of an elevated rank, he owes a tribute 
to the public, which muſt be paid, either 
by his application to affairs, by his bene- 
ficence, or his valour. He who, in theſe 
. three ways, diſcharges his obligations, is 
really a great man, and ſtatues ought to 
be erected to him by the hands of Grati- 
—_—.: 

The man, converſant with himſelf, lives 
almoſt perpetually in an enemy's country: 
boiling blood, a wandering imagination, 
. contradictory deſires, fiery paſſions, raiſe 
an inteſtine war, often attended by the 


moſt fatal conſequences. — He who deſires 
to 


— 
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to guide himſelf by the rules of wiſdom, 
muſt paſs his life in a continual ſtruggle : 
for in us there are two men, the terreſtrial - 
and the ſpiritual, who are inceſſantly at 
war, and agree only when enlightened 
Reaſon is the pilot, and an upright heart 
the helm. Thus is man an object of ad- 
miration, or of pity, according to his 
conduct. 

It would be an endleſs taſk to enume- 
rate all his inconſiſtencies, all his contra- 
ditions. His Soul, his Spirit, his Rea- 
ſon, his Will, though they have nothing 
material in them, yet, like the four ele- 
ments, are engaged in a never- ceaſing con- 
flict; and by theſe are produced ſtorms 
and volcanos, which disfigure the image 

of the Creator; for the more cloſely we 
examine Human Nature, the more clearly 
do we diſcover that it cannot be clothed 
with ſuch grandeur and majeſty, without 
being the emanation of a ſupreme Intel- 
ligence. 

Man, when he bridles his Paſſions, and 
allows them only a reaſonable liberty, de- 
ſerves 
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ſerves the homage due toVirtue, it is then, 
and only then, that he proclaims himſelf 
really the Lord of the Creation. The dif- 
ferent ways of life preſented to us, when 
our Reaſon is capable of deciding, are 
ſo many means of arriving at perfection, 
but it is requiſite to make a proper choice, 
otherwiſe we become monſters in ſociety, 
and diſturb ti harmony which ought to 
ſubſiſt among reaſonable creatures. But 
man, almoſt conſtantly miſled by ſenſible 
objects, often miſtakes his vocation ; and 
hence ariſes that ſhock of ſo many differ- 
ent paſſions, which ſet him at variance 
with himſelf, which diſturb families, 
ſhake empires, and darken every virtue. 
Thus we do rarely behold man in his 
true point of view. We think it is really 
he, when we only ſee an aſſemblage of 
whims, caprices, and opinions borrowed 
from the books, or the company he has 
converſed with. Even his ſtudies com- 
monly ſerve only to disfigure his nature, 
by ſtripping him of what is his own, and 


rendering him a factitious perſonage. 
St. Au- 
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St. Auguſtine ſaid, that man, conſider- 
ed in his eſſence, and in all his relations, 
is an ænigma, of all others moſt difficult 
to be ſolved. In fact, almoſt always va- 
rying his liken:ſs, he eſcapes from the 
pencil when we want to draw his portrait, 
From his ſtate of dependence on a periſh- 
able and fleſhy body, his thoughts are 
agitated, like his blood, and participate 
in its fluidity. No power but the Deity 
himſelf was capable of eſtabliſhing ſo inti- 
mate an union between an indiviſible ſoul, 
and a ſubſtance compoſed of parts, be- 
tween an immortal ſpirit, and a maſs of 
fleſh, deſtined to be reduced into duſt, in 
a word, between thoughts and ſenſations, 
ideas and fibres, affections and nerves. 

It is ſufficient then to deſcend into, and 
contemplate ourſelves, in order to be wit- 
neſſes of a prodigy every moment renew- 
ed; but we find there only a horrible 
abyſs, if God doth not occupy the firſt rank 
within us. Each of us ought to erect a 
throne to the Deity, in his own heart; 
_ otherwiſe, it becomes a chaos, without 
order or ſymmetry. 


The 


— 
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The ſoul, ſurrounded by the ſenſes, re- 
ſembles a king encircled by his guards; 
but if this centinel ſuffers himſelf to be 
forced, and be not attentive to repulſe 
thoſe vices that would uſurp the ſovereign- 
ty, and make themſelves maſters of the 
place, then doth man groan in the moſt 
cruel anarchy. | 

. Hence comes it that materialiſts, and 
vicious men are ſo numerous. The germ 
of immortality is choaked, and the foul 
is utterly diſregarded, while they blindly 
follow the torrent of the paſſions. In vain 
doth ſhe employ the voice of her faithful 
monitor Conſcience : they withdraw from 
her the obedience which is her due; and 
openly treat as a chimera, that purely 
intellectual ſubſtance, which may be juſtly 
called the Mother of our Thoughts, of 
our Reaſonings, and our Affections. 

Man quits the path of Reaſon, when he 
attributes thoſe aſtoniſhing operations to 
the inert maſs of his body, and dares to at- 
tribute the honour of them to the acrimo- 
ny of his bile, or the quick circulation of 

Vol. III. 3 his 
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his blood. None but a ſpiritual being can 


produce immaterial ideas. The moſt ſub- 


tile particles of air and fire might be col- 


lected, might be agitated in every direc- 


tion, but never be formed into a ſyllo- 


giſm. Flame, radiant and penetrating 


as it is, has never yet given birth to a 
ſingle thought, or a ſingle argument. 
That thought, which in an inſtant makes 


the circuit of the world, which ſubjects the 
univerſe to its obſervations, which, with 
the moſt rapid flight, riſes even to the in- 


finite Being, which has neither ſituation, 


figure, nor colour, which imperiouſly 
commands, and forces the body to obey 


its orders; — tell me how it can be a part 
of that ſame body? 


Was it then more difficult for God to 
create ſpirits than matter ?—lIf he is eſſen- 


tially Omnipotent, why ſhould he not pro- 
duce intellectual beings? If a thought is 


really ſpiritual, muſt not the ſoul too which 


ingenders it, be ſpiritual? Here we may 
properly apply the ſaying of Horace, 
Fortes creantur fortibus —— 


Fa Nec imbellum feroces 
Progenerant Aquilz columbam. 


The 
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The Brave and Good are Copies of their Kind, 
; nor can the Bird of Jove, 

6 Tnwrepid, fierce, beget th' unwarlike Dove. 

| Faaxcis, 


"Je was n-ceſſary that man ſhould be at 
the ſame time terreſtrial and ſpiritual, in 
order to anſwer his deſtination, according 
to the will of the Deity. — Without a bo- 
dy he could not have enjoyed the mate- 
rial world, of which he was to be an in- 
habitant. Without a ſoul, he would have 
been incapable of the knowledge and poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Creator. As a mixed being, 
he is at once ſubordinate to the elements, 
and ſuperior to the univerſe. He applies 
the Sciences to a thouſand agreeable and 
uſeful purpoſes; he uſes them, with the 
greateſt ſucceſs, to rectify his ideas, to 
enlarge his underſtanding, and riſe to the 
knowledge of the Supreme Being. 

Without Man, the earth is only a vaſt 
deſart ; let us give it a juſter epithet, it is 
only a grave: it requires his hand for its 
cultivation; his ſociety, to be inhabited; 
0 that, with reaſon ſhe looks up to him 

C 2 as 
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as her maſter and ſovereign. Accord- 
ingly ſhe is attentive to acknowledge his 
ſupremacy and his care, by offering him, 
according to the courſe of the ſeaſons, the 
moſt beautiful flowers and the moſt excel- 
lent fruits. ny 

The misfortune is, that this Man, whom 
the earth obeys as her King, leaves marks 
of his crimes and errors; there is no coun- 
try which has not been bedewed with 
Bloodſhed, by Hatred or Fanaticiſm, by 
Love or Ambition. The Virtues have ne- 
ver appeared in the world but like flaſhes 
of lightning, which ſhine and diſappear i in 
the boſom of the ſtorms. 

Yet, perhaps, Man is not ſo malignant 
as is imagined: idleneſs leads him into 


more exceſſes than perverſity. Opportu- | 


nities of doing miſchief riſe in crouds 
round the man who is unemployed ; and 


if the women be reproached with a prone- 
neſs to loquacity and ſcandal, the reaſon 
is that commonly they have nothing to 


do. I have not pretended to paint Man 


ſuch as he is, but I have ſaid enough to 


give 


— 
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give a juſt idea of him, and oblige him to 
own, that when he unites himſelf to God, 
he is a whole, but when ſeparated from 
him — nothing. 

- Reaſon without Religion, like thoſe lu- 
minous exhalations which riſe in the bo- 
ſom of Night, enlighten only to guide to 


the brink of ſome precipice. 


- This age offers the moſt ſorrowful ex- 
amples of it. This age, which, notwith- 
ſtanding the wit and knowledge with 


which it is decorated, ſeems to forget 


God himſelf, in order to . and 
adore phantoms. 


Every man ought naturally to be diſ- 
guſted at ſuch an abſurdity; but the 
name of Philoſopher, beſtowed on thoſe 
who queſtion the immortality of the foul 
and the exiſtence of a Deity, impoſes up- 
on the multitude, and cauſes the moſt 
pernicious ſophiſts to be regarded as the 
moſt infallible oracles. 

Let man re-enter into himſelf, let him 
interrogate his ſoul, his heart, his conſci- 
ence, in a word, all his faculties ; and he 


will find the- ſtrongeſt arguments in fa- 
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vour of Religion; but for this purpoſe he 
muſt chain down his appetites and ſub- 
due his paſſions; for they are ſo many li- 
ars, ſo many impoſtors, who inceſſantly 
preach up Materialiſm, and extol the * 
of pleaſure. 

That Man ſhould dime with fa 
culties capable of raiſing him even to the 
Eternal, capable of forming the moſt ſub- 
lime communication with that Being, ca- 
pable of making their poſſeſſor immortal, 
either by a cultivation of the Sciences, or 
yet ſhould choke thoſe precious ſeeds !— 


How melancholy is the conſideration! 


The greateſt part of Mankind are mere 
abortions ; they either cramp their heart 
by attaching it only to periſhable objects, 
or ſtifle their underſtanding by employing; 
it only in uſeleſs purſuits. Even the moſt 
ſublime ſciences are below the dignity of. 
our ſouls, if they lead us not up to the 
Deity their principle. and their end. 

All thefe misfortunes have their ſource 
in Man's not being ſufficiently ſenſible of 
the excellence of his ſoul, in his placing 

his 


| . | 
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his vanity in what can only humble him, 
in his being from his birth defiled by the 
ſpots of ſin.—Death, which awaits him 
from the.moment of his entrance into the 
world, can alone make him perfectly com- 
prehend the importance of riſing above all 
objects of ſenſe; but Death warns us not 
of our errors, until the time for correcting 
them is no more. We imagine ourſelves 
ſtill in our cradle while he is opening our 
tomb, and caſting us into it in the midſt 
of our projects. It is inconceivable with 
what a rapid courſe the moments flow from 
our birth to our death. Icompare them to 
a flaſh of lightning, which iſſues from a 
cloud again to enter its boſom ; ſo that, in 
a figurative ſenſe, we may ſay Man is born 
and dies in the ſpace of a ſingle day. His 
| birth is the dawn, his infancy the morn- 
ing, his manhood the meridian, and his 


death the evening. Then all objects, re- 
ally, diſappear from him, and eternal night 


overwhelms him in darkneſs; unleſs he be 
illuminated by that uncreated Light with 
which the Juſt ſhall be filled. 
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vour of Religion ; but for this purpoſe he- 
muſt chain down his- appetites and ſub- 


due his paſſions, for they are ſo many li- 


ars, ſo many impoſtors, ho mceſſantly 


preach up Materialiſm, and extol the * 
of pleaſure. 

That Man ſhould be endowed with * 
culties capable of raiſing him even to the 
Eternal, capable of forming the moſt ſub- 


lime communication with that Being, ca- 


pable of making their poſſeſſor immortal, 


either by a cultivation of the Sciences, or 


yet ſhould choke thoſe precious ſeeds !— 
How melancholy is the conſideration! 
The greateſt part of Mankind are mere 


abortions ; they either cramp their heart 
by attaching it only to periſhable objects, 
or ſtifle their underſtanding by employing 


it only in uſeleſs purſuits. Even the moſt 


ſublime ſciences are below the dignity of 
our ſouls, if they lead us not up to the 


Deity their principle. and their end. 
All theſe misfortunes have their ſource 


in Man's not being ſufficiently ſenſible of 
the excellence of his ſoul, in his placing 


his 
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his vanity in what can only humble him, 
in his being from his birth defiled by the 
ſpots of fin.—Death, which awaits him 
from the.moment of his entrance into the 
world, can alone make him perfectly com- 
prehend the importance of riſing above all 
objects of ſenſe ; but Death warns us not 
of our errors, until the time for correcting 
them is no more. We imagine ourſelves 
ſtill in our cradle while he is opening our 
tomb, and caſting us into it in the midſt 
of our projects. It is inconceivable with 
what a rapid courſe the moments flow from 
our birth to our death. Icompare them to 
a flaſh of lightning, which iſſues from a 
cloud again to enter its boſom ; ſo that, in 
a figurative ſenſe, we may ſay Man is born 
and dies in the ſpace of a ſingle day. His 
| birth is the dawn, his infancy the morn- 
ing, his manhood the meridian, and his 


death the evening. Then all objeQs, re- 
ally, diſappear from him, and eternal night 


overwhelms him in darkneſs; unleſs he be 
illuminated by that uncreated Light with 
which the Juſt ſhall be filled. 
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This great object, Man ought to keep in- 
ceſſantly in view. If he would be what 


he ought, let him repreſent to himſelf 
Death holding the fatal urn in which all 

generations are reduced to duſt.— This is 

the ſpectacle on which we muſt fix our 

eyes, if we would live like Chriſtian Phi- 
loſophers. Thus Man, here below, is 

only a ſhadow which muſt paſs away ; if 
we would entertain a high idea of him, 
he muſt be contemplated in eternity. It 
is, doubtleſs, a more glorious object than 
the firmament itſelf, to behold at its birth 

and at its death that worm called Man, 
paſs in the twinkling of an eye even into 
the boſom of God, atthe moment when the 

earth crumbles under his feet, and a tem- 
poral life is taken from him, that it may 
make room for oneentirely divine. 

It is aſtoniſhing that this Man, brought 
into the world for ſo great purpoſes, ſhould 
be ſo incurious to know them, and ſhould 
incorporate himſelf with the vileſt and moſt 
worthleſs objects, while he is expected in 
another world to be eſſentially united with 
the Deity himſelf. 


Conſidering 


Y 
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Conſidering the importance of the ſub- 
ject, Philoſophers have not ſufficiently em- 
ployed themſelves on that inſtant when 
Man becomes nothing upon this earth, in 
order to be a whole in eternity. They ap- 
pear to have looked no farther than the 
grave, and an immortal ſoul which ought 
naturally to be followed in idea, when diſ- 
engaged from the ties which bound it here 
below, ſeems no more to have exiſtence 
or duration. | 

I am ſenſible that the night of the grave 
is a chaos which we cannot unravel while 
we languiſh in this valley of tears. I know 
that, notwithſtanding all the truths reveal 
ed to us by the faith, upon that ſubject, 
we ſhall be in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment on 
our entrance into eternity: it is a gulf in 
which all our reaſon is loſt, and which to 
us will be for ever unknown till ſeen. 

Every time we ſee a man diſappear to 
go into the region of the dead, we ought 
to be aſſured that then all the faculties of 
his ſoul acquire a ſurprizing activity, which 
ſerves to make him feel, in an ineffable 
manner, his eternal happineſs or miſery. 
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Man paſſes into the other life as he came 
into this, without knowing in what coun- 
try he is landed. 

When we have loſt ſight of this world, 
to which we were accuſtomed, another pre- 
ſents itſelf, but ſo extraordinary and fo 
ſublime as to bear no relation to the preſent. 

In vain do we apply to the Sciences, to 
raiſe us, by the help of Religion, to the un- 
created Being: this life, properly ſpeak- 
ing, is only the life of the body, ſo ſevere 
is the tyranny of our appetites and of our 
wants, but the future life is entirely that 
of the ſoul. There will it bloſſom as in 


its proper ſoil; it will no more be clogged 


by a maſs of fleſh, which retarded all its 
operations, and ſo confounded it withi ter- 
reſtrial objects that we would have ſuf- 
fered ourſelves to be captivated by them, 
had not care been taken to ſilence the paſ- 
ſions. Thus muſt we re-unite: the pre- 
ſent with the future, the earth with Hea- 
ven; in a word, this world with the other, 
in order to be thoroughly acquainted with 
Man; for, 1 in fact, he ſo appertauis to the 

. preſent 
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preſent and the future life, that we only 
have the ſhadow of him if we do not fol- 
low him beyond the tomb. There he is 
expected that he may come to the full 
knowledge of his greatneſs; and there he 
will ſee himſelf, like a new phoenix, riſe 
gorgeous and reſplendent fron his aſhes, 
then will he learn that his deſtiny was not 
to vegetate, but to live in the Being of Be- 
ings. | 

Were Man attentive to contemplate 
himſelf here below only, in the view of 
what he is to be at his death, he would not 
anticipate the completion of his exiſtence 
by the fervor of his deſires ; he would wiſh 
to hear frequent mention made of that 
happy moment when he ſhall be ſtripped 
of this miſerable life, which retards his. 
glory and felicity. | 

Death, from which we have ſo great 
averſion, is notwithſtanding the brighteſt 
and moſt glorious moment to Man, if, 
while on this earth, he hath faithfully ful- 
filled his taſk according to the laws pre- 
ſcribed by Religion, I figure to myſelf 
Es | the 
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the good man, in his dying moments, 
like the ſun, which, after being covered 
by a thick cloud, at laſt pierces through 
the ſhades and miſts, and ſhines forth 
with double luſtre. The wants and paſ- 
ſions of this life are ſo many clouds which 
darken us, and hide even from our own 
eyes our dignity and our faculties. 

I am not ſurprized that to the Chriſtian 


Philoſophers Death was a continual ſubject 


of meditation. When rightly viewed, it 
offers to mankind nothing but what is 
great, nothing but what is cheering. But 


vue judge of it only by the ſepulchral hor- 


rors; that is, by what has a relation ſolely 
to our body, and then it appears to us the 
moſt frightful ſpectacle. 

This was what occaſioned the ſaying of 


| Sir Charles Borromeo, © That if Death 


« was the body's enemy, it was the ſoul's 
« good friend; and that man did not un- 
« derftand his own intereſts when he did 
* not with for it.” 

Ought that moment, which will crown 


us with glory and happineſs, to be an ob- 
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ject of our hatred ? The body is a frail 
building which muſt neceſſarily be demo- 


| liſhed, that the ſoul may fly to its center. 


It is like thoſe ſcaffolds which architects 
uſe for the conſtruction of a palace, but 
which they remove when the pile is com- 
pleated. 
It is not to be doubted that the re- 
proaches of conſcience ordinarily give riſe 
to this exceſſive fear of death. Doubtleſs 


it is awful by reaſon of the ever inſcruta- 


ble judgments of God; but he is mercy 
itſelf—he defireth not the death of a ſin- 
ner, and aſſures us that, when we return 
ſincerely to him, he will forget all our 
iniquities, were they numerous as the ſands 
of the ſea, 

In the eyes of Faith, Death, far from 
being the deſtruction of man, is a ſecond. 


creation much more wonderful than the 


firſt; becauſe, inſtead of thoſe miſeries 
with which we have been beſet from our 
birth, we ſhall find, in dying, conſolations 
and bleſſings which the eye hath not 
* ſeen, nor the ear heard, nor hath it en- 


* tered into the heart of man to conceive.” 
LE T- 
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LETTER CXXXVII. 


TO THE REVEREND FATHER, BERTI AN AUGUS- 
TIN FRIAR. 


REVEREND FATHER, 
OUR obſervations which I have read 


with the greateſt attention, and 
likewiſe compared with the doctrine of the 
Fathers, appear to me ſo juſt, that I chear- 
fully ſubmit without offering to reply. 
Nobody loves the truth better than I do; 
neither vanity, nor intereſt, nor any 
worldly motive ſhould prevent us from 
embracing it. To refuſe yielding to evi- 
dence is not only renouncing ſincerity, but 
common ſenſe. _ | 

It is obſtinacy which has cauſed the miſ- 


fortune of all the Enemies of the Church, 


and is the occaſion of a falſe glimmering 
being miſtaken every day for the true light. 
The ſources from whence I derived thoſe 
opinions which you have combated, were 


only little winding rivulets, which had no 


communication with that noble magnifi- 
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cent river which iſſues from the boſom of 
God, and paſſes through the fields of the 
Church, and, after watering the different 
parts, flows back to its native ſpring. It 
is with great reaſon that you bid us beware 
of the greateſt part of Interpreters and 
Commentators, who ſometimes make the 


text of their authors bend to their own 
ſentiments. I muſt have been miſled 


oftner than once, if I had not compared 
the quotations with the originals. 

The holy Father (Benedict XIV.) to 
whom I have often mentioned your affair, 
will be exceſſively glad to ſe: the little 
piece which you have announced to me. 
He is always filled with the higheſt eſteem 
for you, and with reaſon looks upon you 
as one of the Theologians who. does the great- 
eft honour to Italy. Theſe were his own ex- 
preſſions. 


Il did not obſerve, that the doctrine of 
St. Thomas contradicts the doctrine of St. 


Auguſtine upon the ſubject which the per- 
fon we mentioned diſputes ; he muſt have 
dreamt that, as he has done a number of 

7 | other 
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other things. If you have an opportuni- 
ty of replying, it will be no difficult mat- 
ter for you to vanquiſh him. 

Nothing is ſo much to be dreaded in 
the cauſe of Religion, as men of falſe or 
half learning. They either diſguiſe or 
enervate the truth, and nothing flows from 
their pen, but what is either trifling or 
ſuſpicious. But what is ſtill more vexati- 
ous, is their deſire that the ſentiments 
which they have adopted ſhould prevail, 
and when once they have taken the wrong 
fide of the queſtion, they cannot retract 
their opinions. 

Continue to enlighten us by your un- 
derſtanding, but ſo as your health do not 

| ſuffer by too cloſe application. Somebo- 
du who lately ſaw you, informed me, that 
you was very feveriſh. 

Preſent my compliments to your Father 
Prior, to whom, as well as to you my re- 
verend Father, I am with all poſſible eſ- 
teem and attachment, the moſt humble, 


Coaveat of the Ho Lv ArosTLES, 
11th February, 1756. 
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| To THE SAME, 


REVEREND FATHER, | 
OU will do me the pleaſure to run 


over at your leiſure, the three trea- 
tiſes I ſent you. I have employed all my 
ardour in the taſk, but ſtill they have not 
the perfection I could wiſh, or the ſubject, 
deſerves, 

I ſubmit them to your judgment, as a 
learned Doctor perfectly acquainted with 
the Councils, the F athers, and the whole 
chain of tradition. 

In the treatiſe on the Incarnation, Thave | 
endeavoured to collect the great proofs 
which inconteſtibly eſtabliſh the truth of 
this awful myſtery, inſiſting principally 
upon rhe moſt energetic, and beſt capable 
of inculcating it upon the ſenſes, and con- 

vincing the reaſon. 
To treat this matter properly, it would 
have been requiſite to be endowed with a 
portion 
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portion of thoſe lights with which the 
Evangeliſt St. John was favoured, that 
ſublime Apoſtle, who in the boſom of Je- 
ſus Chriſt himſelf imbibed all that he has 
ſuccintly delivered to us concerning the di- 
vinity and human nature of our Lord. 
His goſpel which we recite every day at 
the concluſion of the Maſs, is the moſt 
ſublime treatiſe on the Incarnation : the 
whole is there found in the ſhorteſt com- 
paſs; the eternity of the word, his con- 
ſubſtantiality, his power, his action, and 
laſtly, his union with our nature. No- 
thing remains to be done, except to diſ- 
play at more length thoſe great truths with 
the ſtrength they require, and to hold up 
to view this magnificent picture with the 
touches proper to excite our gratitude and 
adoration, 

I have attempted, as much as poſſible, to 
clear the ſubject of thoſe unprofitable 
queſtions which Theologians areaccuſtom- 
ed to inſert in their treatiſes, and to refute 
the Heretics who combat the ineffable 
myſtery. 
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myſtery of the Incarnation, by cruſhing 
them under the weight of authorities. 

The creation of the world, the world 
itſelf in its preſent ſtate, the vices as well 
as the virtues, darkneſs as well as light; 
all concur-in proving the myſtery of the 
Incarnation: ſo that to ſeparate it from 
the whole conſtitution of the phyſical and 
moral world, argues ignorance of its na- 
ture. Accordingly the Apoſtle never ſpeaks 
of Jeſus Chriſt without affirming clearly, 
that by him alone ſubſiſt the things on 
earth as well as the things in Heaven. It 
was not by the efforts of a ſublime ima- 
gination, that he perceived this Man-God- 
in every thing that has breath, but by 
his intimate knowledge of the depth and 
ſublimity of our divine Religion. 
On the ſubject of the Incarnation, St. 
Paul and St. John are two inexhauſtible 
ſources. Fvery word they pronounce with 
regard to Jeſus Chriſt, is a torrent of light 
to the man who can meditate, 

It is from the ſublime ideas they give 


us of the word, that I have rudely ſketched, 
accord- 


Tf IF '\ p 4 = 


44 LETTERS OF GANGANELLTI, 


according to my feeble lights, the treatiſe 
addreſſed to you.—lIt appears to me, that 
theſe two celeſtial men have ſaid every 


thing poſſible on a ſubje& which can never 


be exhauſted. We hear the Holy Spirit 
ſpeaking by their organs, for it is impoſſi- 


ble that mortals ſhould diſcourſe of the 
 Man-God in a manner ſo ſublime, and 


give ſo much matter in fo few words, if 
they had not been inſpired. It is afto- 


niſhing, that Arius and his ſe& dared to 


ſhew their faces after the Divinity of Jeſus 
Chriſt had been ſo convincingly proved by 
the great Apoſtle, and the Evangeliſt (for 
ſo he is called by way of eminence.) 
All the arguments that can be deviſed 
by human genius, loſe their ſtrength when 


_ Oppoſed to the energetic Epiſtles of St. 


Paul, or to the * and W 
of St. John. 


As to the treatiſes on redeftinativn and 


Grace which I have ſent with the other, we 
likewiſe find in the Apoſtle every thing 
that forms their baſis, and demonſtrates 
their truth. It is impoſſible ta write upon 

this 
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this double ſubje& in a manner worthy of 
it, without carefully collecting all that has 
been ſaid by St. Paul and St. Auguſtine, 
the one as an inſpired author, and the 
other as approved by the Church which 


Cannot err. 


have not ſought to accommodate thoſe 
two great truths to the weakneſs of our 
reaſon and our ideas, eſpecially as Predeſ- 
tination is an ineffable myſtery which 
ought to be ſet forth, not to be explained, 
and that the agreement between Free Will 
and Grace is a gulph no leſs profound, 
ſhould any one attempt to ſound it. 

I begin with declaring the faith to be, 
that God hath choſen certain individuals 
from all eternity, by a free act of his mer- 
cy, 'to make of them veſſels of election, 
and that nevertheleſs they who are loſt, 


are condemned only by reaſon of original 


or actual fin. St. Auguſtine ſets forth this 
truth in the moſt ſenſible manner, by 
quoting as an example, a child who dies 
after or before baptiſm. 
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As there are no merits but through Jeſus 
Chriſt, and God crowns his gifts by crown- 
ing the good works of the Saints, it ap- 
pears to me, that the opinion which main- 
tains that Predeſtination is antecedent to 
the merits, is at bottom the ſame with that 
which affirms it to be poſterior to them. 
Only, in ſo delicate points we muſt beware 
of departing from the faith of the Church 
depoſited in the Councils, eſpecially as 
Predeſtination is a ſource of dangerous 
doctrine if a man gives the leaſt ear to his 
own reaſon, and liſtens only to certain 


modern Doctors who depart "__ the bit 
nion of St. Auguſtine. 1 
Grace is a ſubject no leſs ee if we 
do not take care to confine ourſel ves to 
- what the Church hath ſo often decided on 
this important matter, which forms the 
| baſis of our Redemption, and of which 
we cannot ſpeak too often, becauſe Grace 
is the fruit of the death of Jeſus Chriſt. 
You will ſee that I have treated diftinQ-: | 
ly, and according to the whole authority 
of tradition, of its freedom, of its efficacy, + 
4 | and 
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and of its neceſſity, ſhewing that under the 


ſtrongeſt impreſſions of Grace, man has 


always a real power of reſiſtance. 
© Theſe three treatiſes make the founda- 

tion of Religion, eſpecially as under the 
| Incarnation is comprehended the myſtery 
of the Trinity, and in ſome ſort, that of 
the Church. 
- I have preſerved the metHod of the 
ſchools, but in ſuch a manner that it may 
be pruned at pleaſure. It is introduced 
only as the form of the objections and an- 
ſwers, and an aſſiſtance to thoſe, whoſe 
membey and judgment it is neceſſary to 
fix by the ſyllogyſtic method. 

You will ſes that I have ſtopped where 
I ought, taking care never to ſuffer Rea- 
ſon to ſpeak where Faith impoſes on us 
profound ſilence. 

In ſeveral places you will find your own 
ideas, and I pride myſelf in the acknow- 
ledgement. If in any thing you differ from 


me, let me know it; but I am afraid you 


have not, in ſo ſhort a time, run through 
the three treatiſes : your own labours ſcarce 
leave you leiſure to inſpeQ thoſe of others. 

M. Cerati 


b is” 
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M. Cerati expreſſed ſome deſire of ſee- 


ing my treatiſe upon Grace: you may 


communicate it to him. It bears marks 
of the rapidity with which it was tranſ- 


__.&Rbed by one of my ſcholars, who writes 


well when he has a mind, but. at that time 
he had no mind, 

I faw your R. F. General the other day, 
and we talked only of you. The firſt mo- 
ment I have an opportunity I will let you 
know the reſult of that converſation. 

Your letter is juſt brought to me, by 
which I am ſorry to find that you cannot, 
at, preſent, look into the treatiſes in queſ- 
tion: I am the more concerned, as your 
opinion would have had great weight with 
me. But I am comforted with your aſſu- 
rance, that you will certaialy read them in 
the courſe of the year. a 

I ought not to have ſent you this letter, 
but it is ready, and it ſeems to me defir- 
ous of paying you a viſit, as if ſenſible how | 


great an honour it is to penetrate into your 
cell, and for ſome moments fix your atten- 


tion. I really wiſh that I was in its place, 
and 
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and could fly to you with the ſame ſpeed, 


to tell you, like it, and with it, that Tam, 
and through my whole life ſhall be, filled 
with reſpect, eſteem and attachment for 
your perſon, your knowledge, and et 
excellent qualities. 

P. S. I am deſired by Cardinal Tan. 


-burini, to ſay a thouſand things to you 


from him. He honours me with his good 
wiſhes; and if pride were not forbidden, 


. I ſhould grow prodigiouſly vain, for he is 
| the ornament of the ſacred College, both 
J. by his learning and virtues. | 


LETTER CXL. 


TO MONSTGNOR/ ZALUSKI GRAND RE-_ 


FERENDARY OF POLAND. 


MY LORD, 
HE Library which has been formed 


by your attention, muſt immorta- 
lize your love of the Sciences, and of the 


learned. A man cannot leave a more 
noble monument behind him, eſpecially 
when the books have been ſelected with 

Vor. III. s D taſte, 


* 
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taſte, and in ſuch a manner, as to be 
equally an advantage to the cauſe of Re- 
ligion and his country. 

The common herd of authors are amx- 
ious to acquire reputation, which is the rea- 
{on that we ſee Libraries filled with repe- 
titions, and ufeleſs, idle abſurdities. 
Every one, deſirous: to ſtep forward, 
that he may diſcloſe his peculiar fancies, 
or his dreams, has contributed to form 
that, chaos of writings at preſent in the 
world. The reſt of the world ſtray in that 
labyrinth, whoſe mazes you have ſo well 
traced by your patience and ſagacity. Even 
the catalogues of our Libraries are infinite, 
and it requires ſuch a memory as your's, 
to be able to recolle& them. It were to 
be wiſhed ghat:forthe henour of the human 
mind, that the whole of what has been 
' written, to the preſent time, were reduced 
ta. fax thouſand, volumes in folio (for that 
would, be; enough), and then burn the re- 
mainder, except ſome extracts, which 
might be given in duodecimo-. 

Genius is like a river, which reads jo joy 
and plenty over the face of the country, 

| while 


+ POPE CLEMENT XIV. 5. 
while it glides. on ſmoothly within its 
banks, but brings ruin and devaſtation 
when it ifſues forth from its bed, and 
covers the land with inundations. 
Thus we have ſeen Philoſophy eſcape 
from the limits preſcribed by eternal Wiſ- 
dom; and make encroachments on ſub- 
jects infinitely ſurpaſſing its comprehen- 
ſion, 

Theſe wanderings, to which man gives 
nimſelf up, dangerous as they are, ſerve 


to prove that he was not created to con- 
fine his ideas to this world, but actually 


has @ ſoul which endeavours to penetrate 


through the bark with which it is enve- 
toped, and to aſpire after another region 
than this world. 


Cardinal Paleoti, with great juſtice, 
« faid, That there was nothing, either bet- 
e ter or worſe, than books; and that when 
cc he teflected upon the immenſe number 
of productions of every kind, which offer 


an infult to Truth and Morals, he knew 


* nothing ſohumbling tothe human mind, 


a as the great number of our Libraries.” 


Da It 
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It is certain, that they contain' the' ridicu- 
lous ſyſtems of I do not know how many 
pretended ſages, who make themſelves ce- 
lebrated only for their extravagant fol- 
lies ,—they are the receptacle of an infinite 
number of whimſical and dangerous opini- 
ons, and the depoſitory of all the errors, 
of all the diſgraceful and impious maxims, 
which the perverſity of the human heart 
has been capable of conceiving. | 

I know that this evil is, in ſome degree, 
leſſened by the excellent books which are 
in our poſſeſſion, but alas! how diſtreſſing 
for a rational being to ſee the bad mixed 
in ſo large a proportion with the good 
Thus our immenſe Libraries may be com- 
pared to thoſe uncultivated gardens where 
we ſee a few flowers amidſt a multitude 
of thorns, and ſome beautiful ſhrubs, 
ſhooting up through heaps of ſtones, and 
thickets of brambles; or excellent medi- 
eines intermixed with deadly poiſons: . 
Ik . writers would but reflect a few mi- 
nutes upon the fatal and laſting conſequen- 
ces of works which are written contrary to 


Religion 


4 
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Religion and Morals, they would ſee that 
they are ſowing the ſeeds of Death, to pro- 
duce the moſt bitter fruits; and the more 
excellent the compoſition, the greater 
number of readers will be corrupted. 

You cannot do better than to prune from 
the: immenſe collection which forms your 
Library, all uſeleſs or dangerous works. 
Man' is ſufficiently inclined to go aſtray of 
himſelf without being excited, by bad ex- 
ample, to give way to his wicked inclina- 
tions, It is true, that we derive ſome ad- 
vantageseven from poiſons, by being able, 
ſometimes, to extract from them powerful 
remedies; but an impious or obſcene hook 
can never produce any good eſſects. 

It is even, almoſt always, a dangerous 
attempt to refute them, becauſe it makes 
them more known, and kindles a deſire to 
poſſeſs them; for as Horace ſays, Wĩ love 
whatever is forbidden. 
But not to mention the books which are 

hurtful to the morals of ſociety, it is aſto- 
niſhing what numbers of trifling ſuperflu- 
ous compoſitions overwhelm the Republic 
9 0 Dag > of - 
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of Leiters] Our progenitors, who unhap- 
pily poſſeſſed talents, but too luxuriant, 
offended by a tireſome and diſguſting 
prolixity ; we are obliged frequently to 
lay them aſide after having read them for 
whole days, without being able to dſeo- 
ver any thing but a few thoughts buried' 
in endleſs torrents of words; while, on 
the other hand, by mining ſuch faults 
we fly to the oppoſite extreme, and daily 
publiſh books which are very ſuperficially 
written, in which no fubſtance can be 
found but a light ſearf-ſkin. © ' 
It is thus that all ages act in a contra-! 
dictory manner, and ſuch extraordinary 
impertinences are to be found in their col. 
lections, yet it would be of no great con- 
ſequence if this exceſſive copiouſneſs, or 
conciſeneſs, was confined to boołs of lit 
tle or no ſignification; but even thoſe 
productions which handle the moſt im- 
portant ſubjects, are either too Nb or 
too flightly written. e 
Our fathers wrote Diſſertations upon the: 
moſt trifling ſubjects; and we convert in- 


to Novels and Romances matters of the 
moſt 


7 = * 
* 
* E * of * 
*. Y 
. 


POPE. CLEMENT XV. 55 


moſt eſſential conſequence, and which me- 
rit our higheſt regard. In this age, we 
are in a hurry to become Authors, without 
giving our thoughts time to bud, much 
leſs to ripen. We throw out our opinions: 
at random, almoſt as ſoon as they are 
hatched, ſo that theſe ſhapeleſs produCti- 
ons, without nouriſhment to ſupport 
them, periſh almoft at the very ſtant of 
their birth. 

Nobody, my Lord, underſtands this bet- 
ter than you, who are perfeQly acquaint- 
ed with the learned all oyer Europe, and 
| know wherein lies the ſtrength and weak 
neſs of your cotemporaries. They, who 
draw from the ſources of every country, 
inform themſelves of the genius of all na- 
tions, and know how to affix a proper e eſ- 
timate upon the preſent age. | 

I laugh ſometimes to ſee the fantaſtical 
arrangement of books in ſome Libraries, 
| where the moſt ſublime writer is placed 
by the fide of the moſt indifferent: the 
moſt learned, with the moſt extraygant i 
and the moſt pious upon the ſame ſhelf 
with the moſt abandoned. 

Da It 
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It is a picture of the world where we ſee 
the moſt enormous vices in the ſame 
dwelling with the moſt eminent virtues. : 
However, after all, a public Library is 

a treaſure for a country, eſpecially as the 
_ Chriſtian Religion, unlike all other reli- 
gions, does not dread being expoſed to 
view, for the more it is examined, the more 
will its divine origin be acknowledged. For 
which reaſon it were to be wiſhed, that the 
religious ſocieties, who have excellent Li- 
braries, would lay them open for the in- 
ſpection of the curious: it would be a pre- 
ſervative againſt that idleneſs which ſtifles 
the genius of great numbers of people, and 
throws them headlong into the moſt dan- 
gerous errors, = 

I am informed, that there are ſome 
young people who owe their knowledge 
and love of ſtudy to the Libraries which 
we enjoy in this city. In them they paſſ- 
ed thoſe critical moments which are uſu- 
ally given to pleaſure and diſſipation, and 
never quitted them without a freſh deſire 
ior ſtudy. 


_ 

4 a 

1 * 
9 8 


POPE CLEMENT XIV. 5, 
It is only requiſite to inſtruct the Li- 
brarians, to be careful that they do not 
lend all kinds of books without diſtincti- 
on. Prudence requires that there ſhould 
be a very particular attention paid to this 
article, and the regulations which you 
have made upon that head, my Lord, do 
a great deal of honour, both to your cul 
and diſcernment. | 
The Sciences never made ſo great pro- 
greſs as they have done ſince that period, 
when public Libraries were eſtabliſhed. 
Before that time there were only a few 
learned men diſperſed over the whole 
world and all the reſt remained immerſed . 
in ignorance ; but at preſent, well-inform- 
ed people are to be met with in every 
country, who ſpeak upon all kinds of ſub- 
jects in a manner, worthy of attention; 
that is to ſay, that in the former days, the 
Sciences, like clouds impelled by violent 
winds, only watered ſome countries, but 
now, like an univerſal dew, they diſtil their 
prolific moiſture over the Earth's whole 
{urface, 
D 5 However, 
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However, notwithſtanding all the advan- 
tages which have been derived from public 
Libraries, we have ſeen the number of the 
truly learned daily diminiſhing, while the 
ſuperficially informed, hourly increaſe. I 
am only afraid, that the two great zeal 
which appears for ſharpening the wit, and 
annalizing the Sciences, will entirely deſ- 
troy them, and the world relapſe into that 
berbarous 1 Ignorance which followed the 
age of Auguſtus, 

The Sciences, like the human Facul- 
ties, have their limits, becauſe God alone 
is infinite, yet if we were to ſuppoſe them 
unlimited, they could be only fo rela- 
tively to him, who is it an and 
their ſource. 

It is there, my Lord, that you behold 
them, and to have a proper idea of them, 
it is from thence, that they muſt be ſeen 
to proceed. Man is not of himſelf ſuffi- 
cient to give that grandeur and ſublimity 
to the Sciences of which they are capa- 
ble. Beſides, they exiſt independantly of 
him, and ſo far from being their creator, 


he 
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he only applies thera to his purpoſe ; like 
the artiſt, who melts metals, in order to 
form magnificent works, but does not 

create the matter which he employs. 

There is no colour nor form which has 

not been given to the Sciences, becauſe 
they are tractable, and eaſily receive the 
impreſſions which the human mind gives 
them, according to our different degrees 
of underſtanding; that is to ſay, with one 
they appear ſublime, with another ſplen- 
did. They are like a piece of wax, which 

may be modelled into any ſhape, if * \ 
be capable of uſing it. 
'The Sciences reſemble the planets, . 

of them having their on ſphere to move 

in; and as one of them is the neareſt to 

the Sun, ſo is Theology, if I may uſe the 

expreſſion, the neareſt to God. 

I The misfortune of the preſent age is e 
defire of confounding all theſe different 
ſpheres, without once reflefting that ſome 
of them have characters and properties 

- which others have not. It is believed, that 
Theology ſhould be handled like Mathe- 

| matics, while che . 
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of a Being, equally immenſe and in- 
finite, cannot be ſuſceptible of demon- 
ſtration, like thoſe things which are evi- 
dent to the eye or the touch. 

If the Sciences, as your Lordſhip very 
well expreſſes it, are not governed by an 
expert hand, only paradoxes and ſophiſ- 
try are to be found in their train; from 
whence it comes that we ſee ſuch numbers 
of wretched books in our Libraries, as in- 
ſets and reptiles are to be met with in the 
moſt ſuperb gardens. In the moral as in 
the natural world, darkneſs is always in 
the neighbourhood of light, and ' poiſons 
near to the moſt valuable ſpecifics. 
There is not any Science wherein men 
have ſo frequently erred as in Theology, 
which 1s not at all ſurpriſing, ſince they 
muſt plunge from abyſs to abyſs, when 
they dare attempt to ſound a Being ſo in- 
comprehenſible as the Deity. Every Sci- 
ence has its my ſtery, and its obſcurity; but 
here is no kind of hazard in attempting to 
fathom them, and bring them to light; 
while, in Theology the faith cries aloud; 
4 Stop here and go no farther.” She is the | 

1 cen- 
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centinel placed by the Almighty to make 
proof of our fidelity, and, if I may uſe the 
expreſſion, allows us only to enter the 
outer courts of the Eternal. If we are 
hardy enough to force our way we become 
guilty of high treaſon againſt the Deity. 
It isonly after death that we ſhall find the 
Palace of Heaven open, and if we have 
lived like good Chriſtians, we ſhall enter 
without any obſtruction. 


The Heretic and the Infidel, 0 in 
this life, would force their way inte Hea- 


ven, and, as a puniſhment for their teme- 
rity, frightful darkneſs has taken poſſeſſion 
of their ſouls, and they no longer walk 
but upon the brink of precipices. This 
appears in a very ſtriking manner in their 
writings. Every page clearly ſhews that 
they have forſaken the paths of Truth, 
and that their pretended reaſonings are 
only labyrinths in which they ne at 
every ſtep. FA 

All the Sophiſts, both ancient and mo- 
dern, pretend to have acquired the know- 
ledge of the Truth, but, as ſhe is only 
one, they have ſo mangled her as to make 
her. 


% 
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her appear hideous, and have only the ſha- 
dow while they imagine that they poſleſs 


the ſubſtance. 


There is no tempeſt ſo violent as the 
wanderings of the human mind, when 
once it flies out of its proper boundary. 
Nothing appears afterwards but frightful 
cloudsintermixed withflaſhes of lightning, 
which the ignorant take to be a pure and 
bright light, but which in the end only 
dazzlesand frequently ſtrikes them entire- 
ly blind. 

Whatnumbersof books have been writ- 
ten by the glimmering of ſuch deceitful 
fires which the authors dare to preſent to 
the world as maſter-pieces! No man who 
compoſes a work ought to forget that he is 

. writing under the eye of an incomprehen- 
ſible Being, whois ever preſent and always 
active; a Being who ought not to be men- 
tioned but with that circumſpection which 
the worſhip he has eſtabliſhed requires; 
but we act like our firſt Father, and be- 
lieve that, by touching the forbiddea fruit, 
we ſhall became like the Eternal himſelf; 
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and are ſo ſtupidly conceited as to ima- 
gine, tat we acquire infinite honour by 
forgetting the authority of God. Why 
ſhould wWe expect by leaping over a pre- 
cipice to be claſſed in the liſt of Sages ? 
Or hope to be reckoned Philoſophers or 
Writers of the firſt rank by attempting to 
fathom the abyſs of the Deity ? 

From theſe inconſiſtencies have ſprung 
all thoſe bad books of which we ſo much 
complain, and with the greater indignation 
that the paſſions have ſeized the pen to 
make vice and folly immortal; as if it 
were not enough for a man to be corrupt - 
ed himſelf, but likewiſe neceſſary that he 
ſhould communicate his corruption 

I own,to you my Lord, that theſe re- 
flections preſent themſelves in ſpite of me 
every time I enter a great Library. Be- 
hald, fay I to myſelf, a collection of a few 
"Auk with a multitude of fools, whoſe 
ravings are preſerved here as if they were 
moſt delightful and truly ſublime, _ * 

What comforts me afterwards is, the 
chought that the greater the nurnber of er- 

rors 
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rors in the world, the more ſplendid is the 
triumph of Truth; ſhe emerges from the 
| boſom of inconſiſtencies with the greateft 
luſtre; and if all; men do not perceive 
this, it is becauſe they are ill inclined, or 
that God has ſtruck them with blindneſs 
as a puniſhment for their temetity. . 
Beſides, mens' minds are like trees, 
ſome remaining in their wild ſtate while 
others are grafted ; the firſt yielding only 
bitter fruit, and the ſecond producing 
what is both delicious to the taſte and 
pleaſing to the eye. It is with ſound Phi- 
loſophy that the mind is grafted; I ſay 
ſound Philoſophy, to diſtinguiſh it from 
miſtaken Science which aſſumes its name. 
_ Fo be ſure theſe reflections have not 
eſcaped you, but when you deigned to 
aſk my opinion upon the utility of Libra- 
ries, and the quality of the works which | 
either disfigure or decorate ther, you 
only deſired to know if my opinion was 
conformable to your own. 
There is nothing in this world. which 
does not appear with two different aſpects. 
Errors 
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Errors are always to be found by the ſide 
of things the moſt valuable, and it is-the 
province of true. Wiſdom to retain not 
what is abſolutely without. fault, becauſe 
there are faults every where, but to keep 
poſſeſſion of that which has the feweſt. 
Libraries are of infinite uſe, and the man 
muſt ha ve devoted himſelf to ignorance 
who does not ſee and extol their advanta- 
ges. | OY 
ALibrary is like a medecine cheſt, where 
Tobſerve the moſt deadly poiſons among 
moſt excellent drugs. In this world tares 
are every where mixed with the wheat, 
and happy is the man who can diſtinguiſh 
the good from the bad ! The ſame work 
frequently contains the greateſt truths and 
© the moſt abſurd errors, for which reaſon 
it could be wiſhed, that none but very 
able hands were employed in diſſecting 
theſe books, that they may reject what- 
ever is of a dangerous tendency. . 

Vour project my Lord, would be an ex- 
cellent one if it were poſſible to have it 
executed. I ſpeak of the excellent works 

| in 
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in your language, which to make them in- 
tereſting, and draw them from obſcurity, 
ſhould be tranſlated, and the rather that 
the Poliſh nation has in every age produced 
men of remarkable genius and eloquence. 
It is too great a work for any individual 
to undertake, but is a taſk which the Re- 
public might impoſe upon ſome religious 
. ſocieties. There are thouſands of old 
worm- eaten books which ſeem to be de- 
voted only to be forgotten in the duſt, 
from whence much good might be obtain- 
ed, if the thoughts could be preſerved by 
giving a new turn to the expreſſion. We 
have a number of Italian authors in the 
ſame ſituation, who by becoming anti- 
quated, are only known to ſome of the 
| learned, and even they are only acquaint- 
ed with their titles. 

As I ſaid before, it would be frequently 
neceſſary to reduce folios into duodeci- 
mos, becauſe our Fathers were intolerably 
prolix; and for ſuch a purpoſe not only 
men remarkable for a good ſtyle ſhould be 
employed, but people like wiſe of real taſte 
and learning. Men 
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. Men never read ſo-much in any period 
as the pre ſent, and perhaps never to ſo 
little purpoſe. Nom a- days it is enough 
to know books ſuperficially to entitle a 
man to ſpeak upon every ſubject, and 
very often for the wretched ſatisfaction of 
railing diſputes. This two-fold abuſe is 
the cauſe of books. falling into the hands 
of a mob of. readets, who derive no other 
advantage from them but a ſuperfluous 
knowledge, or a falſe turn of thought, for 
the love. of controverſy ends either in 
making them believe that every thing is 
problematical, or obſtinately _ — 

in ſome falſe opinion. 
It would be well for men, if, in their 
choice of books, they preferred thoſe which 
are written upon the ſubjects of their pro- 
ſeſſion, contribute to their happineſs, or 
naturally lead their taſte to a love of truth 
and good order; but as if they had many 
days and years in this life which they may 
ſactifice to fooliſh curioſity, they read eve- 
ry thing which falls into their hands with- 
out een. . never occurs to them 
Wy while 


| 
1 
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while they are reading, that the ſubjects take | 
root in their hearts and minds; and after 
ha ving read for fifteen or twenty years, if 


they (deſire to look ſeriouſly into them- 


ſelves, they will recollect that their judg- 
ment is no longer the ſame, but has taken 
an impreſſion from the different works 
which they have been glancing over, and 
from thence proceeds that general confu- 
ſion of ideas in the ſame perſon, with all 
thoſe contrarities and inconſiſtencies which 
make him turn with every wind. e 
Reading is the nouriſhment which makes 
the /ap of our minds, if I may uſe the ex- 
preſſion, as bodily ſuſtenance forms the 


chyle which is neceſſary for our preſerva- 
. tion. The ſoul requires to be fed as well 


as the body, though in a different manner, 
and when it is not ſupported by reading, 


it flies to buſineſs and amuſementsin ſearch _ 


of ſubſiſtance. Feeble minds are gene- 
rally thoſe which are nouriſned by meer 
nothings, inſtead of which the excellent 
plight and vigour of thoſe which are im- 


proved by reading good books'is very vi- 


ſible. Good 


| POPE CLEMENT XW. 6g - 
Good Libraries, for a mind which knows 
its own wants, and deſires to be ſatisfied, 
are excellent tables where it mayreliſh and 
imbibe the genius of the moſt eſteemed 
writers. We no longer remain groveling 
upon earth when we have read ſome 
works, and acquired a taſte for the more 
fublime ſciences. 
The Belles-Lettres are only dainties for 
the mind]; but the ſublime ſciences are 
ſolid and ſavoury food, and at once to ſa- 
tisfy the underſtanding, and the imagina- 
tion, it is an excellent method to intermix 
books of recreation with others which re- 
quire the cloſeſt attention. Thoſe people 
who are only learned are not agreeable 
and they who are only agreeable are but 
ſuperficial. We ſhould, therefore, join 
the agreeable with what is eſſential, ac- 
cording to the advice of the Apoſtle, .who 
ſays, Quecumgue on quæcumque bone 
fame, hec cogitate * 


- 


* Whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good report, think of theſe things. - 
— It 
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It is a ſad thing for a man to employ his 
time in reading on imptoper ſubjects. He 
only reads to good purpoſe who makes 

3 choice of fuch matter as engages the fa- 

29 culties of his mind, and preſerves them in 
the order which has been 1 them by 
the Deity. 

I wiſh that young atom infiruQted 
to read with reflection and advantage. 
They commonly finiſh their education 
without knowing how to improve theit 

minds by reading, becauſe their ſole em- 
ployment has been to exerciſe the memo- 
ry; ſo that they think they have read to 
very good purpoſe, if they remember 
thoſe things which ſtruck them in the 
courſe of their ſtudies. | 

. Theemployment of the mindi in collect | 
ing other peoples” thoughts, ſo as to digeſt 
them, and make them it's own, if they are 
worth ſo much trouble, is abſolutely un- 
known to moſt of our young people, They 

do not know that good books are compoſ- 
ed with a view of being reliſned, and to 
find entertainment both for the head and 


heart; 
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heart; and they read all their lives with- 

out making any improvement. N 
To educate young people properly, it is 

an excellent and uncommon talent, and to 


be capable of reading to advantage, a very 
uſeful knowledge; but if they will not 


think for themſelves, and enter into the 
ſpirit of every individual author whom they 
ſtudy, they muſt be furniſhed only with a 
fantaſtical aſſemblage of ideas and ſenti- 
ments, which they pick up here and there; 
To make reading truly uſeful, it ſhould 
be ſubjected to our judgment, that we may 
be capable of weighing its merits by com- 
paring it with the lights of Reaſonand Re- 
ligion two pillars upon which all our 
determinations ſhould be ſupported, _ 
While you remain at Paris, my Lord, 

where there is no want of authors, you may 
find ſome celebrated writer, who will pub- 
liſh ſome good works upon the ſubject of 
reading to advantage. Such a book would 
be extremely uſeful, if executed in the 
manner I conceiveitought tobe, and prove 


an unerring compaſs for all who wiſh to 
ſtudy 


\ 
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ſtudy with ſucceſs; but for the execution, 
it is neceſſary to have views, principles, 
and rules, eaſily to be applied, for efforts 
of genius are not required to ſucceed i in 
every thing that we attempt. 

That kind of reading which takes our 
genius out of its proper ſphere, and hur- 
ries it away in whirlwinds, 1s exceedingly 
dangerous, Every time we have been 
reading we ſhould examine ourſelves to 
know whether our ideas and ſentiments 
have been improved or not, for we have 
a ſecret monitor within us, and an unerring 
Reaſon that will give a faithful account of 
what paſles there, if we ſtrictly examine 
ourſelves, and lay paſſions and prejudices 
_ aſide: 5 

Every book which does not aſſiſt us to 
range our ideas and regulate our deſires 
1s, at leaſt, uſeleſs, if not dangerous, for 
we ſhould derive ſome advantage even 
from our amuſements. 

Our ſoul, incorporeal as it is, yet reſem- 
bles a river always running, which drags 


| along 


- 
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along with it both foam and gravel, but 
ſometimes alſo ſpangles of gold. 

You will, undoubtedly be aſtoniſhed to 
ſee ſuch a long-winded: epiſtle, which 
contains but a few things with a great 
many words, but it is your goodneſs 
which has given me confidence * 
to be guilty of ſuch exceſs. 

In your laſt, my Lord, you noche 
me with my letters being always too ſhort, 
but at preſent I am afraid that this proof 
of my readineſs to obey you will be 
thought tireſome. YI 

What comforts me, is, that you will not 
read this Letter.in your magnificent Li, 
brary, for it is, in every reſpect, unworthy 
of being admitted; it would make too 
diſguſting a contraſt to the good things 
which are there to be found. 1 

1 never have written any thing which 
deſerves admiſſion into the Temple of 
Taſte; but 1 have written a number of | 
2 that are entitled to a place in the 


Temple of Friendſhip. | 
Vol. III. E Pleaſe 
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Pleaſe to regard this letter in that light, 
if I may preſume to call myſelf your - 
friend, at a time when I am, with all poſ- 
ſible veneration, my Lord, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, &c. 


Convent of the HoLyY ArosLLEs, 
2d May, 1757. 


P. S:>If you were fond of homage and 
encomiums, I would adviſe you to come 
to Rome after you leave Paris. To be 
ſure it is not your direct road to return to 
Poland, but preſent or abſent, you are al- 
ways in your own country. Omnipreſence 
is a privilege of the Learned; Knowledge 
gives them a kind of immenſity which fixes 
them in a thouſand different places at once. 
Beſides, you have another ſelf at Craco- 
via, for learning and abilities, in your il- 
luſtrious brother the Biſhop, who ſhares 
with you in the honour of founding a 
publicLibrary in the midſt of your fellow 
citizens. When you ſee him, my Lord, 

beg you will recommend to him all my 
| brotherhood, 


g. 3 
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brotherhood, who are in Poland, that he 
may honour them with his ſpecial protec- 
tion, but more particularly the Reyerend 
Father Bledowſki. : 


LETTER CMI. 


1 
TO THE ABBE FRUGONI. 


HES E Reflections * are ſent from 

the library of Cardinal Paſſionei; 

they were written in a hurry, as you will 

eaſily perceive. If there be any thing in 

them that will ſuit your purpoſe, ſo much 

the better for you; if not, ſo much the 
worſe for me. 

It will not be the firſt time that I have 
written things only to be blotted out. I 
will even acknowledge to you that I make 

frequent uſe of the eraſure, and this, join- 
ed to the fear of encreaſing the number of 


* The RefleQions on Style, which the Reader will 
find ſubjoined to this letter. 
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writers in this age, which is already a 
thouſand times too great, has given me a 
diſreliſh for compoſing any regular work. 
This plea will ſerve for the ages in which 
no writers are to be found; for we muſt 
take them collectively, in 955 to excuſe 
the one by the other, and compenſate 
ſhades with lights, vices with virtues. It 
is always with the greateſt eagerneſs that I 
viſit this rich and magnificent library, with 
which you are perfectly well acquainted, 
but I there find myſelf fo inſignificant; 
that I am aſhamed of my own littleneſs. 
The vaſt number of excellent authors by 
whom I am here ſurrounded, ſeem to re- 
proach me with my want of abilities; hap- 
pily no ears hear them but my own, other- 
wiſe I ſhould be too much humbled, _ 
This library encreaſes every day by the 
cares of the Cardinal. He makes it his 
delight and his treaſure, and to deprive 


him of it would be depriving him of ex- 


iſtence. The paſſion for good books is, 
highly laudable, eſpecially when a man 


treaſures them in his memory and his 


heart. 


Foreigners 
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Foreigners from all countries contribute 
no leſs than books to augment the know- 
ledge of Cardinal Paſſionei. None of a 
certain tank come to Rome, who are not 
eager to viſit him, and impart to him what 
they know. We have ſeen even French 
ladies, whoſe works and wit have acquired 
them reputation, procure for themſel ves 
the ad vantage of an intimacy with him, 
whom he treats with all the politeneſs due 
to their merit. | 

For my part, I keep myſelf here in a. 
little corner, and am content to. admire, 
which is the ay pork Roper for a imple 

The caſe would not be the ſame wth 
you were you pleaſed. to viſit this place. 
The Cardinal has a particular «ſteem for 
you, and, would, be highly delighted to re- 
ceive you, as Lam to aſſure you of the 
inviolable and reſpectful attachment with 
Which 1 bave the honour to be. &c. 
This 26 June, 1738. | 
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REFLECTIONS ON STYLE. 


SENT TO THE ABBE FRUGONI WITH 
THE PRECEDING LETTER. 


STYLE being the manner of expreſſing 
and giving a colour to our thoughts, we 
ſhould be particularly attentive to make it 
analogous to the different kinds of writ- 
ing.—One compoſition requires the tem- 
perate, another the ſublime Style. 

Every writer has a Style peculiar to him- 
ſelf, and with whatever addreſs he may 
vary it, heneverdeceives the.connoifſeurs, 
The Creator, who. doth not make two 
things exactly alike, hath thrown as much 
variety into our opinions, ideas, and the 
manner of expreſſing them, as into our 
faces. It was his deſign that every mind 
ſhould bear its peculiar ſtamp; and this 
wonderful diverſity, which characteriſes 
every individual, proves the infinite fe- 
cundity of a being to whom nothing is 
difficult, and who doth what ſeemeth him 


good. 


Authors 
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Authors may moſt properly be compared 
to ſculptors and painters. The pen of the 
writers is the chiſſel of the ſtatuaries ; and 
the pencil of thoſe who apply themſelves to 
painting and defign. Thus every book, 
every diſcourſe, every letter, is a picture 
and a work in relievo.—If the Style be 
bold, it may be compared to a piece of 
ſculpture; if on the contrary it abound 
with colouring, it may be called a nee 
expreſhve picture. 

To keep up the the compariſon, a libra- 
ry is a gallery in which all the books are ſo 
many portraits. Some appear as emblems 
of the heart; others give a body to the un- 
derſtanding; — theſe ſubject to our touch 
the impalpable ſoul— thoſe embelliſh the 
imagination with the moſt lively ſtrokes. 

Every writeron profound ſubjeQs r 
againſt a dazzling Style, In ſcientific mat- ' 
ters the diction ought to be ſimple, unleſs 
we aim at miſleading our readers, in which 
caſe we are Quacks not Philoſophers. 

Style is a kind of Magic, which is but 
too often ſucceſsfully employed to make 


paradoxes be received as truths, Sophiſms 
| E 4 for 
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for ſolid arguments. By theſe ſtratagems 
the greateſt part of Infidels and Heretics 
have ſubtilely diſtilled their poiſon: Their 
works were ſo well written; that the reader 
forgot. the matter in favour of the manner, 
and a ſentence wrought into harmonious 

cadence procured them a number of ad- 
mirers. 

Some works require a maſculine Style, 
as public ſpeeches, and pleadings, others, 
a ſolemnity of diction, as prayers, and 
books of devotion. | | 

Hiſtory being a picture, in which a mix- 
ture of light and ſhade, and a frequent re - 
petition of great ſtrokes. are indiſpenſably 
neceſſary, ought, to be written with ener- 
gy and truth, ſometimes placing things in 
the cleareſt point of view, at others ſoften- 
ing them, ſcattering flowers with a judici- 
ous, hand, and always ſhewing, Virtue in 
its loxelineſs, Vice in its deformity. - * - 

I ay nothing here of Romances, which 
at beſt are worthleſs performances; be- 
cauſe, like the generality of our theatrical 
pieces, they are almoſt all out of nature, . 


or have almoſt, all the ſame denouement, 
Beſides, 
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Beſides, it is almoſt morally impoſſible for 
an author Who has recourſe to fiction, in 
order to inculcate truth, to avoid playing 
a double character, and therefore becom- 
ing unnatural. 

The Style of academical Works ought 
to be brilliant, as they belong only to the 
province of Wit.— They muft contain 
dazzling meteors, ſur prizing caſcades, and 
artfully- managed lights, which open to the 
view ſome charming ſpectacle. In them 
the words ought to be ſo ſkilfully /et as 
reciprocally to embelliſh each other, lixe 
the flowers of a noſegay, that by judicious . 
arrangement, contribute their mutual aid 
to form a whole, which at the ſame time 
pleaſes and fills the eye. But in theſe 
pieces, from overſtrained efforts of Wit 
in order to catch the attention, the paint- 
ing is commonly unnatural, and bears 
marks of laboured ſtiffneſs. 

As to the Style of Sermons, it offends 
againſt all rules, if it be not pathetic, 
nervous, and ſublime. The path has been 
pointed out by St. Chryſoſtom, he who al- 
ways with God, always fed by the milk r 

E S. be. 
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the word, and perfectly acquainted with the 
human heart, ſpeaks, thunders, ſhakes, and 
leaves to ſinners no other anſwer but cries 


and remorſe. 
If a Preacher only inſtructs, he ** no 


more than prepare the mind. If he only af- 
fects the paſſions, he leaves but a flight im- 
preſſion ; but if he ſcatters the ointment 
of Grace, while he diffuſes the light of 
Trutff, he has fulfilled his whole duty. 
Panegyrics, like funeral orations, ought 
to unite the Style of the Pulpit and Aca- 
demy ; but to ſucceed in theſe, Wit ought 
to appear only to throw off the expreſſion, 
with its proper ſhadings, and give a co- 
Touring to the Genius. 
Such works ought to be the Creation on- 
ly of Genius, as it is requiſite that they be 
at once ſimple and ſublime, hiſtorical and 
polemical, inſtructive and affecting. Mo- 
rality ought to be their ſoul, but ſhe muſt 
ſeem to offer herſelf ſpontaneouſly, that 
neither effort nor affectation on the part of 
he Orator may be viſible in her introduc- 
tion. I have read ſcarce any good fune- 
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ral eulogiums, becauſe, after the exordium, 
their authors called in the aſſiſtance of Wit, 
which, when ſearched for, is never found, 

A man might often find under his pen 
what he fetches from a great diſtance 
and from that moment, inſtead of being 
ſurrounded by his own thoughts, he is 
beſet by exotic productions, which have a 
languid and forced appearance, like the 
plants of the South, reared in the regions 
of the North. | 

- Epiſtolary writing has a peculiar Style, 
and which is entirely nndetermined, being 
ſcarce ſubje& to any other rules than thoſe 
which every man preſcribes to himſelf, 
according to his caſt of thinking, his 
taſte, his whim, his humour. Among the 
fair ſex it is ordinarily more natural, be- 
cauſe being leſs acquainted wich the 
world and with books than the generality 
of the men, their letters can only give a 
tranſcript of themſelves. 
| Beſides, letters vary in their Style ac- 
conting to the ranks people. occupy, and 
the perſons with whom they are connect- 


ed, «Thus when I write to you, my dear 
Abbe, 
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Abbe) J ufe the Style of converſation.— 
It was that of Cicero, when he correſ- 
ponded with his friends, but how far does 
my imitation come ſhort of the model ! 

Though we have letters which treat in- 
tereſting points with great depth, yet the 
epiſtolaty way of writing requires that the 
ſabje& ſhould not be examined to the 
bottom. As it ought to reſemble conver- 
fatioh, it ſhould be ſimple and light. 

Letters in a too florid ſtyle, are com- 
monly ſtudied, for which they are far from 
being the better. When they are the dic- 

tates bf ſincere friendſhip, the pen ordi- 
narily runs without conſtraint; if we meet 
9 flower i in our way, we gather it, wad we 
1 N ftop to look for one. 

Our Holy Father(Benedict XIV 5555 U the 
talent of writing a letter with much more 
preciſion than is ufual in our language. 1 
have ſeen ſome of them in which the words 
ſeem to diſappear, and only the thoughts 
preſent themſelves to the eye. This is the 
War of an imagi nation, equally ſtrong and 


ſprightly, 
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ſprightly, which * 4p itfelf only by 
ſallies of wit. 0 | 

We have enteral rbk for all the differ- 
ent Styles, but it is a ſure and fundamental 
truth, that every man has one peculiar to 
himſelf, and that it is often proper to retain 
it. But Nature is ordinarily ftifled under a 
load of precepts, we then replace it by Art; 
and we now meet et only with factitious ge- 
nius. 

There would be much leſs monotony in 
our writings, if we did not pay a too ſer- 
vile ſubmiſſion to what we learn at College. 
By a happy effort rules may be ſhaken off, 
and this is almoſt always the lot of genius 
The man who adheres. too rigidly to 
method ſeldom writes with fire, when Wit 
is fettered its ſprightlineſs evaporates, its 
eg! is extinguiſhed. 

I ſee no reaſon why all Sermons ſhould 
be tied down to the ſame form. The elo- 
quence of the Pulpit would take a bolder 
flight were it left at liberty to trace out 
for itſelf the moſt proper plan. Had I been 
a Preacher, I believe I ſhould not have re- 
ſtricted myſelf todiviſions nor ſubdiviſions : 
wma Raine we 
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we ſee no ſuch conſtraint in the fathers, 
who were the moſt eloquent of men. 

When the head and heart are full, and 
have a lively impreſſion of the ſubject, 
they can inſtruct and affect, without a firſt 
and ſecond part. ri 2 

Every diſcourſe, doubtleſs, requires a 
certain geometrical order, that it may not 
become a maſs without form, and diſguſt 
the audience, but it is the geometry of 
Nature for which a juſt way of thinking 
is ſufficient, and the man who poſſeſſes 
that, may flatter himſelf that he will not 
miſtake in this article, 

His own reaſon furniſhes every man 
with an excellent courſe of Logic, the on- 
ly ching required is to put it in practice. 

I do not pretend that no rules ought to 
be given upon Eloquence, and the method 
of compoſing diſcourſes; but it is danger- 
ous to give them ſo much importance as 
to prohi bit all departure from them. 

The greateſt painters preſcribed rules 

for themſelves, and we ought to endea- 
vour to become originals, inſtead of re- 


mainin tually imitators. 
WR * ET T ER. 
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TO. THE SAME. 


0 not imagine that I have ſounded 

the depth of the Sciences, I have 
only ſkimmed the furface. Whether 
from the narrowneſs of my genius, or the 
duties of my profeſſion, it has never been 
- in my power to gratify the pleaſure Iſhould 
have felt in being able to cultivate them. 
My ſtudy, you know, has been principal- 
ly confined to a Gothic ſyſtem of philoſo- 
phy : if, at ſome leiſure moments, I was 
deſirous of acquainting myſelf with Des 
Cartes and Newton, I could only have a 
glimpſe of them, and I was even obliged 
to ſteal from ſleep time to procure myſelf 
that ſatisfaction. 

I haveÞreached ſome Sermons, but they 
were haſty compoſitions, and I never made 
that my occupation. Theology afterwards 
employed all my attention, and I acknow- 
ledge that I have been charmed with it, 
having 


of 


— 
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having always entertained a peculiar at- 
tachment to every thing that could turn 
our thoughts directly to God. 

As to this Science, ſo worthy of our en- 
quiry and application, when, it is freed 
from. thoſe opinions and ſuperfluities with 
which it has been overloaded by the bar- 
bariſm of the ſchools, I ſtudy | It as cloſely 
as poſlible, always finding it more fatis- 
factory, more ſublime, and more wor rorthy 
of my attention. 4 

The high eſteem which 1 had ans 
for this Science even induced me to com- 


poſe, or rather new mould, ſome Treatiſes 
on theological ſubjects. All this, Joined 


to the office, of Conſultor, with which 1 
have been inveſted, has permitted me only 
to make ſome flight excurſions into the fo- 
reign regions of Literature, of which I. 
know juſt enough for converſation. | 

This is all my merit. You ſee that it is 
very ſmall, and chat l ſhould have a great 
| ſhare of vanity were I ridiculous enough 
to plume myſelf on. it. 

It is true, that I am extremely fond of 


application, and if that can ſupply the 
| want 
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want of ſcience and genius, I may, in that 
reſpect, not be entirely undeſerving. Eve- 
ry one here traces his furrow as he can.” 

1 would willingly have ſtudied Mathe- 
matics, of which I have only a general 
idea, having by ſtealth acquired a ſlight, 
and but a very ſlight, tincture of them. 

However this is much more than is ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation. Heaven has not been 
promiſed to the Natural Philopher, nor to 
the Mathematician; but to thofe who ſhall 
love God and their neighbour, and fulfill 
the Commindazents of the Goſpel and 
the Church. | 

I nave not enjoyed the advantage of tra- 
vel, which would have improved me, con- 
ſidering the eager deſire I entertained to 

viſit foreign countries, and eſpecially my 
thirſt of knowledge and communicative 
temper, to which you are no ſtranger. 
The company of learned men is the beſt 
book that can be opened; when it has 
been my good fortune to meet with any 
ſuch, I have drawn from them every thing 


I could, and even tired them with my 
Wenn 72712 tl 061 | 
However, 
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However, I will acknowledge, that I 
have been made amends by the correſ- 
pondence of my countrymen, for Italy 
has, in all ages, produced illuſtrious men 
in every department. 

It is fortunate for a man to be borr-in 
a country where there is a cofitinued ſuc- 
ceſſion of lights, and where he can find 
all the neceſſary ſources of information on 
every ſubject. Foreign nations, eſpeci- 
ally the French, by introducing among us 
their books, their cuſtoms and their man- 
ners have enabled us to give them their 
proper value; and Rome is, at this day, 
the center of all Knowledge, as ſhe is of 
Truth and Unity. 

The only thing to be regretted in this age 
is, its want of docility to the voice of the 
Church, and that the profuſion of lights 
which God hath beſtowed on the prefent 
generation, ſerves in part only to form a 
league againſt Heaven, as if we could be- 
ſiege the Eternal, before whom all man- 


kind collected is only an atom, a nothing. 


But thus it muſt needs be in order to 


heighten the luſtre of Religion, to _— 
| the 
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the faith of the juſt, and to ſhew us that 
the greateſt geniuſes are liable to the 
greateſt errors, when they ſuffer their 
thoughts to wander in the abyſs, and have 
no point of ſupport. 

But, as you juſtly obſerve, God alone is 
that point of ſupport, as he is the center 
of all re- union, that is the principle whence 
all things flow, and to which all things 
muſt return. 

Men imagine themſelves to be greater 
the more they ſtrive to remove from him, 
as if he was not the fountain of all great- 
neſs, and as if it argued weakneſs to hum- 
ble themſelves under the Majeſty of an 
all-powerful Being, by whom they move, 
breath, and exiſt. | 

St. Auguſtine, who was ſo long carried 
from the right path by the vortex of He- 
terodox, and even impious ſyſtems, 
thought himſelf of no eſteem till he re- 
turned to the ſovereign Truth. He knew, 
by the tumultuous workings of his under- 
ſtanding and heart, that he muſt take his 
ſtation on the Holy Mountain if he deſired 
4 | to 
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to give things their juſt value; and eee 
himſelf from all ſurprize and ſeduction. | 
The mind of man, ever reſtleſs, has on- 
ly vague ideas, and unſettled thoughts, 
unleſs fixed by ſome authority. If he 
would be happy, and ſpare himſelf a fe- 
ries of reſearches, which will only lead him 


to doubt of every thing, or to deny the 
moſt certam and eſtabliſhed truths, he 


muſt, from the moment of his entrance in- 
to che world, recei ve the doctrines of Re- 
ligion, with the docility of a child. g 
How is it poſſible that men ſhould con- 
tinue unbelievers, after having obſerved, 
that all thoſe who have rejected the Faith , 
have only given chimerical ſ\ſtems, and 
finiſhed their career without being able to 
bring a ſingle demonſtration of the falſ- 
hood of Chriſtianity, and without an) 
other reputation to chemſelves, Tet the 
characters of Sophiſts ? 1 A 
When Collins and Bayle Rrück dür t for 
themſelves new paths, and endeavoured to 
make mankind believe that they were Per. | 
ſons inſpired, who came to enlighten the 
world, 
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world, and free it from, its;prejudices, who 
would not have believed that they would 
paſs for. Gods, and altars be erected to 
them after their death ? Yet we remember 
them only to deplore their errrots, or laugh 
at their abſurdities; and there is no man, 
however indifferent with regard to Religi- 
on, that would at this day. be Nb to 
be a Spinoza. 

| Such is the Annen of Truth it _ * 
for, ſome time obſcured, but it can never 
be ſtifled. When it is imagined to be en- 
tirely extinct, it riſes like a fire which was 
thought to be dead under its aſhes, and 
ſhoots up a bright and rapid flame, at a 
moment it was not expected. 

We allow that there are obſcurities in 
the Catholic doctrine, becauſe, according 
to St. Paul, Faith is the evidence of things 
uol ſcen: but ſhall we quit a country where 
the ſley is obſcured by a few clouds, to 
g into place of darkneſs and Börwörf 
While we follow the Chriſtian Religion 
we find points of ſupport; but he who 
departs from that, travels only at random 
over ruins and precipices, 


This 
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This is what Tately ſaid to a gentleman 
of England, a man worthy of his country 
for his knowledge and the elevation of his 
genius, but hurried away by the torrent 
of infidelity, which I compare to Mount 
Veſuvius at the time of 'an eruption. 

« Whither would you lead us.” ſaid I to 
him, when you ſtrip us of all the truths 
« held forth by Chriſtianity ,—ſublime 
<« truths which give us the higheſt idea of 
« the Divinity! Truths that ſpeak com- 
e fort by ſhewing him always in the midſt 
« of us, our helper and preſerver! Truths 
. always oppoſed, but always viCtorious!! 
«© Whoever is unhappy enough to diſbe- 
„ heve them, ſinks into the claſs of 
„ prutes, and has nothing to hope but a 
« wretched annihilation, It was ſurely 
e worth while to make ſo many reſearches, 
« ſo many efforts of genius, in order to 
e attain ſo notable a diſcovery! and yet 
e in this end all the books written againſt 
„Religion: ſee to what you would lead 
„“ mankind, with your philoſophical prin- 
« ciples. Who - would have imagined, 

that 


1 
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that a man muſt be a philoſopher to 
make us live like beaſts, and perſuade 
us that their end and ours is the ſame ? 

«© 'Then the faſhionable wit will convert 
& the world into a menagery, of which the 
lion as the ſtrongeſt; the elephant as the 
“ largeſt, will be the maſters and ſov- 
« reigns. What a beauteous work! Yes, 
* my Lord, according to your principles, 
* you muſt determine to look upon the 
leopard or the rhinoceros as your king; 
ce but you eſtabliſh ſyſtems, and when we 
* mention conſequences you elude the 
« difficulty. 

In the Chriſtian Religion every thing 
is connected, every thing is combined. 
« If we lay down principles, we dread not 
<« the conſequences that may be drawn 
from them. You will tell me, that it 
„is a religion very rigorous in its * 
tions on mankind; That is a proof that a 
they were not its contrivers, or they 
e would have made it ſofter, We would 
<< not ſee that religion founded on ſelf- de- 
“ denial ; Men would at leaſt have per- 
© mitted vicious deſires,” 


The 
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The Engliſhman reſembled Felix men- 
_ tioned by St. Paul, he was ſhaken, and un- 
happily remains till an unbeliever. 

... Notwithſtanding this, I entertain a ſin- 
cere friendſhip for him, and that friend- 
ſhip made me deſirous that he ſhould think 
rightly. Accordingly, he does me the 
juſtice to own, that I hate no man becauſe 
of his opinions, and that even the moſt ob- 
ſtinate unbelievers, though I deteſt their 
principles, are ſure of finding in my heart 
all the charity we owe to our brethren. 

I know not how my letter has expanded 
in this manner; I myſelf am ſurprized at 
its length, and yet loth to finiſh it, be- 
. cauſe I could be willing always to con- 
verſe with you, of whom, I am from ſen- 
timent, as well as reaſon, the moſt hum- 
ble, and moſt obedient ſervant, &c. W 


EY 
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LETTER CXUN 


TO THE R. r. VALENTIN, | 


AM forry, Reverend Father, that I 
could not ſee you yeſterday as I de- 
fired ; but unforſeen buſineſs came in my 

way of ſo preſſing a nature, that I could 
not put it off a ſingle minute. 

The perſon you have ſeen, anſwered 
you as he ought, and your ſurprize is to 
me matter of admiration, You have not . 
yet fathomed our Italian policy, and I ac- 
knowledge that I am ſcarce better ac- 
quainted with it, than you. Politics are 
not the ſcience of Theologians, they are 
acquainted with no ſubtilties but thoſe of 
the ſchools —You will do me a real plea- 
ſure if you will come to-morrow morning 
and drink a diſh of chocolate at eight 
o'clock ; I have ſo ordered my affairs, 
that Ican paſs a whole hour with you. I 
will plant a centinel at my gate to prevent 
the intruſion of troubleſome viſitors; for 

Vo“. III. F if 
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if a man is only in office, that is enough ' 
to be overwhelmed with them, which is 
an excellent trial of patience, a gives 
opportunity for doing acts of charity, 
but is by no means proper for buſineſs. 
I entreat you to bring me F. Caſtan's laſt 
letter; I ſhall be glad to give it a ſecond 
peruſal. You know the ſentiments Ihave 
vowed to entertain of you and your con- 
gregation through life. Vour affectionate 


ſervant, 
CARD. GANGANELLI. 


P. S. The bearer of this letter will bring 
me the French Mercury which I aſked you 
for, and the little Manuſcript I lent you. 

Do not write to the Biſhop of Orleans 
without letting me know. 


Ro ME, 13th Auguſt, 1768 
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LETTER CXIVN.: 


EF 
TO THE ABBE ISIDORE BIANCHI, PRESENT SE. 
CRETARY OF THE EMBASSY FROM THE COURT 
OF NAPLES TO LISBON, 


HE two works which you pronuſed 

me, are at laſt arrived according 
to your deſire, and I beg to return you 
a thouſand thanks for procuring me fo 
much pleaſure. 

As to the firſt, I had already ſeen your 
learned Obſervations upon the Monument 
of Albacina, which our dear Doctor the 
Abbe Lami gave an account of in his Li- 
terary Intelligence of the year 1763. It 
ſeems to me that you have reaſoned upon 
Antiquity, as we reaſon upon Mathema- 
tics; that is to ſay, by demonſtration, and 
have moſt triumphantly determined the 
ſcite of the ancient territory of Tufico. 

It is plain that Signor Michael Vannozzi 
would not have attacked your Diſſerta- 


tion but from a motive of jealouſy. 
F 2 | 


His 
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His impertinent criticiſm has procured 
you an opportunity of ſhewing the world 
how Gentlemen ſhould diſpute. You have 
employed only truth and good manners in 
your Apology, while your Adverſary has 
had recourſe to abuſe and evaſions, which 
proves that, controverſy, with ſome 


Vriters, is always accompanied by ſatire. 


I have not had an opportunity to read 
with attention your excellent Diſſertation 
upon the Monument which was lately diſ- 
covered at Pompeio. I have no doubt of 
your having victoriouſly terminated the 
diſpute which aroſe among the Antiqua- 
ries upon that ſubject. You need only 
dread the Academicians of Naples, who 
are ſo very jealous of what belongs to 
them, that-every foreigner appears guilty 
in their eyes who preſumes to write upon 
the Antiquities of Pompeio or Hercula- 
neum. 1 

You cannot be ignorant of their late be- 
haviour to our dear and illuſtrious Abbe 
Winchelman. | 


I beg 
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beg you will not deſiſt from your la- 
bours; and I pray you to be convinced 
that I will let flip no opportunity of prov- 


ing to you the perfect eſteem with which 
E am, 


Your moſt devoted ſervant, 
GANGANELLI, 


Ro M E, Convent of the HoLV ArosTEEs, 
This 14th September, 1768. 
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LETTER CXLV. 


TO THE REVEREND FATHER CORSI.. 


REVEREND FATHER, 

OU can do nothing better than com- 
poſe a Treatiſe of Ethics, as a com- 
panion for thoſe books of Theology of 
which. you are the author. Philoſophy 
gives only a very ſuccint expoſition of 
morals; and in every condition it is ne- 
ceſlary to know thoroughly what regulates 
our manners, and ſerves us for a compaſs 
in the midſt of the revolutions and the 
r dangers 


f N * * 


102 LETTERS OF GANGANELLI, 


dangers of life.— Morality, as the baſis 
of Probity and Chriſtianity, is always uſe- 
ful, whereas the other Sciences can ſerve 
only occaſionally. 

But neither among the ancient nor mo- 
dern Philoſophers are you to ſeek for Mo- 
rality ſuch as it ſhould be taught, and 
ſuch as it ought to be practiſed. The bo- 
ſom of God is the great book in which 
its excellency and its precepts are found: 
from his Divine Will are our obligations 
derived, and as he has eſtabliſned the moſt 
wonderful and moſt harmonious order in 
all parts of the univerſe, in like manner 
has he bound our underſtanding, our heart, 
our ſoul, our paſſions, our appetites, in ſo 
firm connexion that eyery thing in us na- 
turally concurs to make us well with our- 
felves and with our neighbours. 

Morality is not enough inſiſted upon, 
though that Science has ſo extenſive and 
numerous ramifications, that families, ſo- 
cieties, Cities, courts, empires are ſupport- 
ed only by its happy influence, and by the 
virtue it has to point out to us, in the 

cleareſt 


— 
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cleareſt and moſt exact manner, our duty 
to God, to our Neighbour, and ourſelves. 
One thing admirable is, that among the 
multitude of obligations recommended to 
us by Morality, and to which we are ſub- 
jected both by our nature and dependance, 
Charity, which really ſubſiſts only in the 
true Religion, makes us, without any other 
aid, good parents, good friends, good ci- 
tizens, good ſubje is. Under the moſt 
modeſt exterior it comprehends in it all 
that we can defire in whatever rank Pro- 
vidence may have placed us, —The hea- 
then virtues wanted'that divine ſap which 
brings forth fruits worthy of eternity. 
The wiſdom of ancient Philoſophers knew 
not that Heavenly principle which gives to 
Chriſtian ſouls the OG of —— 
eternal bappineſs“ | 
This is a point you cannot too much in- 
ſiſt upon in your intended Theatiſe of Mo- 
rals, for thus you will riſe to the ſource of 
the true virtues, and be able to diſtinguiſh 
them from thoſe. which are only their ſha- 
dows. To relieve our neighbour from a 
36h  ” natural 
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natural emotion is a good action, but not 
to do that action for God's ſake is far from 
being good. In this caſe we may ſay, 

* Hec opportuit facere, et illu nan omittere 
and repeat the axiom ſo well known in 
our ſchools, Bonum ex integra CER wn 


quocumque defectu rx. 
The grand precepts of Marplity are be ; 
ſame in all nations, becauſe they are im 
printed on our hearts. The ſame hand 
which traced the image of its omnipotence 
in the Heavens, in characters of flame, en- 
graved our . principal duties in gur ſauls. 
Our heart is a table of the decalogue whieh!: 
cannot be broken, but which our paſſioms 
would obliterate, did not the voice of Con- 
ſcience; reproach us with our error rs. 
Evangelical Morality is, above all others, 
ſuited to the nature of Man, becauſe it 
teaches him to feel his weakneſs, and to 
know his dignity. It unites the earth and 


* Theſe things you ought to have done, a and not 
to have left the others undone. t 

+ Good reſults from Warn of principle; i frown 

any . | 
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the Heaven whence we ſprung, as being a 
portion of clay and the image of the Deity, 
in order to preſent us with a living picture 
of our duties and our deſtinies. — Pagan 
Morality engenders Pride, Chriſtian Mo- 
rality brings forth Humility, expect to 
ſee all theſe things diſplayed at full length 
in your work. St. Thomas has written on 
Morality in a manner which muſt excite 
the moſt lively admiration. You will 
doubtleſs read what he ſays on that head: 
this is all I can ſay, only adding the eſ- 
teem and friendſhip with which, &c. 
Roux, this 220 January, 1747. 
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LETTER CXLVL. 


O M. MURATORL 


Have ſpoken to our Holy Father (Be- 
nedi&. XIV.) of the oppoſition yu 


I 


meet with, and his expreſſions were, that, 
the more you ſuffer for the ſake of Juſtice, 
the more Dreams; you will be in he fight ef, 

F 5. | Cod, 
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God, ani f all men 1ho are animated with 
bis "righteous Spirit. He will addreſs a 
brief to you himſelf, which muſt ſupport 
you, and prove to your enemies that no- 
thing reprehen ſible is to be found in your 
works, neither reſpecting opinions nor 
morals; and the only thing in the leaſt 
to be found fault with, had no other ob- 
ject but certain privileges of the Holy 
Sees. He will likewiſe write to Cardinal 
Quitiai, who ſeems to be prejudiced 
againſt you in the article of the Feſtivals, 
which you defire to have retrenched and 
TI am perſuaded that, notwithſtanding the 
zeal with which his Eminency is devoured, 
he will yield to the latter, and reſume all 
+ thoſe ſentiments in your favour, which 
you ſo much deſerve. 

As for me, Sir, I ſhall for ever congra- 
tulate myſelf for having, in ſome degree, 
contributed to have that Juſtice done you 

which is yeur due, and in putting a ſtop 
to the perſecution which was raiſed againſt 
you; and which was the more unpardon- 
80 as nobody ſtands up ſo meritoriouſly 
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as you in defence of our Holy Religion 
It is a terrible thing to contend. with the 
hatred of the ſuperſtitious. They are not 
to be got the better of, either by force or 
reaſon, becauſe they miſtake all the ideas 
which enter into their own brains, for ir- 
refragable truths. 

You may always THEN upon me as 
upon yourſelf, and be perſuaded that I 
never can think my name placed more 
honourably than at the bottom of this let- 
ter, which aſſures you with what devotion 
and reſpect I am, &c. 

Rowe, 7th Auguſt, 1748. 


LETTER CXIVI.. 


TO THE SAME, 


OU have enriched me in the moſt 
ſplendid and magnificent manner, 

by the preſent of your laſt work. I ſhall 
place it in my library ſo as to have it per- 
petually in my eye; and read it with ſuch 

| application. 
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application as ſhall imprint its contents 
on my underſtanding and heart. It is 
amazing, that invecti ves againſt your per- 
ſon and writings ſnould ha ve been uttered 
from the Pulpit; but you muſt comfort 
yourſelf with the reflection, that your oen- 
ſurers are wolves in ſheepsꝰ cloathing; and 
that we know them by their fruits. I 
would write to you at more length, were 
it not my deſtiny to be continually de- 
prived of every thing that gives me more 
than ordinary pleafure; however, though 
this letter be contracted within narrow 
bounds, I proteſt to you that none can be 
ſet to my reſpect, for that knows no other 
limit than my ſoul, which will never have 
an end. 


Rome, 22d October, 1748. : 
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TO THE REV. F. BAUDIER, PROFESSOR OF THE. 


ob IN THE GREAT: COLLEGE OF Tur r. 
P. MINEOS CONVENTUALS AT TURIN, AND 
PRESENT EX-PROVINCIAL AT CHAMBERY. 
ARI AA 


BEG you vill be perſuaded chat I have 
nothing more at heart than your af- 
fairs. As to the Theſis which you pro- 
Pole to dedicate to me, I conjure you to 
think of it ſeriouſly befare-hand. In the 
firſt place, I believe it is not right that 
your Pupil ſhould make my name appear 
at the head of his theological conclyſions. 
Secontlly, becauſe I cannot ſerve you fo 
effectually when! it is known chat! ha ve 
particular reaſons ſor being engaged in 
your intereſt. And thirdly, becauſe 1 
abſolutely am not worthy of that honour. 
However you may depend upon it, that 
hate ver way you determine, either toexe- 
eure, or to renounce: your ꝓtoject, 1 ſhall ' 
be en attached and devoted to you. 
I ſa- 


—— 


a 2 
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I ſalute all our Reverend Fathers moſt 
humbly, and ha ve the honour to be, &c. 
Rome, 2d July, 1749. 
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LETTER CXLIX. 


70 THE Ri CRUTTO, MINOR CONVENTUAL Ar 
TURIN. | 
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1 AM alan ehiifoiindePwhiit 1 
think of the Theſis, which both the 
Profeſſor and the Defender condeſcend to 
do me the favour of dedicating to me, but 
5 1 alfüre you with all poſſible ſincerity of 
heart, that ſuch an honour ſhould be deſ- 
tined 155 a different kind of perſon than I, 
who am the leaſt worthy of . human 

Tace.” . 
I boy: of you to acknowledge r my obl- 
gations to the Rev, F Baudier and his 
moſt worthy pupil, and the rather becauſe 
it is to you I owe this dedication. I wiſh 
with all my heart that an opportunity 


would 
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would offer, wherein I might, convince 
them of my ſentiments, and give them a 
proof, that in every thing which depends 
upon me, I am at their ſervice, _ . 

Iſhall never forget that I owe to you the 
being celebrated in ſo famous a city as 
your's, and in a convent which may be 


called the flower of your province. At - 


leaſt preſcribe ſomething for me to do by 
way of recompence for the honour you 
have now procured me, and believe me to 
be ever with all poſſible reſpect and grati- 
tude, 
Your's, &c. 
| Row, 27th September, 1749. 
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' TO THE REV. F. BAUDIER, PROFESSOR IN THE 
| COLLEGE, OP R. F. MINOR CONTANTPA[S, AT 


TURIN, 
- Wiſh to God has. my abilities were ſut⸗ 
ficient to return you ſuch thanks as you 
deſerve, for the | plendid dedication with 
- which, you have honoured e. 


- 1 
- 


As 


} 
| 


un 
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As ſoon as poſſible; I ſhall. even lay be- 
forè our Holy Father (Benedict IV.) the 
Theſis which is perfectly conſonant with 
your merit and abilities, but of which I 
was by no-means worthy. My intention 
is not only to make him read it, but to 
prove to him how deſirous our Order is to 
ſupport the rights of the Holy See, even out 
of the confines of the Eccleſia ſtical State. 
He will be exceedingly well pleaſed. 

As for me, I think of giving you, as well 
as your generous Athletes, the moſt con- 
vincing proof of my gratitude; for at the 
very moment that the Theſis will be de- 
fended amidſt the moſt learned men at 
Turin, it will receive the moſt ſolemn ap- 
plauſe from the mouth of our Holy Father 
himſelf, the oracle of the Church Univer- 
ſal. I beg you will let me know wherein: 
1 can. be uſeful to you, or your worthy pu- 
pil; how I ſhall acknowledge his attention, 
and by what means I can. prove to him as 
well as to you, the whole extent of my 
gratitude and friendſhip. Perhaps ſome. 
fortunate -chance 'may procure me the 
4 pleaſure 
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pleaſure of ſeeing you here. Neither time F 
nor my preſent engagements will allow me | 
to proceed. Pleaſe ho! accept the ſenti- 
ments with which | 


7 


Lon.” tow. 


Rowe, zoth September, 1749. 
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wour you believe that fome 1 peo- 
ple have dared to dedicate a Theſis 
to me l ſay dared, for it requires more 
than courage to offer me ſuch a compli- 
ment; me the moſt inſignificant mortal l 
know, and who am not poſſeſſed of a fin- 
gle quality that can juſtify them for weed 
affront, or this honour, _ | 
However, it is ſome conſolation in this 
exploit, that the Theſis is drawn up 
with the greateſt elegance and exactneſs, 
and treats on a x ſubject of al others the 
5 moſt 
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moſt intereſting to-us, and moſt admirable 
in the ſight of Religion: I mean the Church. 
What a vaſt field, when viewed with the 
eye of Faith! it is the domaine of Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, the price of his Blood, the 
triumph of his Sufferings and of his Nit. 
ſion. Hiſtory can preſent us with no 
ſcene ſo magnificent as the formation of” 
the Church, and its victories over Ty- 
rants, as well as over the Paſſions. The 
Sßpectacle of Nature itſelf is only an ob- 
ject unworthy of our regard, when put in 
compariſon with, that Holy Society before 
whoſe lights and virtues the ſtars them 
ſelves fade aa n 
Vou have often ſolicited me to Manas 
a theological Treatiſe on this ſubjeR, 
which is ſo beautiſul, ſo fertile, ſo worthy 
of our enquiries and admiration : but, ter- 
rified by the boundleſs extent of the ſab-, 
ject, I drop the pencil from my hands 
every time I attempt to ſketch that grand 
and magnificent picture. ; 
When I reflect that God himſelf, his 
Word and his Spirit, have begotten the 
Church, 
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Church, in order to make of her a ſecond 
Heaven much more luminous than the firſt, | 
and that they have given her all their glo- 
ry, all their holineſs, to ſerve as a guiding 
light through all ages and nations, I feel 
my courage forſake me, and my very ex- 
iſtence abſorbed in gratitude and adorati- 
on. But this Church we ſhall not know 
perfectly, till we are in the boſom of God, 
from whom ſhe is an emanation, -and to 
whom, as to her ſupreme happineſs, ſhe 
inceſſantly tends. The world is a vell 
here below, which hides from us her bright- 
neſs; and it muſt neceſſarily be rent and 
diſappear, that we may behold that Divine 
Church in all her beauty, and all her im- 
menſity} How many men powerful in 
word and in deed, between Adam and the 
laſt of the elect, who ſhall compleat the 
myſterious ring in which will be compre- 
hended all the celeſtial ſpirits and all the 
ſaints! This is, truly, that innumerable 
multitude mentioned in the Apocalypſe, 
and which St. John ſaw in the midſt of 
an ineffable rapture. - 


This 


i IE \ - 
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This Church, immenſe as it is, ſubſiſts 
in the heart of every juſt man, by reaſon 
ol that charity which intimately connects 
him with all the inhabitants of the earth 
and the Heaven, even with the men yet 
unborn, and who, by an act of infinite 
mercy, are predeſtined one day to be the 
ſubjects of Chriſt; for ſuch is the bond by 
which all the Elect are united, that they 
who are dead, as well as they who are alive, 
nay even they who have not yet ſeen the 
light, form an inſeparable whole; and 
this connection, by ſuch powerful ties, 
though ſeldom attended to, is a proof of 
her great ſtrength and extent. The par- 
ticles of gold, notwithſtanding their cloſe 
and durable junction, have not that indiſ- 
ſoluble; inſeparable union, which ſubſiſts 
among the friends of God,—lI have often 
been pleaſed with the peruſal of old cour- 
ſes of Theology, notwithſtanding their 
Gothic turn, and have found in them. 
thoughts proper to inſpire the higheſt idea 
of the Church, and of Religion. | 
It ſeems as if the leſs writers attached 


themſelves to the diction, the leſs do they 
enervate 


. 
N 
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- _ enervate the thought, and that what is gain- 


ed in the matter is loſt in the manner. 
Hence are the Fathers of the Church ſo 
ſublime when they treat of moral Duties 
or ſpeculative Religion. Their ſtyle ap- 
pears to have nothing in it human; and it 
is not ſurprzing that what is eternal ſhould 
abſorb what is only fleeting and momentary. 

To write a good Treatiſe on the Church 
would require a man's whole life; though 
he were endowed with the greateſt piety 
and learning. So numerous are its won- 
ders, its myſteries, its beauties, that the 
ſoul is ſcarcely capable of collecting and 
forming them into a whole, in a manner- 
worthy of the ſubject.— Whatever appears 
dazzling to the human eye, fades before 
the eternal Word, and his ineffable opera- 
tions, the reſult of which is the Church, 
for ſhe hath received her perfection and 
dignity in the Manger, and on the Crofs. 
It began with the world. The creative 
breath which animated the firſt man form- 
ed the original amen of the Church, which, 
paſſing from Adam into Abel, and from 


him by ſucceſſion into the hearts of 1 
| juſt 


* 
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Juſt perſons to the end of time, has re- 
mained incapable of ſtain, amidſt the 
contagion of ages, climates and nations. 
The vices by which the Church is ſur- 
rounded, beſet, but do not defile it. She 
ſtems that torrent of iniquity with which 
the world is overflowed, and the ſinners 
in her boſom only render her more beauti- 
ful and venerable. 
The Apocalypſe is a mine of gold and 
diamonds to whoever has its key, and 
would make the Church the ſubject of his 
labours. But that book is filled with a ho- 
ly darkneſs, which will not be cleared up 
till the end of time. The Apoſtles and 
the Fathers have lifted up a little corner 
of that myſterious veil, but ſo lightly, that 
itis with the greateſt difficulty we can get 
a view of the celeſtial lights. One thing 
is certain, that the holy dread with which 
we are ſtruck while we peruſe it, ought to 
convince us, that it contains great myſte- 
ries, and that the future life to which we 
are deſtined, will make us ſee and know 
things the moſt ſublime and extraordinary. 
. The 
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The Natural Man, who is not endowed 


| - with Faith, cannot be perſuaded 'that the 


Church, whoſe external only he beholds, 
ſhould be thus wonderful; yet ſhe is the 
chain whichlinks together all things viſible 
and inviſible ; and the world itſelf was cre- 
ated only to bring forth children for her. 
T figure her to myſelf as a tree whoſe top 
reaches the ſummit of the Heavens, whoſe 
roots pierce to the deepeſt abyſs, and 
againſt which all the ſtorms let looſe their 
rage without being able to wither or over- 
throw it. 

It has now ſubſiſted, under the names 
of the Old and New Teſtament, for near- 
ly fix thouſand years, without interruption, 
and underits ſhadow the Apoſtles and Pa- 
triarchs, the Fathers and Prophets have 
wrought out their own Salvation, and 
that of an infinite number of ſouls who 
have liſtened to them with ſubmiſſion. 

If we conſider the Church in her out- 
ward appearance, nothing can be more 
weak : her head and her members are 
men of fleſh and blood, ſubje& to all 
| the 
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paſſions :- ſhe has no'other arms, no other 
ſtrength than thoſe words of Jeſus Chriſt : | 
Go and preach the Goſpel to all nations. 
Lo, I am with you 10 the end of the world. 
But take a view of her internally, and 
nothing is ſtronger : for being unceaſing- 
ly guided and enlightened by the Holy Spi- 
rit, God himſelf is her impregnable ram- 
part. He ſtretched forth his arm when- 
ever ſhe ſtood in need of aſſiſtance, and 
that at the time when no hope ſeemed to 
| remain. 
In a myſtical ſenſe, ſhe is an exact coun- 
terpart of the material world, ſhe is conti- - 
nually vivified by a central and divine fire; 
enlightened by a ſun even in the middle of 
the night; endowed with a fertility which 
makes her bud and bring forth fruit for 
time and for eternity; watered with a mi- 
raculous dew, by which, like Nature, ſhe is 
at once embelliſhed and refreſhed : ſhe has 
her diamonds, her pearls, her metals, her 
plants, her flowers. Her ſacraments may 
be compared to the rivers; her prayers to 


the ſweet ſmoke of incenſe ; her good works 
to 
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to the delicious fruits of the earth; her 
miniſters to the ſtars, which guide and 
enlighten us. * 
All the works of God are connected by 
ſo eloſe relations, in ſuch perfect harmo. 
ny, that the corporeal aids the ſpiritual, 
the viſible is united with the inviſible, in 
order to form a Whole which bleſſes its 
Creator, and ae, his Excellence and | 
Majeſty. | 

I acknowledge that the Church is my 
univerſe. She is ſo ancient, ſo extenſive, 
comprehends ſo many objects, that I am 
loſt in her immenſity. With ſuch preci- 
ſion does ſhe unite all ages, all countries, 
that time and ſpace are contracted to a Oh 
gle point. By the identity ſhe gives to the 
Faith, the Hope, the Charity of all thoſe to 
whom ſhe is at once the compaſs and the 
ſea, ſhe forms them into a ſingle veſſel of 


* » election. - When we; behold the perfect 


harmony between the members of Jeſus 
Chriſt, we might affirm that their prayers, 
their actions are thoſe of. an individual. 
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Every private perſon in the Church has 
his peculiar opinions with regard to Reli- 
gion, every ſect its characteriſtie doctrine; 
but in the Holy Society of the Elect, there 
is only one Faith, one Salvation, one Baptiſm, 

This is a ſummary of the articles we are 
to conſider, and the points of view in 
which we are to place the Church when 
we would repreſent her ſuch as ſhe is; that 
Church Militant here on earth under a vi- 
fible head, whom the Meſſiah hath clothed 
with his authority; who ſuffers in Purga- 
tory under the juſtice of a God impoſſible 


dio be beheld but by the perfectly ſpotleſs; 


and who triumphs in Heaven in the bo- 
fora of Mercy and true Glory. | 

This picture, though confined to fo 
narrow a compaſs, may be ſufficient for 
the execution of your project. The 
Scriptures, the Councils, the Fathers and 
Tradition may enable a man to write a 
Treatiſe on the Church with ſucceſs, - But 
it is one thing to point out what is requiſite 


to be known on that ſubject, another to 
write on it in a manner anſwerable to its 
excellence and dignity. 


St. Au- 


- 
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St. Auguſtine has furniſhed us with no- 
ble materials, eſpecially in his polemical 
writings, againſt the Donatiſts. Upon 
their ruins he erected in the moſt ſplendid. 
ſtyle, that ſuperb edifice, which they 
thought to overthrow : every age has ſeen 
the ſect, that dared to attack the Church, 
fall with hideous ruin; and nothing of them 
has remained but clouds of duſt, which 
blind the eyes of thoſe that are not atten- 
tive to diſſipate them. 

According to the eternal Oracle, He 
who heareth not the Church, ought to be re- 
garded as a Heathen Man, and a Publican. 
With this text ought a treatiſe on that 
' ſubject to be cloſed, and with it I con- 
clude my letter, wiſhing you all the proſ- 
perities which God reſerves for his friends, 
and which, though often preſented under 
the appearance of bitterneſs, yet are no 
| leſs defirable bleſſings. 

Nothing can be added to the eſteem 
and friendſhip* you deſerve, and with 
which I am your's, &c. 
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nne [13 1 
re, 1 
1 HAVE executed y your ede with 

all the zeal of which I am capable 
when I reflect on what is due to yourſelf, 
to the reſpectable Order whoſe habit you 
wear, and the high dignity with, which 
you are cloathed. 1 an We ſorry 
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are fo far a part, but however I am com- 
| forted. with the thoughts that we are ſitu- 
ated, both the one and the other of us, 


95 


Juſh where God 2 2 — ; you pon the 


2 


1 ſee nothing in thi ach which is more 
entitled to our praiſe and reſpect than the 
office of a Biſhop, whether ye regard it in 
the ſource from whence it,flows, or by gb- 
ſerving the wonderful effects which it has 
produced. It has Jeſus Chriſt, the _— 
; | | 0 


; POPE CLEMEN TT} XIV." .! ras 


of Holineſs, for its Inſtitutor and its Chief; 
and by the Grace which he confers he 
I unites, the earth with Heaven. Thus we 
may ſee that the Biſhops were always held 
in the greateſt, regard byidl thoſe Kings 
and Emperors who had the happineſs to 
embrace the Chriſtian, Religion. They 
looked upon them as their Oracles in de- 
eiding matters of faith, and as their tute 
lary angels, capable of condu@tingitþort 
in their heavenly concerns. 

The world. unhappily no bons * 
upon the ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles with 
that veneration with which they were re- 
garded formerly; and while they deſpiſe 
them they deſpiſe Jeſus Chriſt, for they 

are, in a bee n the __ ; 
anointed. / | 10 

Vou, more that any . will mne 6 

that ſublime office reſpeQed, not by haugh- - 

M tineſs, which every good Biſhop deteſts, but 

by thoſe. virtues which ſhine forth in you 


x. | with ſuch cemarkable ſplendor, and which : 
I are the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. N 
= There can be no better niethoil. for the 


r Epilcopacy to. be avenged for the infults 
f | G 3 offered 
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offered to it by irreligion, than by Biſhops 
fhewing themſelves mild and humble of 
heart; in a word, by behaving as you be- 
have to your Dioceſans. 

That time which your Lordſhip ſpent in 
the order of St. Dominick, is the beſt no- 

vitiate which you could have made to 
qualify you for the Biſhoprick. There 
they ftudy, they preach, they pray, and 
they inſtruct; and find nothing there but 
examples of Holineſs, and 6pportunities of 
working out their own Salvation, in la- 
bouring for that of others. 

The Rev. Father Bremond is always 
warmly attached to you, and never men- 
tions your name but from the overflow- 
ings of his heart. Nothing can bring more 
comfort to the heart of the General of an 
Otder than to have children like you, my 
Lord, who learn to love and practice Re- 
ligion. 

The country where you live does not 
preſent pictures ſo loudly cried up as thoſe 
of Italy; however, you have ſome excel- 


lent maſter-pieces deſerving the attention 


of the Connoiſſeur, On ſeeing the * 
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of Rubens we would wiſh to be Rubens, 
or to become Michael Angelo, when we 
admire his productions. 

What I ſhould dread of all things for 
you my Lord, is that Antwerp being ſo 
frequently.expoſed to become the Theatre 
of War, you are in danger of having your 
repoſe and the duties of your office inter- 
rupted. Flanders is very different from 
our Italy, by its ſituation, but the truly 
wiſe man finds. a retreat for himſelf in his 
own heart, and nothing diſturbs his peace 
of mind when he is well with God, and 
looks for nothing but the favour of Hea- 
ven. 


That is your ſituation, and mine is to 
repeat to you inceſſantly the ſentiments of 
reſpect, eſteem, and attachment, with 
which I have the honour to be, 

| My Lord, &c. 

© Rows, 6th November, 1750. 
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LETTER cl. 


TO DOCTOR, BIANCHI,, ar OY 


| 
114 


TGT 
DEAR DOCTOR, 


Fr OUR invitation to Rimini gives me 
ſenſible pleaſure, by recalling the 
idea of the ſpot where 1 performed my 
firſt ſtudĩes, and at the ſame time, fills me 
with mortification, by the impoſſibility of 
gratifying my deſire to come and embrace 
you. I am confined by a vow of obedi- 
ence which fetters down my, body to the 
Convent of the Holy Apoſtles, but hinders 
not my ſoul from making an excurſion, 
and viſiting every corner of the good town. 
where you reſide. 

Within theſe. few days [ _ that Ri 
mini 1s really a renowned city on the ſcore 
of its antiquity ; that T. Livius mentions 
it as a colony which ſuccoured Rome when 
that Capital was diſtreſſed by Hannibal's 
army; that Auguſtus and Tiberius made 
it a point of duty to ornament it with ſe- 

veral 
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veral public building, witneſs the bridge 
which ſubſiſts at this day; that it remained 
faithful to its maſters till the deſtruction of 


their empire; and laſtly, that after having 
been ſucceſſively under the dominion of 
the Exarchs of Ravenna, the Lombards, 
the Maleteſtas (an illuſtrious Italian family) 
it became tributary and ſubject to che ſo- 
vereign Pontiffs. It is a pity that the ſea 
has retired more than a mile from its walls, 
and that half of it is now un inhabited. 
But what is there in all this that you did 
not k no-)? 

One thing i is certain, that fog my at- 
tachment to that place, I may ſtill be con- 
ſidered as one of its inhabitants. It is na- 
tural to retain a tender regard for the coun- 
try on which we have imprinted our firſt 
ſteps, and where we have paſſed years, 
the memory of which is always dear, be- 
cauſe they are the prelude of liſe. I ſpeak 
here of my infancy, whicturecalls the idea 
of what I then was, and what I am no 
more. Our life may be aptly compared 

to a book, of which the nn is Infancy, 
Fey, wal 04 < 16 5: oo and 
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and every leaf we turn, a day which paſſes, 
never to reviſit our eyes. They, however, 
who retain any thing of it are recompenſed 
for the rapidity which hurries us on, and 
ploughs our face with wrinkles, while we 
imagine ourſelves ſtill in the bloom of 
youth. To the man who performs great 
actions, or lives many years, it is a book 
of ſeveral volumes, but no more than a 
flying ſheet to him, who only vegetates or 
enjoys but a ſhort duration here below. 
My dear Doctor, with what pleaſure do 
I make ſuch refſections, while converſing 
with you, for you are a clear- ſighted ſage, 
and are perfectly acquainted wih the no- 
thingneſs of life, and the bleſſing of ſpend- 
ing it in promoting the happineſs of others 
and our own. It is the way to beguile 
time who takes a pleaſure in making ſport 
of us while he believes that he can oblite- 
rate every thing. It is glorious to per- 
form Works that will laſt to Eternity, 


and over which Time has, conſequently, 
no power. 


Iknou not how our countryman's affair 
will end. I ſincerely ſtrive to ſerve him; 
bur 
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but through the weakneſs of his head he 
mars all his labours. However, I excuſe 
him, notwithſtanding all his faults, for af- 
ter all, is it in our own power to have fibres 
and organs proper for contributing to our 
happineſs? 

I thank: you for ſending: a counterpart 
of yourſelf to St. Arcangelo, to endeavour 
to cure the good and virtuous.man, for 
whom we both deſervedly retain ſo ſtrong. 
an attachment, You give me comfort, 
by informing me, that it is not a dropſy 
in the breaſt. He muſt obſerve a ſtrict 
regimen if he recovers. 
The foreigner, who is to bring me a- 

book, has not yet appeared. He has, pro-- 
bably, ſtopped to take a view of all the 
towns which ſucceed one another on the 
road to Rome; and like ſo many anticham- 
bers, prepare for the entrance into a mag - 
nificent ſaloon. I ſhall receive him doubly 
well, both as he comes from you, and as. 
he is a foreigner. But I could lay a wager 
before hand that he comes when I am in- 
a hurry of buſineſs. That never fails to be 


%. 
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the caſe; and it gives me the more pain, 
as then I have not- leiſure to beſtow” all the 
time I would upon a man who favours me 
with a viſit, and it ſeems to have an air of 
ill will to the perſon I receive. - 

Be aſſured, my dear Doctor, that you 
are always preſent with me, and that my 
heart is continually repeating the fenti- 
ments I have vowed to you for life, and 

with which I am invariably your's, _ 
1 this 7: June, 1758. Nn 


— . III III 


TO THE SAME. 


Should be extremely forry if you was 
informed by any hand but my own, 


I 


of my promotion to the Cardinalſhip; 
a thing ſo unheard of, and ſo little ex- 
pected by me, that it requires all my pre- 
fence of mind to be unden ht it is 
not a dream, 


I ac- 


dor cer XIV.) | 133 
* I acknowledge now that you was not in 


the wrong when you reproached me for 
not attending to my ſtudies ;—t would 
thank you at preſent for what you did at 
that time, if it were an advantage to be 
raiſed to dignities which take us from our- 
ſelves, and place us againſt our inglinati- 
ons in the midſt of hurry and confuſion, 
What comforts me upon this occaſion is, 
that, that Providence under whoſe ſhade 
1 have both flept and waked, has led me 
by the hand, and that there has not been 
any intrigne, or even the leaſt deſire of 
mine to attain that rank to which I have 

now been promoted. 
| Notwithſtanding all your ſagacity, you 
could not have foreſten this metamor- 
phoſis. Though [ am afraid it will unhuck- 
ily be all in vain, I muſt now exert my 
utmoſt efforts not to riſe to a level with 
thoſe whom his Holineſshas aſſociated me, 
but to make myſelf worthy of their good- 
nefs.” If F am not their Brother in point of 
merit, Iwill at feaſt endeavour to become 
ſuchi by my ſolicitude to pleaſe them, and 

gain their good will. 
How 


9 
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How would my mother have been aſt o- 
niſhed if ſhe had ſeen the extraordinary 
event which has now. happened; ſhe who 
was ſo averſe from my entering into the 
Order of St. Francis! but ſhe has ſubmit- 
ted to that fate, to which we muſt all ſub- 
mit very ſoon, and of which I never loſe 
fight, from a dread of becoming proud, 
Behold then I am a Cardinal; but what 
numbers of Cardinals are no more, whoſe: 
names and perſons ſleep in the duſt, and 
are forgotten ! | 
Say ſomething for me, and in ſuch a 
way as you very well can, to our common 
friends. _ Aſſure them all, that if I can 
oblige them in any manner whatever, they 
. will always find in me a heart filled with 
zeal for their intereſts, and cordially diſpoſed: 
to ſerve them at all times and in all places: 
but for you in particular, my moſt dear 
Doctor, do not ſpare me, for you know 
| how much Ganganelli has been attached 
dio you, and ever your friend and ſervant, 
Banz, 30th September, 1759. | 


LET. 
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LETTER CLV. 


TO THE SAME. 


MOST DEAR AND ILLUSTRIOUS DOCTOR, - 


NSTEAD of expreſſing to me the gra- 
T. titude you think my due, for the al- 
ledged ſervice I have done you, thank 
yourſelf for having procured me the hap- 
pieſt opportunity of giving you a proof of 
my friendſhip and eſteem. My eminency 
never ſtands upon titles, and I think no- 
thing a trouble when it is poſſible for me to 
do a favour, eſpecially to a friend with 
whom I have been ſo long connected. 

I entreat you not to imagine, that the 
affair in which you employed me, and 
which is happily concluded to your ſatis- 
faction, was a mountain difficult to be 
climbed. Unluckily I had only a few 
ſteps to. take in order to ſucceed, for I 
could have wiſhed. it had coſt me many 
more, that I might have teſtified to you 
all my zeal and affection. Notwithſtand- 
ing my Cardinalſhip, your name has been 


of 
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of much more weight than mine, in ob- 
taining the favour you deſired. The 
town of Rimini would be too proud, were 
all the renown you deſerve concentered 
within her walls, but that renown has: 
overleaped her towers, and, notwithſtand- - 
ing all your efforts, flown-to very diſtant 
regions: for the more abilities and virtue 
conceal and humble themſelves, the more 
careful is fame to publiſn and make them 
known; hence it happens that no ſtranger 
comes to Rimini without waiting upon - 
Doctor Bianchi, and bringing your name 
already pencilled in his pocket- book. 

It is requiſite that merit ſhould be re- 
compenſed for the ſhafts aimed at it by 
calumny and envy : otherwiſe men would 
ſink under the weight of their talents, and 
dread above all things to be poſſeſſed of 
them. 

Providence has ordered things ſo id, : 
as to compenſate the bad with the good; 
and that a man of merit may not fall a 
prey to deſpair, or be ſwelled with pride, 
ſhe Ftp hin” in a balance in which he is 
alter- 
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alternately elevated and depreſſed; We 
would grow too haughty, had we none but 
Panegyriſts; and be too much humbled, 
did we meet only with Detractors. An 
equilibrium is neceſſary, which may keep 
us on the level of humanity againſt the in- 
fluence of panegyric on the one hand, and 
fatire on the other. 20301 i136 

Eternal Wiſqom, my dear Doctor, has 
diſplayed its power and benevolence in 
the diſpoſition of the world; if at one time 
it preſents to us the cup of bitterneſs, at 
another it gives us the moſt pleaſing 
draught. Letus drink alternately in this 
double myſterious cup with js preſented 
to us, and we ſhall axoid the dangers of 
unruly joy, and the attacks of exceſſive 
ſorrow. Happy is the man whoſe ſoul is 
of a ſtrong, temper, and ſuffers not himſelf 
do be caſt down by any misfortune.— The 
juſt man deſcribed by Horace raiſes envy, 
but that of the Goſpel. is the only pattern 
for imitation, Always uniformly happy, 
he never ſees his repoſe giſturbed either 
by reverſe of fortune br calumny; becauſe 

his 
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his exiſtence is intimately united with the 
Divine Eternity. | 

Continue my dear Doctor, to procure me 
opportunities of teſtifying that tender and 
pure friendſhip which I have always en- 
tertained for you, and which fills me with 
joy when I can ſay that I am your ſervant 
and friend. 

Ro NR, this 15th September, 1763. 


r — — tot | 


| LETTER CLVE 


TO THE 8 F, KPH PIPE: PERPETUAL 
ASSISTANT PROVINCIAL OF {THE MINOR CON- 
VENTUALS AT BOLOGNA. 


REVEREND FATHER, | 
| I Think myſelf greatly honoured when 
_ I find that you have not forgot me, 
and have thought a perſon, ſo little de- 
ſerving as I am, worthy of receiving that 
excellent work with which you have fa- 
voured me. It was expected in this city 
with the greateſt impatience. This is ſo 
; true, 
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true, that one of our moſt eminent Lite- 
rati was ſo anxious to devour it, that he 

left it only twenty-four hours in my poſſeſ- 

The ſucceſs which it infallibly muſt 
have will certainly engage you to produce 
ſome other works ſtill more uſeful, and of 
greater ſize. I expect ſome time or other 
to preſent you in exchange, as ſoon as I 
can find time, i otiari licuerit, a produc- 
tion of my pen, which endeavours to diſ- 
cover the true ſenſe of St. Auguſtine, in 
thoſe three books where he treats of Correc- 
tion, Grace, the Predſtination of Saints, and 
the Gift of Perſeverance. I attempt to diſ- 
cover the meaning of the Holy Teacher 
on matters of Grace. 

If the ſucceſs anſwers our wiſhes, ii votis 
cuncta reſponderint, I flatter myſelf. with 
the hope that my remarks upon ſo impor- 
tant a ſubjet may be uſeful. This is a 
ſecret with which I entruſt you, and wiſh - 
| you to preſerve inviolable. 

Aſſiſt me, I pray you, with your know- 
tedge and opinions, that I may treat a ſub- 
ject 


— . een 
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3e&. of ſuch conſequence with truth and 
advantage: and allow me, while I kiſs 
your hands, moſt humbly to repeat, the 
| ſentiments of attachment, eſteem and 
reſpect with which I am, &c. 

Rome, iſt June, 1742. 


, 


LETTER CLVII. 


TO THE SAME. 

REVEREND FATHER, 
AM obliged to own my want of merit, 
both to cure you of the too favourable 
opinion you entertain of me, and to ex- 
cuſe myſelf from undertaking the taſk 
you preſcribe to me. I am not afraid of 
the trouble, but I ought to be endowed” 
with the capacity neceſſary to compoſe a 
work which could bear to be examined 
by the rules of reaſon and ſound criticiſm. 
If I lent my pen to the deſire of Cardi- 
nal bo, it was upon a ſubject eaſy to be 
| treated; 
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treated, where oratory and taſte were not 
required. I always read the beſt books, 
and ſtudy, without relaxation, the Chro- 
nological Hiſtory, of the Church as one o 
the beſt ſupports of Religion. 
] could wiſhit were in my power not to 
embroil myſelf with Ariſtotle, and eſpeci- 
ally with Scotus, becauſe of our old ac- 
quaintance and brotherhood; but I am 
obliged to leave them every moment, in 
order to take a ſurer and ſtraighter courſe, | 
The preſent age has no reliſh for thoſe ui 
pointed ſubtilties : we now require ſub- 
ſtance and truths, not diſtinctions and 
words. "Rnd. why. have recourſe to arti- 
fieial phraſeology, in order to ſay plain 
things, and not expreſs, myſelf as clearly 
while I philoſophize, as when I aſſure you 
of the high eſteem with which I am ſin- 
cerely, Ce. 70 

Rous, 2d July, 1742- 
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LETTER CLVIII. 


| 1 
— TO THE ABB E . 


INC E you aſk my opinion, my dear 

Abbe, or the diſcourſe which you ſent 
me, I muſt tell you, that I think there is 
too much of the Rhetorician, and a want 
of that ſort of eloquence which ſhould be 
employed in ſpeaking of the rulers of the 
earth. ' We ſhould endeavour toraiſe our 
thoughts as high as they are by their dig- 
nities, and to produce ſuch noble ſtrokes 
of eloquence from the boſom of Religion 
herſelf, as may make them appear the 
_ of the living God. 

Lou have the fineſt of all ſubjects. The 
reſpect and obedience which is due to 
Kings, derive their ſource from the Al- 
mighty, who deſires that we ſhould ho- 
© Nour thoſe who are clothed with his autho- 
rity. Befides, what will the heart not ex- 
preſs when it is employed in praiſing our 
fathers, our maſters, and our proteCtors! 
The exiſtence of the people is but very 
imperfect, when it is not cloſely united 
with 
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with that of the Princes by whom they 
are governed. It then becomes compleat, 
and gives us a picture of the harmony of 
Heaven, which ſcatters } Joy and gladneſs 
all around. 
I am ſatisfied with that part which diſ- 
plays the horrors of Anarchy, and ſhews 
that there is no exigency, no circumſtance, 
no time nor occaſion when it can be lawful 
to rebel againſt authority. 
That obedience which is due to Kings 
and their Vicegerents, is eſſentially connect- 
ed with that which we owe to God, and the 
more we are Chriſtians the more we refpect 
Royalty. 

Tertullian, in his PARTS for Chriſtiani- 
ty, paints the Faithful in his time, as 
ſubjects who were the moſt attached to 
their Princes, the moſt attentive in praying 
for them, and the moſt exact in paying 
their taxes. Jeſus Chriſt puts the ſubmiſ- 
ſion which is due to Kings, on a level with 
what is due to the Deity. Give to God 
the things which are God's, and give unto 
Ceſar the things which are Cæſars. 
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There uf cue no pretende, no reaſon 
for refuſing. I own to you, I was melted 
when I read that part where you ſay, 
That it was never more pleaſing to obey 
„Kings than in theſe happy times, when 
they declared their purpoſes without re- 
«ſerve, and are employed in ſeeking the 
e happineſs of their ſubjects.“ 
Certainly you know better than any one 
how to handle ſuch a ſubject, ſine you 
live immediately under the eye of a Mo- 
narch [Don Carlos, at that time King of Na- 
ples, and nou King of Spain], who, by his 
love of order , lemency and juſtice, makes 
all the Virtues reign with him. As you very 
Well expreſs | it Naples has leſs reaſon to re- 
Joice in the beauties which the ſoil and eli- 
mate have laviſhed upon her moſt abun- 
dantly, than in a reign which is equally juſt 
and mild. Iwould here finiſh my diſcourſe, 
for what fdllows is ſuperfluous. It is of TL 
portance tb theOtator as well as the Poet to 
know when to ſtop properly The panegyric | 
of Trajan, beautiful as it is, has always ſoem- 
ed to me to be too long. There is even a 
1111 certain 
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| certain degree of ſatiety in the fineſt things, 
which ſhould engage us to be moderate 
in our manner of writing, or in our diſ- 
courſes, when we employ the charms of 
eloquence and the flights of genius: A 
parterre is always of leſs extent than a gar- 
den; the flowers are more pleaſing to the 
eye when they are in ſmall quantity. The 
ſky, although enriched with an infinite 
number of ſtars, preſents to our view but 
a fixed number. The beſt preachers tire 
us when they ſurpaſs the bounds of a diſ- 


courſe. 
Eloquence is no longer of force than 
while it expreſſes the heat and ſtrength of 


the fire with which it is animated. I have 


heard it objected to our illuminations, as 
well as our moſt beautiful fire-works, they 
laſt too long. That ſentiment which is 
the effect of admiration, and which ſuſ- 
pends the activity of the ſoul and the ſenſes, 
is always but of ſhort duratiou, and ou 
may depend upon it, that the audience 
will be but little affected when it is over. 
"There was one of our Reverend F athers 


at Bologna, who, though one of the moſt 
Vol. III. H eloquent 
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quent of men, was never more than half” 
an hour in the Pulpit, but it was ſaid of 
him, that he appeared there only to thun- 
der and lighten. When he deſcribed the 
horrors of a life of ſin, he gave the moſt 
maſterly picture of a tempeſt ; and painted 
the moſt beautiful ſky, when he diſplayed 
the beauties of virtue, 
Jou will find my remarks upon your 
Diſcourſe at an end. If you are not ſatis- 
fied with them, you will at leaſt be ſo with 
, the ſentiments wherewith I am for life, 
. Your's, &c. 
Roux, 7th November, 1752. 


LET TER CLIX. 


170 THE DUKE DE MATTALONE CARAFFA. 


MOST ILLUSTRIOUS LORD, 
Have this moment received from Paris - 
the books ſent to you with thoſe I com- 
miſſioned, I am charmed with this oppor- 
tunity 


Bo. 
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tunity of renewing the pleaſure I had in 
paying you my reſpects, when you paſſed 
through this capital on your return from 
France. I then admired you as a Noble- 
man, who by a happy union of the Nea- 
politan genius with French politeneſs, 
formed one of the moſt intereſting and de- 
ſirable characters. 

Your dear brother Dom. Diomede is 
well, and the Clementine College has 
given the moſt ample teſtimony of his 
application and good behaviour. He does 

not forget, that by his birth he is con- 
T nected with the houſe of Colonna, and 

by alliance with that of Borgheſe, and that 
he ought conſequently to take double 
double pains to ſupport ſuch great adyan- 
tages with ſplendor. 

I will bear witneſs to whoever will liſten 
to me, that the books directed to you from 
Paris, are neither profane nor trifling ; and 
hat as we ought to judge well of a man 
rho loves good works, it is impoſhble not 
o entertain the moſt favourable opinion 
pf you, 


2 For 
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For my part, it would be impoſſible, to 
carry farther the reſpect and eſteem with 
which I have the honour to be, 44. 1 
Moſt illuſtrious Lord, &c. 


Convent of the Ho ArosrLESs, 
This 16th June, 1753. 


NTT NN 
LI CR CEE 


TO THE SAME. 


ONE of the books which were di- 
rected for you have been detained | 
at the Cuſtom-houſe. Beſides, that, they 
were not liable to be ſtopped, I would 
have claimed them, and my remon- 
ſtrances as Conſultor of the Holy Office, 
would not have been without effect. 

I wiſh with all my heart that you may 
edify the world, as much as you can pleaſe | 
them, and that you will add to the honour 
of the great men of your Houſe and your 
Country, that of reſembling them. The 
public have a right to call upon you to 
tread? 
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tread in their ſteps. Men of high rank 
have engagements which they cannot diſ- 


penſe from performing, without failing in 


their duty to their Country, to Poſterity, 
and more eſpecially to Religion, that has 
a right to require great examples from 
thoſe: whoſe names impreſs the world with 
ideas of reſpect and deference. 

When we are excited by motives of Re- 
ligion and Humanity, we do wonders; we 
tear ourſelves from the arms of penis 
cy and fly to the boſom of true greatneſs. 
If you think I forget myſelf in preſuming 
to give you a hint of this moral, I inſtant- 
ly withdraw and ſay, that J am, with alt 
poſſible reſpect, . 

My Lord Duke, 


Your moſt hum hle, &c. 
neus, 26th Auguſt, 1753. 


_ 
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LETTER CXILI. 


1 
TO THE ABBE RUGGIHIER1L 


HE moment is at hand to anſwer, 

with regard to the affair which we 
begun, and now draws towards a conclu- 
ſion. We may be allowed to doubt what 
will be the deciſion of the Deputies, eſ- 
pecially as Friar Laurent * knows per- 
fectly what a council of ſeveral members 
ſeems to promiſe. N 
A German, flattered with the bones of ; 
gaining a cauſe depending before the Tri- 
bunal of Milan, from the good will teſti- 
fied to him by each of the Judges in pri- 
vate, exclaimed bluntly on hearing ſen- 
tence given againſt him ſenatores hani vir, 
ſed ſenatus mala beſtia. The Senators are 
good men, but the Senate is a miſchiey- 
ous beaſt. Regulate yourſelf by this, and 
command me whatever you pleaſe. 


Convent of the HoLy ArosALEs, 
ioth of the Year 1759. 


* He ſpeaks here of himſelf, 
LET- | 
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LETTER CLXII. 


TO THE SAME. 


E I tire you I am till more tired my- 

ſelf. For Heaven's fake, my dear 
Abbe Ruggieri, do not let to-morrow 
paſs over your head without procuring the 
Order of the Propaganda, for the four 
hundred and fifty crowns, which are 
wanted. Remember, that word was ſent 
to Urbino, that the money was ready 
whenever payment was deſired. 

I would not wiſh to make a ſorry figure 
in the eyes of ſome people who have 
tongues a yard long, and lage ſharp 
teeth. 

I was not willing to receive the bill, 
which I expe&t before the expiration of 
the time; let me have it at leaſt the day 
after it falls due. 

I am, your friend and ſervant, 


F LAURENT. 
27th March, 1759, beginning of the Night. 


381 2 WW 
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LETTER CLXII. 


TO THF REV. FATHER Ds. 


I Whiſper in your ear that I have been 
juſt named Cardinal. Endeavour to 
flip into my cell without being ſeen. I 
have need of your preſence to conſole me; 
I have the greateſt antipathy to honours, 
and I have ſuffered the greateſt injury 
under the notion of the greateſt honour. _ 
Beſides that, I have no qualities anſwer- 
able to the eminent virtues of the men, 
whoſe brother lam now to be, and I ſhall 
die inſolvent on that article; I ſee my re- 
poſe take wing and fly from me with rapi- 
dity. Adieu, I ua you this morning 
at eleven. 

P. S. What + mforts me is, that the 
news of my promotion ſurprizes me as 
much as it will do Rome. Once more 
come and conſole me: your great Col- 
league, who in truth has nothing great 
about him, except his ſix feet of ſtature, 
will not fail to exclaim, That is impoſſible ! 


He 
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He will run with all ſpeed to *** in or- 
der to inform them of the news, but they 
are of thoſe curious perſons who are never 
informed of any thing. 


— 


LETTER CLXIV. 


TO THE REV. F. EDMONDE REIN PROFESSED | 
MONK OF THE ORDER OP CISTERTIANS AT 
EBRAC, AND PRESNT EECCELSIASTICAL COUN- 


 SELLOR OF FULDA, AND MAGISTRATE OF. 
EBRAC. | | 


MY .DEAREST SIR; 
Received in due courſe, and while T 


was in the country, the letter which 
you did me the favour of writing to me, 
the 12th of laſt September in which you 
ſo affectingly aſſure me of the continuance - 
of your friendſhip; I beg you will depend 
upon the ſincereſt return from me, and of 
the zeal with which I ſhould be happy to 
give you the moſt convincing proofs. 1 
am n exceedingly glad to find that you are 


H 5 going 
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going to give the lye to the old proverb, 

which ſays, pro toto mundo, Romam nom ibo 
ſecundo.* ſince the affair of * * ill 
very ſoon procure us the pleaſure of ſeeing 

you here. When that happens, my joy 

will be boundleſs, and I ſhall have an op- 

portunity of acknowledging all the ſervices 
which you have done me, As you have 
great intereſt in your Order, your preſence 
here will have the beſt effect. 

Tell me exactly when I may hope for the 
happineſs of embracing you? Aſſure N. N. 
of my moſt ſincere regard. I love to 

perſuade myſelf that the prince received 
any letter of thanks, which was written in 
May. Let the belief ſink into your mind 
and heart, that I may irrevocably, for the 
whole of my life, with the moſt ſincere 
and moſt tender friendſhip, your affecti- 
onate, &c, 


Rou E, 12th of Oftober, 1759. 


For all the money in the world, I would not 
return to Rome, 


LR 
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LETTER CLXV. 


TO THE SAME. 


DEAREST SIR, 
T is really a misfortune to me, who 
would wiſh to ſee you conſtantly here, 
to find you ſo cloſely attached to the in- 
tereſts of the Abbey d'Ebrac. Could not 
the buſineſs of your houſe be truſted to 
ſome other of your Monks? Alas! no: 
your talents, your genius, your integrity 
are fo well known there, that I am even 
f provoked at the merit which keeps you at 
ſuch a diſtance from us. Is it not even 
going to lead you to France, and deprive 
us of the happineſs of ſeeing you this year, 
as I hoped ? | 
I wiſh you the happieſt journey, and the: 
moſt flouriſhing health, and the greateſt 
ſucceſs; when a man labours for his Order, 
he labours for himſelf; a powerful motive 
which requires all your cares, and engages _. 
me to prove to you more than ever all the 


affection, with which I am moſt ſincerely, 
&c, 


L Ex. 
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LETTER CLXVI 
1 0 THE SAME. 


EH OLD I ſerve you according to 
your wiſhes : I ſend you permiſſion 
to read and keep ths prohibited books in 
as extenſive a, manner as you deſire. 
Cardinal Galli means to pleaſe your 
Order, by giving to all the Monks, who 
deſire it, leave to embrace a more auſtere 
rule; he alſo thinks of contributing to the 
improvement of the perſon in queſtion, by 
| procuring an opportunity for his leading 
a life of mortification, and reforming his 
pr thoughts, I repeat his own words. | 
If I can be of any other uſe to you, in 
whatever concerns the affairs of your Or- 
der, employ me without heſitation, as I 
am at all times, and with all my ſoul, 


Jour moſt affectionate ſervant, 
Ron, 14th of May, 1761. 
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* 


I. ET TE R CLXVII. 
TO THE SAME. 


HE three letters, which you did me 
the pleaſure of writing to me, during 
the courſe of the month of December laſt, 
all came to hand as you deſired, I delay- 
ed anſwering your two firſt, till I ſhould 
take meaſures to give you certalh news of 
& concerning whom you enquired ; 

and I was going to write to you when I 
received your third letter, filled with ex- 
preſſions of the greateſt friendſhip, and 
wiſhes for my preſervation, Receive not 
all my thanks, . but all thoſe I can write 
here ; theſe al be too many. Be 
firmly perſuaded that the friendſhipI have 
vowed to you knows no bounds, and that 
I ſhould eſteem myſelf the happieſt of 
mankind, could I give you proofs of it.— 
Come to Rome then, that I may have the 
ſatisfaction of embracing you, and re- 


1» = & peating 
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peating to you, again and again, with 
what ſincerity I am, to the grave inclu- 
ſively, your affectionate ſervant. 
Rowe, this 15th January, 1762. 


LETTER CLXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


MY DEAREST SIR. 

HE Letter which you did me the fa- 

vour to write to me the 28th laſt 
February, gave me a great deal of plea- 
ſure. I was very uneaſy at that time about 
the ſtate of your health, and I went ſo far 
as to ſuſpect that you had forgotten me, 
without being able to aſſign a reaſon for 
It; but at laſt I am happily undeceived. 
There is a ſaying of Seneca's which may 
be applied to your ſituation with great pro- 
priety: Cum celeritate temporis utendum, 
velocitate certandum eft * The uſe which 


When time preſſes, we muſt run with ſpeed. 
| you 


- 
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you have made of * the moments 
that you have ſeen *  * all declare 
your good ſenſe and abilities, and that 
nobody knows better than you how to do 
things in their proper ſeaſon. 

The concluſion of this letter ſhall be like 
the beginning, full of the conſideration 
and attachment, with which J am, &c. 

Rome, 14th March, 1763. 


EIA AL te — Scopes 
LETTER CLXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


DEAREST SIR, 
CCORDING to your defire, I fend 
the moſt ample permiſſion for the 
two Friars you mention to read the pro- 
hibited works. I have taken no ſtep to 
procure it for brother Arnold Fahkner, 
becauſe it is not uſually granted to thoſe 
who are not employed where it is requi- 
fite, or have not an atteſtation from the 
Ordinary. 
I return you a thouſand thanks for the 
indications you give me, I entreat you to 
; |; CON- 
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continue that favour, and direct to me to 
the care of the Abbe Scioderon. 

Rome, zd March, 1764, 


de ereekencne bergen. x — 2 5 
LETTER CLEXX. 


. TO THE SAME. 


" JAVING had ſome buſineſs of impor- 
tance with his Holineſs, he very. 
warmly enquired after you; and when I in- 
formed him of your inrention of being in 
Rome in the month of September, if the 
Reverend Father Abbe would give you 
leave, he ſmiling replied, We know that. 

Ils Will be very attentive to get informati- 
on of the arri val of the dear Baron, that I 
may give him every poſſible proof my eſ- 

teem. As to the Canonry of X*** ['re- 

fer you to the letters which I have already 

written to you upon that ſubject , ſo that 
what you owe to me in point of friendſhip, 
you 
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you will repay to my heart, which repeats 
to you with the greateſt pleaſure, &c. 
. Rowe, 4th May, 1764. 


LETTER CLXXI. 


TO THE SAME. 


HE wiſhes you formed in my favour 
on the renewal of the year, call forth 
the juſteſt gratitude and moſt lively ſenſi- 
bility. It is impoſſible that they can be 
more ardent or extenſiye than the vows I 
addreſs to Heaven for every thing that 
can be profitable to you in this world and 
that to come. U entreat you to revive me 
in the precious memory of your amiable 
Canons. It is impoſſible for me to expreſs 
with how much friendſhip I ſhall always 


be your affectionate ſervant. 
Ro ME, this 18th Feb. 1765. 


LETTER 


1 
* 
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LETTER CXLIIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


OUR laſt letter has fo rejoiced and 
1 comforted me, that I was quite de- 
lighted with receiving ſuch valuable proofs 
of your friendſhip, which were the more 
flattering to me, as. I deſerved them the 
leſs, and I communicated my ſatisfaction 
to ſeveral of our friends. | 

Though I delayed to anſwer you, Ihave 
never loſt fight of that attachment which 
has united us for a number of years, and 
nothing but buſineſs and the duties of my 
office has prevented me from giving you 
conſtant aſſurances ; for neither time nor 
diſtance can in the ſmalleſt degree alter 
the ſentiments which I owe to you. 

T likewiſe remember you at the altar in 
the preſence of Him who ought to be the 
origin and the bond of all true friendſhips; 
ſo that if you are diſtant from my ſight, 
you are by no means abſent from my heart. 


It 


„ 
£ 
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It will be a fincere joy ſo my ſoul when I 

have the pleaſure of ſeeing you, hearing 
you, and embracing you. * 


Who knows *  * * non eſt abbreviata 
manus Domini; the arm of the Lord is not 


ſhortened. | 
Iam rejoiced to hear that you are pleaſed 
with your new dignity at Ebrac, but for 
my own ſatisfaction I wiſh to know what 
are its duties and privileges. 
I received your letter which came by the 
way of Naples. Adieu, my dear Edmund; 
preſerve me in your remembrance, love 
me as I love you, and never ceaſe to re- 
commend me in your prayers and holy 
facrifices to God. It is the beſt and ſureſt 
way to prove the ſincerity of your friend- 
ſhip, and to excite in me that gratitude 
and affection with which I am, &. 
Rowe, 11th Oftober, 1765. ; 
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LFTTER CLXXIL | 
TO THE SAME. 


Have juſt now received your valuable 
letter of the 29th current, and preſume 
that you have at this inſtant in your hands, 
one from the Cardinal Secretary of State, 
to whom I gave notice of your departure 
for Rome, notwithſtanding the approach- 
ing rigours of winter. If our dear friend 
the Abbe Balbey, to whom I ſend my af- 
fectionate compliments be not confined to 
his Church by his duty as Canon, you 
could do nothing better than to take him 
for the companion of your journey. It 
would then give us pleaſure to repeat all 
with one voice the old Proverb, that though 
mountains never meet, men may. | 
I make it before hand a real pleaſure and 
true happineſs to embrace you a third time 
at Rome. Your journey cannot fail of 
being attended with the utmoſt ſucceſs if 
my prayers are heard. | 
. The 
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, The Holy Father is at preſent at his 
country-houſe of Caſtlegandolfo: and this 
ſeaſon ſtops the courſe of our different 
affairs, but the caſe is not thus with my 
friendſhip for you, which nothing can in- 
terrupt; and equals the eſteem with which 
I am, from my whole ſoul, your affecti- 
onate ſervant, 
Rome, 14th Oftober, 1766 


ee a I I I IOOOE 3s al Cat 
LETTER CLXXIV. 


TO THE REV. Fp. , AT MILAN. 


REVEREND FATHER, 
Believe that I have done away all the 
prejudices which Cardinal ** * had 

againſt you. One thing certain is, that I 
pleaded your cauſe with more zeal than if 
it had been my own, He will write into 
Spain in your favour, and I have no doubt 
but the Spaniards, whoſe magnanimity is 
equal to their juſtice, will grant you what- 
ever you have a right to demand. You 
| ſhould 
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ſhould be very careful in chooſing a proper 
time to make your application, for it fre- 
quently happens, that'we are refuſed only 
becauſe we have not waited the favourable 


moment. | 
The time that you muſt ſtay at Milan 


will procurean opportunity for your ſeeing 
very fine things, which pleaſed me much 
at the time Ilived there. It is a city where 
the inhabitants live free and chearful, be- 
cauſe they live under the government of a 
Sovereign, who is inceſſantly employed for 
the good of his ſubjects, and who does not 
think himſelf happy but in proportion as 
they are contented. 

I adviſe you to wait upon his miniſter, 
Count Firmian, who by his knowledge and 
virtue, does honour at the ſame time to Re- 
ligion, Learning, and Humanity. 

Tell our good Father the Barnabite from 
me, that he ſhall have leave to come im- 
mediately to Rome, and that I ſhall be 
very glad to ſee him, provided (but that 
is between ourſelves) that he is more laco- 
nic in his converſation than he is in his 


Letters, 2 
He 
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Letters. He thinks that he is obliged to 
pay me compliments till he is out of breath; 
to me too who have no claim to compli- 
ments, and who never deſire that any 
ſhould be made to me. 

You ſurely will not negle& to go and 
ſee the Church where St. Auguſtine received 
the ſeal of Chriſtianity. Itis a place where 
I frequently poured forth my ſoul, in pray- 
ing to God, that he would beſtow upon me 
a ſmall ſpark of that Heavenly fire which 
conſumed that great Teacher, and which 
made him ſo zealous for the intereſts of the 
grace of Jeſus Chriſt. 

The perſon you mentioned to me is cer- 
tainly very learned, but ſhe doesnot come 
near to our friend, whom I look upon 
without prejudice as a prodigy of know- 
ledge in Mathematics and Aſtronomy; 
and what is moſt excellent, he leaves it to 
others to ſay ſo, and is by no means ſenſi- 
ble of his own merit. | 

I endeavour to repair the breaches which 
you have made in my Library, without 
being able to make any in that friendſhip 

which 
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which I have vowed te you for my life, 
and with which I am with all my heart, 
Your moſt affectionate, &c. 


Rome, Convent of the HoLy ArOSTLES, 
27th April, 1768. 


LETTER CLXXV, 


TO THE SAME. 


REVEREND FATHER, 
Told you that Cardinal *** was cured 


4A of his prejudices. He has a great ſoul, 
and is therefore far above liſtening to the 
calumnies of informers.—The caſe is not 
the ſame with ****, that man's under- 
ſtanding is as narrow as his heart, and he 
fritters away the greateſt objects, that he 
may ſee them in little. Religion, that maſ- 
ter- piece, ſo vaſt and fo ſublime, is by him 
converted into a heap of all the minutie 
.preſcribed by the Goſpel. 


"You. 


GY IG FP 
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Your journey into Spain ought to coti- 
ſole you for quitting the Italians. They 
have a great reſemblance, as is remarked in 
their mann rs, their imagination, and writ- 
ings. I have made this obſervation in our 
general Chapters, where our Deputies from 
Spain have always amazed me by the 
depth and elevation of their powers. " Put 
a pen, a pencil, a compaſs, into the hand of a 
Spantard, ſaid Cardinal Portocarrero, who 
honoured me with his favour, and 7 anſwer 


His head will ferve him well when it 1s time 


to execute. 


Appoint me your agent for all your af- 
fairs and commiſſions ; I accept that em- 
ployment, but on condition that I be 
comprehended in your prayers, and that 
you remember before the Lord the poor 
Ganganelli, who f6 ſincerely loves you. 
Endeavour to revive learning among your 
brethren : inſpite them with horror againſt 
ambition, by filling them with emulation. 

I love to ſee my Order flouriſh in learn- 


ing and virtue, as to it I owe every thing, 


and never can forget it. I have ſeen ſome 
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of its members; before whom I am con- 

founded and humbled, and who bore with 
me in the kindeſt manner, at a time when 
I laboured under the greateſt imperfecti- 
ons, I bear their images in my heart, from 
which nothing ever can obliterate them. 

Aſſure all thoſe who, yet remember me, 
that except my hat, I am exactly what I 
was, {till equally plain, equally chearful. 
I I ſhall take care of the execution of the 

.commiſſion you received to F. Pacciandi, 
(a Theatin) with whoſe merit I have long 
been acquainted. He poſſeſſes in com- 
mon with many of his brethren, a fund of 
learning equally uſeful and agreeable; and 
which has gained him the eſteem of ſeve- 
eral Sovereigns. 

1 ſhall remember yqu to R. F. Jacquier, 
who at once does honour to the Order of 
Minims, to France, and to Italy, as I do | 
honour to myſelf when I aſſure you of all 


the eſteem FH which I am, 
ice Your affectionate, Kc. 


Coavent of the Hold Worried 


-- 3iſt May, 1768. | 
L ET. 
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LETTER CLXXVI. 


TO THE SUPERIOR OP : COMMUNITY AT PA- 

R 

REVEREND PATHER, 
OU could not have addreſſed your- 
ſelf to a man who is more ſincerely 
a friend to religious Orders than I am, but 
I imagine that the commiſſion which you 
ſeem to dread, and which you fo earneſtly 
complain of, is only intended to reform 
abuſes, which you yourſelf certainly la- 


ment, and which are inſeparable from hu- 
man nature. 


The moſt ſacred Societies, like "4h 
ſprings of machines the moſt ſkilfully con- 
trived, relax imperceptibly. It is inſe- 
parable from humanity ; which ought to 
fill us with the juſteſt ideas of our own 
weakneſs, and the LO” ideas of the 
Divinity. 

It would be of very bad conſequence to 
overturn the fundamental laws of the Re- 
ligious Orders, quod Deus avertat “ Let 


* Which God forbid. 
12 Malice 
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Malice ſay what it will, they are a rampart 
to oppoſe the torrent of vice and errors, but 
you muſt truſt in him who ſupports the 
edifices erected upon Charity, and in the 
auguſt houſe of Bourbon always the pro- 
tectors of the faithful, and by ſo many ti- 
tles deſerving thoſe of the mo/? Chriſtian 
Majeſty, and moſt Catholic Majefty. We 
cannot read the Hiſtory of the Church 
without admiring that ſteady zeal which 
has always been active in the cauſe of 
Religion. 

I am not at all ſurpriſed at the open pro- 
tection given you by the Archbiſhop of 
Paris. He is ſenſible of the good you do 
in his dioceſe, and it is worthy of his emi- 
nent piety. I hope you will deſerve his 
goodneſs more and more, by never ceaſ- 
ing to inſtruct and edify, and reforming in 
yourſelves whatever can expoſe you to the 
reproaches of thoſe who are ill diſpoſed. 
The Holy Father, whoſe zeal is well known 
to the whole Church, watches over your 
intereſts, and he told me in the laſt con- 


verſation 1 had with him about your af- 
| fairs, 
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fairs, that he would be your protector with 
theſe Princes, in cafe they purpoſe to diſ- 
ſolve the different inſtitutions. Beſides, 
I cannot perſuade myſelf that the Biſhops 
who employ you and know your merits, 
would endeavour, for the ſake of your ſa- 
laries, to oppreſs and humble you. If I 
do not write to thoſe Biſhops. whom you 
mention, it is becauſe their known regard 
for Religion 1s aſecurity with me that they 
will not iqyurs the religious Orders: if they 
had room to complain of: you I am con- 
vinced that you would employ every effort 
to regain their good will, that they might 
once more receive you into favour. 

I pray the Lord, that matters may be 
ſettled, and that the Clergy of France, 
both regular and ſecular, who ha ve always 
been celebrated for their zeal, may unite 
in their labours to edify the Faithful and 
confound Unbelievers. Good example 
is the beſt argument which can be offered 
againſt thoſe who attack Religion. 

I beg you will be perſuaded, that Iam, 


with all ſincerity of heart, and the greateſt 
13 | deſire 
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deſire of ſeeing you in peace and happi- 
neſs, my Revetend Father, your affec- 


tionate ſervant, | . 


7 
F. LAURENT CARD, GANGANELLL. 


alan the 20th of the year 9. 


00 0e 00s 


LETTER cLXXVII. 


E THE REVEREND. 7,000, 


NCE it is into my heart you defire to 
pour your griefs, I will tell you, with 
the greateſt cordiality, my dear friend and 
brother, that it depends only on yourſelf to 
leſſen them. Perhaps your Father Guar- 
dian has infuſed a little bitterneſs into the 
admonitions he has given you; but not- 
withſtanding he may be in the right. 
When a man has the rule on his fide, he 
is very ſtrong, and you cannot miſtake 

it in the reproaches he has made to you. 
Vou did not make a vow to be a Muſi- 
clan, but to be a Friar; and though MI 
2 
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be, in itſelf, a very innocent amuſement, 
and expreſſes to us that perfect harmony, 
which reigns upon earth and in Heaven, 
it becomes hurtful when it takes up» the- 
time deſtined for reading and prayer. 

I could, with a very ill grace, exclaim 
againſt Muſic, having formerly applied 
myſelf to touch the organ, in-which I had- 
the more pleaſure, as that admirable _ in- 
ſtrument is conſecrated to the praiſes of the 
Lord, and never employed in profane con- 
certs ; but I ſubmitted to the rule and to» 
reaſon. | 

I conjure you then, my dear friend, to- 
beſtow upon Muſic only the time allotted 
to recreation, and not to have your ſoul 
continually at your fingers ends: I ſhall: 
| vrite to your Father Guardian to reſtore 
you his frieadſhip, when I receive a letter- 
from you, aſſuring me that you will be a 
Muſician only at intervals, and with mo- 
deration. 

Piety calls you, the Sciences invite you 
to ſomething greater; and my heart, in 
which you live as much as in yourſelf, , 
engages you to follow my advice. 
14 Come, 
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Come, my dear friend, let us take cou- 
rage. Silence, concord, obedience, form 
the beſt harmony that a Chriſtian, eſpeci- 
ally a Monk, can deſire. I tenderly em- 
brace you, Gtey that I have it not in my 
power to whiſper you how near an intereſt 
I take-in every thing that concerns you, 
and how much I am your affectionate ſer- 
vant. 


Convent of the Hory ArosTLEs, 
This gth April, 1744 


LETTER CLXXVII. 


TO THE REV. FATHER 8%, 


REVEREND FATHER, 

HIS very day when I am going to 
ſet out from Albano, and you are 
about to leave Rome, I am ſo ſincerely 
attached to you, that I muſt repeat my 

ſentiments of eſteem and reſpect. 
Going this morning to the Church of the 
Reverend Fathers of Reformiſts in a tra- 
velling 
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yelling dreſs, without any intention of be- 
ing ſeen, his Holineſs obſerved me, and 
calling me to him, he condeſcended to hold 
a long half-hour's conyerſation with me 
in the veſtry. The ſubject of our diſ- 
courſe turned ſolely upon our Reverend 
Father General (Father John-Baptiſte Coſ- 
tanzo) for. whom I have obtained the fa- 
your which he deſired. You cannot con- 
ceive the effuſions of heart, with which the 
Pope declared his eſteem. and attachment 
to that worthy and moſt reſpectable Friar. 

I take the firſt moment to acquaint him 

of this, for his own ſatisfaction, and to con- 
firm us more and more in the opinion, 
that our ſuffrages, and the ſuffrages of 
our friends, could not have been dedi- 
cated to a more deſerving ſubject. 

May Heaven grant that your journey 
may be fortunate, and that it may not 
make you forget, that I ſhall remain to 
my lateſt breath as I always have been 
filled with reſpect for your commands and 
attachment to your perſon, &c. 

Albano, 15th June, 1753. 

I 5. LE T- = 
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LETTER CLXXIX. 


TO THE SAME; 


- REVEREND FATHER, | Fs 
T HAVE, in ſome meaſure, conformed 
to your deſires, relative to the R. F. 

' Mr. Coftanzo, touching, the affair in agita- 
tion, and I have ſpoken to the Count de 
Riviera's Secretary, that he may be fully 
informed of the Reverend Father's emi- 
nent virtues, in order afterwards to ſet 
him in a proper light to his Majeſty, I 
ſhall ſtop here, eſpecially as it is only ow- 
ing to your ſolicitation. that I have acted in 
this affair, being willing to ſhew you that 

Fam far from throwing any obſtacle in the 
way of the R. F. Coſtanzo's promotion, 
in caſe God calls him to the government 
of any Church. 

Vet I could not with pleaſure fee that 
venerable Monk quit the Order, nor even 
the towmof Aſſiſe, where he lives content- 


ed, and enjoys the eſteem of all who are 
bleſt with his 2 


My. 


wy 
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My way of thinking is exactly conform- 
able to his own; for I know certainly, 
that, far from being ambitious of any dig- 
-nity, he would willingly make a vow not 
to accept any. 

You may judge by the ſecret I now re- 
veal to you, of my real attachment to that 
worthy. Monk, and how ſincerely I am. in- 
clined to oblige you in whatever ſhall de- 
pend upon me, , and prove to you all the. 
tenderneſs with which I am ſincerely your 
affectionate 


CARDINAL GANGANELLI, 
Rome, this 2oth March, 1761. 
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10 I CHEVALIER 2 ©, 
a1... VE tint; 
| Sand as ſincerely ecvel at the mie 


tunes you lament, as yourſelf; - you 
will find the true means of forgetting them 
| in 
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in having recourſe to Religion. Whatever 
the enemies of Rehigion may fay, they 
will never be able to deprive her of the 
invaluable power of quelling vexations, 
inſpiring hopes, and reſtoring peace and 
tranquillity to the human mind. 

The conduct of your brother- in- law is 
moſt lamentable, but you muſt forgive 
him becauſe you are a Chriſtian. I am in 
hopes that you will be able to reſtore him 
to himſelf, by loading him with kindneſs; 
Charitas omnia ſuffert . . ... non irritatur * 

I beg you will once more repeat my moſt 
ample thanks to your dear couſin, for the 
excellent ſnuff with which he indulged 
me. He has taken me by the noſe, af- 
ter having hold of my heart, fo that I am 
entirely his. I cannot help wondering 
to ſee a man of his fortune, and at his 
time of life able to live the life of a Car- 
thuſian, in the midſt of a noiſy —_ and 
tumultuous city. 


2 Charity endures - we n, and i is not pro- 


7 You 
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You was certainly wrong in not ſpeak- 
ing in time to the Abbe de Veri ¶ Auditor 
of Rota) about that piece of buſineſs, 
We had three very powerful friends with 
him, who certainly would have ſerved you 
much to the purpoſe ; his good ſenſe, his 
integrity, and his zeal to oblige; as you 
have three titles in me to make me ever 
devoted to you, Eſteem, Gratitude, and 
Friendſhip, with which I am, with my 


whole heart, 
THE CARDINAL GANGANELLI. 


Rome, 5th July, 1768. 


LETTER CLXXXI. 


s TO M!. 


1 * 
OBODY | is more read y than I to ex- 
cuſe the faults of his neighbours; _ 
but in my opinion an eagerneſs to hear 
confeſſions is a very great one, The man 
148 2 en l who 


l * 
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who knows how awful are the functions 
of the 'miniſtry, will never ſeek to intrude 
into them. F *** may be as good a. 
Monk as you pleaſe, but he is too fond of 
directing conſciences, not to be aCtuated. 
by ſome human motive. A worthy prieſt 
takes upon him with trembling the care of 
guiding ſouls. By this characteriſtic, are 
the true Miniſters of. the. Goſpel. diſtin- 
guiſhed. | 

T have yet read only a third of the book. 
you tranſmitted. I could wiſh that the au- 
thor had diſtinguiſhed Philoſophy from the.- 
abuſes by which it has been Aisfigured. 

As it is the love of wiſdom, it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily do honour to reaſon and huma- 
nity ; and we would have perceived it more 
than ever in the preſent age, which really: 
abounds in light and diſcoveries, had it not 
been unhappily abuſed. Thus, it is not 
Philoſophy herſelf, but the abuſe. of Phi- 
loſophy, which ought to be attacked, 
'Lhe real Philoſopher adores God, honours. 
the. worſhip which he has preſcribed, and 
acknowledges, with a celebrated writer of 

our 
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our own times, that the Goſpel is the no- 
zie Gift God has beſtowed upon mankind. 

Without Philoſophy, I mean without 
that (cience which combines, analyzes and 
reaſons, there are neither principles nor 
concluſions, good works, nor good legiſ- 
lation. The Pagans were not guilty be- 
cauſe they were Philoſophers, but, as St. 
Paul tells us, becauſe having known God; 
' they honoured him not as God. 
Philoſophy is the baſis of true Religion, 
Faith being ſupported by Reaſon. Thus, 
am fully perſuaded that the name of Phi- 
loſophers, unleſs in deriſion, is very im- 
properly applied to thoſe who dare to at- 
tack Chriſtianity, that is the divine light 
which renders man what he ought to be; 
and without which we are only an abyſs 
of pride and: wickedneſs. 

Phe picture of the annunciation cannot 
be finiſhed before the end-of three months, 
but what I have ſeen of it, it will be wor- 


thy of your expectation, and of the artiſt 
who-paints it. 


mai. | 


* FIN a 
* 4 
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| I reckon upon ſeeing our Holy Father 
on Thurſday, and he ſhall know what you 
deſire him to be informed of. Iwiſh you 

a happy feſtival, and aſſure you that it is 
one to me, when I can tell you with what 

| eſteem and attachment I am, &c. 
3H Rome, 19th of December, 1757: 


LETTER CLXXXI.L 


WRITTEN, DURING HIS ILLNESS TO. A'FRIAR- 
WHO WAS ONE or HIS FRIENDS. 


Am truly very. ill, but what comforts 
4 me is, that it is not of my own ſeeking, 
for I always thought that every man 
ſhould be careſul of his health. 
Ignorant devotion will not agree in this 
truth; however there is no doubt, that᷑ by 
deſtroying the ſprings of life, we put it out 
of our power to diſcharge the duties; that 
is to ſay, not to be able to go to Maſs when . 
we ought to go, not to obſerve the abſti- 
nence 


* 


** 
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nente ordained by the Church, by having 
made- ſupererogatory faſts to follow an 
indiſcreet zeal. "1B | 

Sickneſs, when it is not an effect pro- 
duced by ſome exceſs, but is ſent directly 
from God, is the moſt proper penitence 
to expiate our ſins and errors. It ſcatters 
a wholeſome bitterneſs over the pleaſures 
of this life; it ſhades the objects which 
ſeem to dazzle us; it inſenſibly detaches 
us from whatever is mortal, and makes us 
quite familiar with death. 

F have never been fo ſenſible of my 
own inſignificance, as ſince the beginning 
of my illneſs; I have ſeen that my body 
is only an edifice which tumbles to pieces 
when leaſt expected. Sometimes my diſ- 
order is accute, and ſometimes it ſeems to 
ſleep, but it is only to wake with double 
violence. 

Man, from the moment of his birth, be- 
comes expoſed to all kinds of infirmities 
and accidents, and may look upon every 
thing around him as the immediate caufe 
of his ruin. The foul ſhould recover what 

the 


— 
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the appetites loſe. When the body be- 
comes weak, the ſoul ſhould ſeem to leave 
it to be united more cloſely with God, 
which is the only means of riſing ſuperior 
to pains and ſufferings, for all poſſible 
happineſs is to be found in God. 

The ſevereſt diſorder is but flight to a 
Chriſtian Philoſopher, who employs him 
ſelf only in Heavenly matters. If the Stoics 
ſuffered with conſtancy, who had no mo- 
tive to influence them but ridiculous va- 
nity, what a reproach for Chriſtians, who 
who ſhould be always upon Mount Calva- 
ry with their Chief, to fink under the vi- 
olence of diſtempers of the body. But alas!. 
it is eaſy to preach fine precepts, and we 
are frequently only intrepid in ſpeculation. 
' I fay this only with regard to myſelf, who, 
after having mentioned thoſe things 
which are the moſt capable of ſupporting 
me, attend much more than I ought to- 
my ſufferings, However the more they 
are ſevere, the more ought I to look to- 
wards Heaven—the only place where- 


there is neither pain or ſorrow. 2 
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It will give me pleaſure to fee you as 

ſoon as you can. I wiſh that my deſires 

were wings to tranſport you hither, you 

would: be here this moment. I have ſome- 

thing to ſay to you, relative to my ſitua- 
tion, which cannot be written. Adieu. 


LETTER CLXXXII. 
TO THE SAME. 


OUR correſpondent is now reducedto 
a perfect ſkeleton, and employing 


his emaciated fingers in writing to you. 
Had I viewed only the glory of this world, 


I would have ſaid to Death, when he pre- 
ſented to me the cup of bitterneſs, let that 
cup paſs from me, wran/eat a me iſte calix. 
But happily my thoughts were entirely 
taken up with Heaven, and I exclaimed 
to myſelf, how brilliant and how pleaſing 
is this cup, quam præclarus eff ! 

| It 
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It is certain that in the eyes of faith 
there is no greater bleſſing than to unite 
ourſclyes to Death, before he ſtrikes the 
laſt blow. Since I feel him within me, 
and draw him in with my breath, he ſeems. 
diſarmed of his terrors, and while my; 
days diminiſh, they become more. valua- | 
ble, by bringing me nearer to eternity. 

Here the violence of my pains obliges 
me to lay down my pen, -I know not 
when, if ever I ſhall reſume it. 

A moment's eaſe, after ſeyen days and 
nights of continual torment, puts the pen 
again into my hand. One thing comforts 
me, that by a peculiar favour of Heaven, 

my mind acquires ſtrength, as my body, 
decays, and there is only one thing that. 
gives me real affliction—l have not done 
all the good I ought to have done, for- 
which reaſon I earneſtly intreat you to, 
pray to God, that he would pardon me, 
and deign to accept my ſmall remains of 
life, as an expiation for my ſins. 
Had I any intervals of tranquility, for I 


am not always maſter of my faculties, I 
would: 
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would write to all the Faithful as their Fa- 
ther and pꝓaſtor, recommending to them 
before my death, peace and charity the 
diſtinguiſhing mark of Chriſtians. 
There is another duty too which I would 
gladly fulfil to the religious Order Which 
tolerated me in her boſom for the ſpace of 
thirty-ſix years; I would willingly return 
her thanks, by a public act, for the charity 
with which ſhe bore with my imperfecti- 
ons. 

I die as I lived with gratitude to all who 
have done me ſervice, and always your 
friend. Forget me in the ſight of men, be- 
fore whom I ſhall ſoon be only a portion of 
duſt, but remember me before God in 
whom I have reſted all my hope, that I 
may not be covered with confuſion in 
eternity. 

It has been. his will to ſhew me, in a 
dreadful manner, the nothingneſs of gran- 
deur, ever while I was ſurrounded withit, 
by mixing for me a cup of gall and 
wormwood.—PBlefſed be his name; no- 
thing can be a greater happineſs to the 

Vicar 

? 
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Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt than to die on Mount 
Calvary, like that divine Saviour. 

If I have not the conſolation: of ſeeing 
you, I ſhall expect you in eternity, where 
I hope we ſhall enjoy the invaluable bleſ- 
ſing of meeting again in God, who will 
then be our univerſe, our element, an 
our life. 4 ti 


This 26th of Auguſt, 1774. 


. 
— 
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LETTER CLXXXIV. 


TO ' THE REV. r. PISCHAULT, GENERAL OF 
THE REGULAR CANONS OF THE ORDER or 
THE HOLY TRINITY, (CALLED MATHURINS. ) 


- DEAR SON, | 
FF is with much pleaſure that we have 
received the letter in which you con- 
gratulate us upon our elevation, notwith- 
ſtanding our weakneſs and our unworthi- 
neſs. You have teſtified to us that joy, 
of which you were ſenſible, although we 
we were perſuaded of it before-hand from 
the 
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the old attachment we have had to you 
and all your Order. Our ſatisfaction is 
the greater, that you give us the moſt 
pleaſing teſtimony of your truly filial con- 
| Kdence, and of all the Friats of the Order 
of whom you are the Chief. 

We beg you will not doubt of our ful- 
filling your expectations, and having con- 
ſtantly at heart the ſincereſt deſire to pro- 
mote your intereſt and ad vantage. Our 
dear Son, your Attorney General, will tell 
you farther. In the mean time, you may 
de perſuaded, that we Thall always be rea- 
dy to ſtep forward in whatever concerns 
you, ſo that you ſhall have no room to 
complain of our inactivity or indifference, 
when chere is an opportunity of obliging 

you.” 214 

We beg in return the aſſiſtance of your 
prayers to God, that he may grant us his 
grace, and that we may be enabled to ſup- 
port the heavy burden which has been 


laid upon us with courage. 


- 
.* o 
| It 
; . 
7 
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It is with an overflowing heart that we 


give you and all of your Order, our Apoſ- 
tolical Benediction. 


Given at Rome the 19th July, 1769, 
and the firſt of our Pontificate, 


. ———————̃ ñ—j— — ——— — 


LETTER CLXXXV. 


TO MR. BARON, SECRETARY TO THE ACADEMY 
OF AMIENS, WHO HAD SENT HIS HOLINESS 
THE ANAGRAM OP HIS NAME. 


DEAR SON. 
E have received at the ſame time 


the proofs of your filial affection, 
which aſſures us of the joy you felt at our 
exaltation, and the ingenious anagram of 
our name, which has given us a ſenſible 
pleaſure. 

In teſtimony of our gratitude and pater- 
nal affection, receive our Apoſtolical Be- 
nediction as the pledge of all the happineſs 
we wiſh you. 


Roms, gth Aug. 1769, and the firſt Year 
of our Pontificate. 


Vo“. III. K LE T- 
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LETTER CLXXXVI. 


ro THE ABBESS AND NUNS OF THE MONASTE.- 
RY OF sr. CLAIRE DE MOULINS, IN THE DIO- 
CESE or Aurum. 


DEAR DAUGHTERS, 

JIVE have learnt with gratitude, that 

notwithſtanding our incapacity, 
our elevation to the Sovereign Pontificate 
has been matter of the greateſt ſatisfaction 
to you, and the rather that our Order has 

thereby attained a new luſtre. In conſe- 
quence of which we are inclined, in ſpite 
of the important buſineſs with which we 
are beſet, to give you by this letter no 
equivocal proof of our good will, in the 
hopes that 1t will excite your charity, and 
engage you frequently to recommend us 
in Four prayers to God. The piety of 
your lives gives us an aſſurance of the ſuc- 
ceſs of your prayers in the ſight of the 
Lord who hath diſtributed to you his riches 
moſt abundantly. | 


0 
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As we are informed that you have the 
Canonization of our dear Daughter in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the bleſſed Colette, Reforma- 
trix of your Order, and the Beatification 
of the venerable Agnes, greatly at heart, 
we will endeavour to ſecond your wiſhes, 
without deviating from the rules in ſuch 
caſes preſcribed. - 

In the mean time we give you in the 
fullneſs of our heart our Apoſtolical Bene- 
diction. | 

Given at Ro , St. Mary Major, the 75th March, 

1770, and the firſt Year of our Pontificate. 


I Ae A A A Ae A ee ee ee Co ooo Se SISA 


LETTER CLXXXVI. 


TO THE REV. FATHER CHASTENFT, DE PUISEGUR, 


GENERAL OF THE ORDER OF THE CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINE. 


DEAR SON, 
UR paternal affeQtion for you and 
your congregation, prompts us to 


| take every part poſlible in your being a 
K 2 ſecond 


196 OTHER LETTERS IN 


ſecond time elected. In acknowledge- 
ment of your duty, and attachment to us 
and the Apoſtolic See, we aſſure you, that 
we ſhall always intereſt ourfelves in the 
higheſt degree in whatever concerns you. 
You have a ſure pledge of what we now. 
ſay to you, in the perſon of our dear ſon 
Valentin, a prieſt of your congregation, of 
whoſe merit we are fully ſenſible, and with 
whoſe converſation we are ſingularly de- 
lighted. He has long given proofs of his 
great zeal for you and your congregation. 
We ſhall therefore let him know in the 
courſe of the buſineſs he is to be employed 
in, how much we have your advantage 
at heart, and how great a regard we en- 
tertain both for you and for him. The 
cauſe of the venerable ſervant of God, 
Cæſar de Bus, your founder, which he is 
to manage conformably to a decree of 
your general Chapter, will afford us the 
happy opportunity of granting him the 
marks of a good will, finilar to that with 
which he was honoured by our wiſe pre-. 
deceſſor Benedict XIV. of bleſſed memo- 


ry, eſpecially as we moſt ardently deſire 
1 


4 
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to ſecond your enterprizes, which tend on- 
ly to the honour of your congregation, to 
give new ſplendor to di vine worſhip, and 
to have in the midſt of you, a-model of 
the virtues you may imitate. To aſſure 
you of our entire inclination to oblige 
you, we grant you, dear ſon, with all poſ- 


ible tenderneſs, our Apoſtolical Benedic- 
tion. 


Given at Caſtelgandolfo, in the Dioce ſe of Alba- 
no, under the Fiſherman's ring, 10th OR, 1770, 
and the ſecond year of our Pontificate. 


LET TER CLXXXVIII. 


TO THE REV. F. JOHN BAPTISTE MARTINI, OP THE 
ORDER OF THE BROTHER MINORS CONVENTUALS 


OF ST. FRANCIS. 
DEAR SON, 
E have juſt received, and with a 
great deal of pleaſure, immediate- 
ly after the firſt volume which you ſent us, 
the ſecond which has the Hiſtory of Muſic 
for its ſubzect. It recalls to our mind the 


TT friend- 
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friendſhip which formerly ſubfiſted be- 
tween us, as well as that probity, can- 
dour, and conſtancy with which you obey 
the rules of the Cloiſter; virtue, all of 
which you poſſeſs in an eminent degree. 
But ſince you join to theſe ſubjects of 
encomium ſuch a profound knowledge of - 
Muſic, you may believe that what we think 
moſt flattering in your preſent, is, that this 


new production will diſplay the acuteneſs 
of your judgment, the extent of your 
learning and genius in that department, 
and will put it frequently in our power, 
to praiſe in your perſon a man hom we 
ſincerely love. 

We wiſh to ſee ſo perfect and excellent a 
work very ſoon compleated, which will be 
a ſubje& of new honour to you, and a 
means for the reſt of mankind to ſearch 
into the origin and progreſs of that charm- 
ing art which the Church has ſolemnly 
dedicated to the celebrationof divine myſ- 
teries. | 

In a word, we wiſh you to know, that 
our former good-will towards you is always 


the ſame as you have frequently experienced 
in 


roku OP BRIEFS. 199 


in times paſt, and that we will let no op- 
portunity ſlip of proving it to you by ma- 
ny and evident inſtances.— We will en- 
deayour to convince you more and more 
of our paternal love, which is,always en- 
tirely devoted to you, and to give you a 
certain pledge of it, we grant you, with 
effuſion of heart, our Apoſtolical Bene- 
diction. 

Given at Rowe, St. Mary Major, under the Fiſh- 


erman's Ring, the 12th Jan. 1771, and the ſe- 
cond Year of our. Pontificate. 


— 


ETP 


LETTER CLXXXIX. 


TO M. DE HAVERN, KNIGHT-COUNSELLOR OF THE 


SUPREME COUNCIL OF WAR, GENTLEMAN OF 
THE IMPERIAL COURT. 


DEAR SON, 

E received with the greateſt plea- 
ſure, the medal you cauſed to be 

ſtruck on the Marriage of our moſt dear 

Son in Jeſus Chriſt, Prince Ferdinand Arch- 

K 4 duke 
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duke of Auſtria, containing the portraits 
of his auguſt family, This preſent at the 
ſame time, was a proof of your venera- 
tion for the Houſe of Auftria, and of your 
zeal and. regard for us. For while you 
tranſmitted to us what muſt be a moſt 
pleaſing object, conſidering the paternal 
love we bear to him, you have accompa- 
nied the gift with ſentiments expreſſive 
of the higheſt attachment to us and the 
Holy See ;—ſentiments which we anſwer 
with the paternal tenderneſs you ſo ardent- 
ly deſire; in proof of which, we affe cti- 
onately grant you our Apoſtolical Benedic- 
tion. | 


Given at St. Mary Major, under the Fiſherman's 
Ring, 2oth Nov. 1771, and the third year of 
our Pontificate. 
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LETTER CXC. 


TO M. MOLINE, ADVOCATE AT PARIS, 


DEAR SON, 
HE account of an univerſal Gallery, 


and our Portrait printed in Colours 
which you ſent to us, have come ſafely to 
our hands. In teſtimony of our gratitude 
as well as our paternal love, we grant you 
our Apoſtolical Benediction, and likewiſe 
to all thoſe who have contributed by their 
talents to perfect a work which does ho- 
nour to the French nation. 


Rome, the 12th Dec. 1773, the fifth year of our 
Pontificate. 


K 5 LET 
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LETTER cxci. 


TO M. MIGNONNEAU, COMMISSARY OF THE BODY 
GUARDS OF THE KING OF FRANCE. 


HEALTH AND APOSTOLICAL BENEDICTION. 


UR moſt dear Son Francis Joachim 
de Bernis, Cardinal of the Holy 
Roman Church, when he preſented to us 
a letter from you with the Medallic Hiſto- 
ry of the Houſe of Lorraine, and a Manu- 
ſcript of Dom. Calmet, relative to that 
Collection, aſſured us of your ſincere at- 
tachment to our perſon, and the teſtimony 
of it he has given, and in which we have 
the greateſt ene, gives us real 
pleaſure. 
You had yourſelf aſſured us before-hand 
of your attachment during your ſtay in 
this capital; and you could not have given 


us 
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us more ſenſible proofs of it, than by offer- 
ing us the valuable and magnificent mo- 


numents of an auguſt Houſe, which being 
depoſited in the Vatican, will greatly add 


to the glory and ſplendor of your Mu/zum. 

We have allo received with the greateſt 
ſatisfaction the Copy of your Tranſlation *, 
which evidently proves to us your taſte for 
Poetry and your progreſs in Italian Lite- 
rature. | 

We refer to the letter that will be writ- 
ten to you by Cardinal de Bernis, whom 
we have commiſhoned to teſtify our fa- 
vourable diſpoſition towards you, at more 
length; ind in the mean time deſire that you 
will be fully convinced, that our bound- 
leſs eſteem perfecty correſponds with the 
paternal affection we have vowed to you, 
and which nothing can exceed. 


* Of a piece of Metaſtaſio, intituled, e 
Clemency of Titus,” 
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For a teſtimony of this affection, we 
give you, with the whole plenitude of our 
heart, our Apoſtolic Benediction. 


Roms, 18th Jan. 1774, and the fifth Year 
of our Pontificate. 


END OF THE LETTERS. 


[The Reader will doubtleſs be pleaſed with 
ſeeing, at the end of theſe Letters, the 
Epiſtle Dedicatory of the Theſis of the 
R. R. F. F. Cordeliers of Turin, ſeve- 


ral times mentioned in the courſe of 
* = 
this Volume. 


This piece which does honour to Ganga- 
nelli, does no leſs to the Dedicators, 
who, when he was only Conſultor of 
the Holy Office, had penetration enough 
to fix a juſt value on his merit, and 
ſeemed even then to preſage his future 


glory. | 


/ 


* 
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY 


or A 


THEOLOGICAL THESIS 


DRFENDED IN THE 


MONASTERY of St. FRANCIS, at Turin, 


The zoth Day of September, Anno Dom. 1749. 
BY FRIAR CLAUDE ANTHONY VELLET, 


of THESAME ORDER. 


THE R. PROFESSOR F. BAUDIER OF CHAMBERY, 
MODERATOR. 


TO THE REVEREND FATHER M. F. LAUREN'T, GAN- 
GANELLI, 8. T. D. CONSULTOR OF THE ROMAN 
CONGREGATION OF THE HOLY OFFICE, AND OF 
THE ORDER OF THE MINOR CONVENTUALS OP 
ST. FRANCIS, 


HAT the ancient poets fabulouſly 


aſſerted of Pallas is verified in you, 
Reverend Father ; they deſcribe her as 


bearing 
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bearing wiſdom in her heart, and covered 
with armour for her defence. 

So abundantly is your noble genius, wa- 
tered, enriched and adorned by the foun- 
tains of ſacred knowledge, and ſo copious 
and ſalubrious are the ſtreams which iſſue 
from it, that you have deſervedly acquired 
the reputation of being a man endowed with 
the moſt ſublime wiſdom, and have con- 
ſtantly made it a rule to afford to all who 
had recourſe to you for their defence, the 
moſt powerful and invincible protection. 
Nor could any man fight more ſecurely, or 
triumph more gloriouſly under theſhield of 
Minerva, than under the beneficent ſhadow 
of your name. I therefore deſcend with 
ſecurity and joy into the liſts, as I am ſo 
kindly and geneiouſly permitted to enter 
the combat under your happy auſpices, 
which give me a ſure omen of ſucceſs. 

To ſome, perhaps, it may be matter of 
ſurprize that a perſon like me, entirely un- 
known to you ſhould prefix your name to a 
Theological Theſis; but the wonder will 


ceaſe when they reflect that I am of this ce- 
lebrated 
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lebrated and ancient Monaſtery of Turin, 
whoſe ſons, ſo reſpectable on many ac- 
counts, with one unanimous voice of joy, 
and rather by Divine Inſpiration than from 
Human Wiſdom, elected you into the num- 
ber of the honorary ſons of their common 
mother, an election which they have al- 
ways looked upon as the greateſt honour. 
Thus, moſt Reverend Father, though un- 
known to you, I am by no means to be 
looked upon as a ſtranger, but rather as 
amember of the ſame family, as Iam uſing 
my efforts to complete my education in a 
houſe which is become your own. 

It is a maxim of juriſprudence, that the 
produce or building on the ſoil is the pro- 
perty of the Lord of the (oil, therefore theſe 
fruits of my labours and vigils could be of- 
fered to none with more propriety than to 
you, as I gathered them in the firſt college 
of our province of Piedmont, which may be 
looked upon to be your p<culiar domaine. 
Accept, therefore, what is your own; in- 
deed if you regard only the giver, the gift 
is mean, and far below your merit, though 

| W the 
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the beſt my poor abilities could offer: but 
if you regard the ſuhject it is not entirely 
unworthy of your attention. 

I reſpectfully lay before you a Theſis on 


a point of Theology, a ſubject to which as 
to all the liberal Sciences, you have applied 


yourſelf, from your earlieſt youth, withſuch 
vigour and ſucceſs, that, like another Saul, 
you ſcarce had any of your cotemporaries 
equal, none ſuperior. The ſeraphic Elders 
among us beheld with reverence and amaze- 
ment a young Daniel revive in you, when 
in your tender age they heard you delivering 
the excellent Oracles of the moſt profound 
wiſdom and conſummate prudence : and 
haſtened to give the man, whom they be- 
held with joy, diſtinguiſhed by the Deity 
with the honours of old age, a ſeat among 
the Maſters of Iſrael, that you might ſpread 
your inſtructions as wide as poſhible. 

How excellently, how ſucceſsfully, moſt 
learned patron, you have anſwered their 
wiſhes, or rather exceeded whatever could 
have been hoped, witneſs, Aſcoli, Fano, 
Mga, Bologna, which liſtened to your 

ſublime 
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ſublime Lectures, delivered from the chair 
with the wiſdom of a Solomon ;—witneſs 
thoſe excellent and ſruitful ſeeds of univer- 
ſal learning, which you have with ſuch ſur- 
prizing ſkil], reared to a copious harveſt, 
and which are every where ripening—Wit- 
neſs to this age, and to the lateſt poſterity, 
your admirable works in Philoſophy and 
Theology, in which Wiſdom, that before 
wore a rigid and auſtere appearance, eſpe- 
elally to Novices, who ſcught her in the 
ſchools, has now chang d her frowns into 
ſmiles, and looks lovely, fince by your 
hands ſhe has been adorned with the flow- 
ers of your real learning and native elo- 
quence, and decorated with the more pre- 
cious gems cf an extenſive and various 
erudition. 

It is your peculiar and never- dying glo- 
ry, moſt Reverend Father, by an art never 
known before in the ſchools of Scotus to 
have cloathed Subtilty with Eloquence, and 
inſpired Eloquence with Subtilty. What 
wonder then if all maſters, as well as ſcho- 
lars, are ambitious, eager and proud to fol- 

f low 
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low you as a faithful and renowned leader, 
to imitate you as their moſt perfect pattern, 
that your elegant and learned productions 
give them ſo much pleaſure, as now to be 
in every body's hands, and without the 
ard of the preſs, fly through the whole ſe- 
raphic Order, carried ſolely by the fame 
of their celebrated author, as by the ſwift- 
eſt pinion. 

I congratulate myſelf on having col- 
lected, read and ſtudied ſome part of them 
I willingly and gratefully acknowledge, 
that if I have made any progreſs in litera- 
ture, Iowe it, principally to them. Thave 
therefore, a new title, that of endleſs Gra- 
titude. for preſenting to you, moſt benefi- 
cent Patron, my Theological Theſis— Al 
the rivers return to the place whence they had 
their ſource, they enter into the ſea, yet it 
doth not overflow : I therefore truſt that you 
will not reject theſe ſtreams though ſmall, 
which-with rapid courſe haſten to you as 
to their center, nor will they be rejected 
by that in-xhauſtible and almoſt immenſe 
ocean of Wiſdom. which Rome alone could 
contain in her vaſt boſom, 


'That 
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That queen of nations beheld you with 
amazement diſplay the various and ineſti- 
mable treaſures of the ſweet eloquence 
and moſt ſolid learning in the public diſ- 
putes, while with univerſal applauſe you 
with ſuch care and ſucceſs fulfilled every 
duty of a Moderator in our College of St. 
Bona venture. Lou therefore appeared 
with ſuch luſtre among the bright lumi- 
naries with which the Holy City abounds, 
that the Sovereign Pontiff, Benedict XIV. 
one of the moſt equitable eſtimators of 
merit, with more than lynxes eyes, emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed you, and eagerly ho- 
noured you with the ardous and high em- 
ployment of Conſultor, that, like a ſhin- 
ing light, you might be placed in a higher 
candleſtick and thus with more ſplendor 
and eaſe clighten all who dwell in the 
houſe. of the Lord, 

The event juſtified his hopes : for from 
the time that you began to diffuſe the co- 
pious rays of your wiſdom in that awful 
aſſembly, compoſed of the men moſt emi- 
nent for their dignity and knowledge, you 
nnn. became an object of univerſal 


admiration; 
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admiration ; they till riſe in their com- 
mendations of the perſpicuity of your ex- 
preſſion, the uniform elegance of your 
ſtyle, and the ſure and unerring wiſdom 
with which you reſolve the moſt difficult 
queſtions; ſo that you may juſtly ſay with 
the wiſe Job, ben the Ear heard me. 
then it bleſſed me; and when the eye ſaw me, 
it bore witneſs unto me. . . They who heard 
me waited my ſentence, 26d Beld their peace 
and were attentive to my counſel —Thus 
ſnineth, thus ſparkleth the candle in all 
men's eyes by the light or your wiſdom, 
Moſt Reverend Father. | 
Your love to God and to your Neighbour 
glows with no leſs ardour, but I lay my 
hand upon my mouth: For ſuch is thena- 
ture of Apoſtolic zeal, that it diſdains and 
rejects the praiſes it has deſerved, and 
will glory in nothing but the Croſs of our 
LordJeſus Chriſt. I therefore paſs over in 
ſilence your eminent virtues, your unwea- 
ried ſtudy, of piety and regular diſcipline, 
the eaſy courteouſneſs of your manners, 
your affability in converſation, your ſin- 


cere deſire to oblige, and the other excel- | 
kent 
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lent qualities of mind and body for which 
you are univerſally celebrated; and indeed 
they who have been happy enough to have 
a near view of them, and to enjoy the plea- 
ſure of your intimacy, declare them to be 
above all praiſe.—Yet one of the moſt 
eminent is your deep Humility, which I 
will no longer combat by this unpoliſhed | 
addreſs, being to engage under your 
auſpices in a theological conteſt more glo- 
rious and ſucceſsful. 


END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 


Ne 


